
Pa,:tridge House 

Renovatior, • • ne\N Alice: 
BaKerMein - ,brary -
by Virginia Kranz 

EAGLE- Construction 
began February 27 on the 
renovation of the new Alice 
Baker Memorial Library. 

. Don Van Acker, residel)t 
of Eagle, was awarded the 
contract for $55,000. The 
Village Board - and Eagle 
Town Board have each 

• ':'f,t,; • •  - ✓ 

appropriated $25,00<f fcir 
the construction. - The 
remainder will be derived 
through1 donations of labor 
and cash. 

Village, Trestee Ralph 
Raduech'el .stated that 
painting done by volunteers 
could trim approximately 
$3990 fro?? , the $55,000 

figure. 

The Qld Partridge House 
was donated to the library 
by Carl Zepprich. The 
library has been-located in 
the Methodist church. -
Growth in membership of 
the congregation created 
need for the • additional 
space. 



Eagl;� 'l<'/,./v, 
OKs .money 
fo'r llibrary 

EAGLE TOWN - At the annual 
town meeting Monday, the towns­
people voted in favor of the Town 
Board borrowing $25,000 for its 
share of costs for a new town-vil­
i'age joint library, Town Chairman 
John Auberger said today. 

Several months ago, the village 
agreed to pay half of the $50,000 
construction costs. Town Supervi­
sor Louise Hedrick said the library 
will be in what is now known as the 
Partridge House on Main Street in 
the village near the town-village 
hall. 

She said a Chicago man recently 
donated the house, which she said 
was about 100 years old, to the vil­
lage to be used as a library. The 
only library now in the area is in a 
room in a village .church. 
• The $50, 000 covers only the
remodeling costs of  the house, she
said. • • 
,.

j

"The remodeling has al,ready 
arted," she said. "They're going 
it with great guns." She said the 

r modeling is expected to be com.: 
eted by June. 

·t· Hedrick s'.1id money to buy boo�s
nd .s,upphes has been raised

t rough donations and gifts from
community groups and neighbors.

"Everybody is sort of pitching
in," she said. "It's more or less a
neighborhood project."
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Librarian Kathy Wendorf packed books in the cramped quarters of Eagle's one-room library 
. . 
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�agle librar,y to get larger _quarters 
By Laura §umner Coon 

of The Journal Staff 

'• ' 

Eagle - Books stacked higher than 
libra:rians, squeezed onto short shelves 
and stored in brown shopping bags fill a 
one-room library .. in the Eagle United 
Methodist C�urch on Main St. 

I , • • • A bj!aten path .through the church, . 
lawn 'leads to ari old gray· door arid the 
Alice Bilker. Memorial Lib:rary; which 
wi be

)
I0 years old in June. 

It would be an understatement to say 
the library is cramped: It houses 10,000 
books in a rented toom where two visi­
tors create a crowd. 

Thereitari no chairs or tables at which 
to study or lounge, with an interesting 
book. Movablf shelves that don't fit into 
the tiny room 'are faithfully wheeled in 
and out of tl:ie hallway each day and card 

catalogs list addresses of neighbors' at­
•ties and garages where more books await 
·snelf space. • I • 

But all that is expected to change this
summer when the library will move into 
a new buU�ng three houses aWilY from-
ifs present site. .': 
' Carl Zipprich, a former Eagle resident
now living in Illinois, gave his Main St. 
house to the library. 
• Worl{.ers are renovating the white

• clapboard home, which �ill provide two
floors of library space. 
, Book shelves will fill the first story,
while office and storage space wm be 
located on the second. For the' first time, 
1the library will be accessibl� to the hand­
icapped and will have a copy'machine.

A handful of reading buffs started the
library in 1974 in a rente� corner of a 

Sunday school classroom. It was stocked 
with four shelves of donated materials 
that grew weekly. 

Private grants and acquisitions from a 
Waukesha school closing helped boost 
the number of references available to li­
brary visitors. 

Four volunteers ran the reading room 
for its first eight years of operation. 

Now, the Eagle town and viilage 
,bQar:ds appropriate funds for the library. 

Head pbrariap Betty Isleb said people 
had held back their donations until there 
was more room. 

"When we finally move, we will prob­
ably finil things that have been packed 
away and that we have been searching' 
for for months," Isleb said. "And we'll all 
have more space for our own things in 
our own attics." 



Eagle library 

will take ride 

to new location 
Eagle - Reading enthusiasts here 

will be forming a book caravan of 
sorts, as they move the 12,000-vol­
u�e Alice Baker Memorial Library to 
its new location. 

On Saturday, volunteers will begin 
the monthlong process of moving the 

� contents of the one-room library at r the Eagle United Methodist Church 
on ·Main $t. to a house �alf a block 

I away: 
� The house was donated to the Li-
:\ brary Board in 1982 by Carl Zip-

� prich, a· former Eagle resident who 

1 
had moved to Illinois. The renovation 
of • the two-story, white clapboard 
house into a library has taken almost 

� two years .. 
�' The library was formed by a group 

�of reading buffs in 1974 in a rented 
c01:ner of a Sunday school classrQOm 
at the church: 

Library planners expect to cele­
brate tlie opening of the new build-
ing in early September. • . •

But Library Board Chairman Lance 
Fanshaw said that progress would 
depend on volunteers. Those interest­
ed in- helping can contact Betty lsleb, 
head librarian, at 594-2439. 

-Eagle readies library
By Julie Sneider 

EAGLE - With' renovation 
nearly completed, tl:)e 'town and 
village library is to open in a . 
few weeks. 
• The inside of the building is 
''pretty well finished," �ut the 
outside needs a final coat of
paint and shutters, Eagle Town
Supervisor Louise Hedrick
said:

The 100-year�old building, 
known as the old Pat:tridge 
House, is on Ma� Str�t near 
the village-town hall. A Chicago 
'man who once used the·building 
as an antique shop dti_n�ted it t� 
the lil;>rary, which now is just 
a ro.om in a village church. 

The town and village are 
sharing t�e $50,000. renovation 

. .,, �. 

cost. The village has received a 
$25,000 state trust fund loan. 
The town's loan has been 
approved, although the town 
doesn't have the money yet, 
Hedrick said. 

Hedrick said that the new 
library will be named the Alice 
Baker Memorial  Library. 
Baker, who was born in Eagle, 
died in.1974 and willed money to 
build an Eagle library. 

BakeJ was a teacher who 
taught around the country. Slte 
also spent two years teaching in 
China. 

"But Eagle was her home," 
Library Board member Mabel 
Thomas said. "She-was always 
interested in anything about 
Eagle. She hoped that someday 
the village would have its own 
library:" 

T?e Part�idge House, the new home orthe Alice Baker Memorial PublicLibrary, 1s located at 117 East Main Street. 



Librarjan Betty Isleb (left) and library secretary Barb Warriner continue 
to stocl< the shelves and get the library books settled into their new home. 
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E - ':�f=�rary settles i_n-to new home
thiel', August .

f
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Renovations'began in early spring, and 
.the library celebrated July ;{Oas the first. 
day in the new location. The libniry bim.rd 
is also planning an open �ouse in the fall. 

The lihrar.y . in. Eagle has been an • 
important. factor in the community for 
over the past ten years. It initially made 
its home in an area ofthe Eagle United 
Methodist Church. where ir began rn
June of H➔74. • • 

..

Many" books are itill ·in. stcirage, and 
'continu·e .io be brnught over sl.owly. The 
second floor of the building \\'.ill hold 

• office space. a· reference area, and
litorage: ·- ' 

The comp.uter on the second floor. is
used ilf conjunction. ,,·ith ihe Waukesha
Count�· Federated· Library System. It is·
used in interlibrar,v loans. I.terns can now

. 'pe obtained quickly through other 
• 

1 
.• !jbraries in· the .. svstem. says lsleb. 

Ab�tit-' 1� yeirs ·ago, Alice Bak�r. a "'�}firaries, are now· e ,i�&l1s'f1ing special 
resident of the area, tried to get people ··collections.In tHis \�·l:i.1::-Small lioraries do 
together .. to start a. library. · She . not- hav�1to·offer all· ife'fns'. ifs the\' can 
approached Lance Fa·nshaw. \\'QO is now. • qul�klt:'·ob'tain, .them thr6ugh �ther 
su·perintendent of the .f>ahti�•ra/Eagle 1-i�t�r-)'e"t�J the system. 
Schools.- and suggested setting ··up a . 
meeting to determine interest ,n • a · 
library. About -10 people attended. this 
fib;t _meeting.' 

But-as:meetings were held.:fewe1· and 
fewer peoiile attended .. I<'anshaw. lsleb, 
and Lillian Rundquist an°d her daughter 
Wendy saw that the plans of the library 
. promotei·s were put into action. Fanshaw 
spoke with Dexter Badillgl'I' _at the 
chui·ch,..and they ag:reed to the 1·ent'al of a 
portion of the Simday sch0<il room fo1· a ·. 
librar:,·. Immediately the libl'ary began 
growing. and • siion was beyond its 
capaeity within tht• church.· 

A number of. de<licat�d volu�s •• 
began moving over lO·years ofacq1,1ired 

. books and materials into the new Alice 
Haker Memorial Public Library recently. 
The library is now making its home in the 
renovated . Partridge house �t I\ 7 East 
Main-.Street in the Village of EJ�gle. These 
volunteers painted, stained: and worked 
to help make the riew library possible. 

Head Librarian ,Betty Isleb, - with 
assistant librarian Barb Jatczak, library 
cIEirks Joanne • Batzler and Kathy 
Wendorf,· ·and library se�retary Barb 
Warr.iner, wefoome readers of all ages 
i-nto.. their new quarters. • 
. . . . • .- • 

• '.ff.le Partridge House; which was 
ct>nsl:ructed in 1864, had been .vacant for 
some time. The building wi!s donated by 

· Cat.JtZipprich; who now_:lives in Ilti-nois:
-· Zfpprich owned some p.r,operty within the

area, and _sti11- ·visits quite often. "He 
realfy cared.about Eagle," says Isleb, and 
wa.rited the. building� in the village to be 

. r-enov..a-ted so'tQe·village could retain part 
..:. .of the.:flavdt ofthe.-pasi._·. . .• . 

The_ .A\ice Baker Mem_qrjal Public -
• Library is· also pl'a�ing '.a book sale; to

eliminate duplica;te.- o0,1,poks. The-Eagle
L�ons G\uh has dQ.iia_:�ill>.f>·_ � sign, which 
\YIII s9on. be-er--ected in frot.J, -of the librarv, 

, • • .?,.:,::_._ -.· �-- -�;.�;�·�·- • 
The ne\\' phon ""'· �J-;t�� -�t th��brary is

59-1-2-800. The Ji�.;i!i'f· is�en Mondavs
from 2--1::{0 p.mtrind\-7:�8::�Jk P,�.:
Wednesdays fro�- 'J-1,m_,,, �:mJ:,p.6-f;;'and

• 7-8::m p.m.: Fri<1�'$�fu''a' _ a.tfu" <l'�::m •
p.m.: and faturdars frorif,$kJ2 noon. lsleb
and her assistant;,; • have J}. •• . .:; for new
ser\'i_ces. �- ·'<· • 

_,-,,,,.,-... ♦� 

----;:-.--
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Alice Haker passed ·away .JUSt shortly 
before the librar-y opehed 'ih the. church.
She had lived her entir� life _in �agle. She 
was interested in tne community and 
,;vrote about it. She also wrote poems and 

, had them· published. 
The librarv was named the Alice Baker 

, Memorial P�blic .Librarv: Fanshaw was 
-·the' first Libi;.ary Boai·ct' President, and

continues to serve on the board. John
Daggett. until he -passed away last fall;
w�s a member of the library board. "He
was tireless in.:.Jiis efforts to get the new
building," says lsleb.

Th� first· Lihr.ary Board. was ma_de of 
• Fanshaw, Isleb. Lillian Rundquist,

Dorothy Sherman, and Mabel Finney.
The current board is .made of Finney,
Fanshaw.; Mabel Thomas, Lois Zipp,'and. Newell Meyer. The Eagle Village Board 
representative is R;l.lph 1Radu�chel. The 
Eagle Town representati',ye · is . Louise 
Hedrick. These peoplefm,fet_mdnthly. 
. The new library-off-Ett;�&:l:iou.t•f�uttimes . 
as much iwm ·as the 'b"ie:v'ioJs··focation . 
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Joint efforts made in library problems 
by Maribeth Patterson 

EAGLE - The Town and Village of 
Eagle held a joint meeting December 13 
to discuss how to handle the problem of 
Social Security, workman's compensation, 
and unemployment benefits for the 
library employees. 

Until October, social security taxes 
were being paid by the library to the 
Kansas City office. However, the library 
has no social security number of its own 
and should have filed under either the 

town or village number at the Madison 
office. 

• A refund can be applied for; but first.
all back payments must be paid to the 
Madison office under a social security 
problem number. 

Both the Town and Village were at a 
loss as to how to do all the paper work 
concer n ing  unemployment  a n d  
workman's compensation for library 
employees. Employees of the library are 

employed by Qoth the Town and Village. 
It would be nearly irnpossible to break 
down amounts due in taxes from the 
Town or Village (depending on who did 
not have the library listed under their 
social security number), board members 
agreed. 

There is the possibility the library can 
become a separate entity and would have 
its own number to file under. This is to be 
discussed with the Library' Corporation 
Attorney Steve Steinhoff. Both the 

Village and Town would prefer the 
Library have control over all matters 
concerning it. However, Village Clerk 
Gerry Von Rueden volunteered to 
research the back taxes and correct the 
situation if it was not possible for the 
library to become a separate entity. 

The matter will be discussed further in 
another joint meeting to be held January 
3 at the reguiar Village Board meeting. 
Town Chairman. John  Auberger, 
suggested meeting every six months to 
discuss mutual problems. 


