Jld Letiter Recwulls Civil War Fervor

A century oic letter written by Ahira R. Hinkley (first settler
of the. town of Eagle, Wisconsin ) and now in the possession of his
grand-daughter -in - law, Mrs. Aurel Baker Pardee, of the same place
maxes the highly emotional ana fervidly political atmosphere of April,
1865 come to life.

Hinkley was not. a college treined man, bui the tone of this let-
ter gives evidence that his basic schooling had been well made, Nat-
urally ,. after 102 years: the ink is faded , but enougn is left to dis-
close & very legible penmahship and a culturea literacy of a person
who, knowing a three-syllabled. word , had no compunction sgainst us-
ing ite

The letter ovens with his pleasure at receiving a letter from
his son. Leonard. Hinkley(grand-father of Leonard V. Hinkley , 4386N.
28th St. Milwaukee) then stationed with tihe Union Army near Nash-
ville, Tenn. Then foliows tune wild excitement of the people over
Lee's surrender only to be plungeu into tne deep grief at the as-~

gsassination of President Lincoin. The letter follows:

My dear Somn,.
I rectd your very wejcQme letter of the 24th inst. last eve

and of course was very glad that no accident you
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on your way to Neshville . When T last wrote you, tie whole people
almost. were wiia witn joy at the fall of Richmona & tihe surrender of
Leets army.

"How very little we knew wnat was 1n store for us. Launguage
would fail me to aescribe the woe uepictea on tue countenance of ev-
ery intelligent man anu woman. thArough the land anc tie anguisih that
rent. every loyal heart when the iightning flashed tae drezaful news
that President Lincoln had fallen at tne hsnus of an assassin .

Had. the. Arch ingel®s last trump hawve souncea to call tne nations to
judgment , the consternation couid hardly have been greater. A
deacly pallor restece upon every face, Strong men met, embracedeach
other. , &nc wept like children, znd even many of those whno have tra-
duced and viilified him and wishex him desd & thousana times joined
in the sad lament. Now that he has fallen by the foul :spirit

that has drenciaed. our once happy country in blood, even his enemies
are beginming to ailscover that he was no ordinary man.

¥ T will attempt no eulogy upon him but this much I will say that
I fully believe that he wwas ralsed up by God to celiiver this land
from the: curse of human slavery as Moses was to deliver the chil-
dren. of Isruel from Egyptian bondage.lEocseems to me that the visible
hand of @God. can: be traced all in this terrible conflict as well in de-
feat as in final =uccess.!

The letter continues:

" Who cantell way Generszl Shermasn should make the terrible blun-

der he has: unless it were to show thne American people that a man
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#MEE may be a very great military general ana be entirely unfit for
& civil ruler. General Sherman®s {ame had pecome very great , so
much so that he haa already been talkea of for the next President
but his negotiation witn Johnson(Johnston) will forever bar nim
from the White House, but Noble Grant. has set that matter all right
ana last night we got the glad news that Johnson (Johnston) had
surrenderea all the rebeis east of tne Mississippi . 8o the war is
ended , thank tie Lord,"

This part of tne letter pigues the present day reader®s curios—
ity . What was Sherman's "terrible blunder!?

Tnvestigation sinows that Sherman méae no blunaer. Previous to

the. surrenoer, Lincoln and Sherman met on t:ae River @ueen to talk

about. conditions the Union. leaders woula submit to tne defeated foe.
In tnis conference Lincol-n showed his true nature , that of merci-
fullness and true magnanimity, and when Sherman met Johnston ,he ¢
gave to him the conditions which his Commancer-in-Chief had desig-
natea.. In the short time which followed this conference , Lincoln
had. heard the talk of the Radicals gbout him , the men in office who
wantea Confederate ofricers tried, convicted, hanged for treason
and their property confiscated. Lin:coln hedged somewhat in his len-
ient stand. but no wond. of this change. in policy was sent to Sherman.
Newspapers: carried flaming headlines about Shermant's blunder and
much derogatory wordage was printed against the truly loyal general.
Sec,. Stanton accusea Sherman of nullifying alli tne erffort of the war,
of wanting to push himself into the. presidency. Otiher papers brought
forth tne former cinarge of insanity ageinst Sherman,but "Noble Grant

set. the matter righk" by extending the: same merciful terms that
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Lincoln had. formerly divulged on tiae River Queen.

is the lettenr continues , the reader can see that there was a
wise fatherly relation with his son:

" I can see no good reason why you. should be. kept in the Ser-
vice until august. I have strong hope that you will be home in a
month ana be assureu you will receive a cordial welcome, In rela-—
tion to your voting for McClellen I have only to say that I am very
thankful that. I have never reproached you with one unkind word for
voting as you thougiht best. I thought very strange of it and felt
very bad about. it at. the time but have acted upon the principle
that what. could not be cured must be endured, I have always felt
confident that upon calm reflection you would see the mistaxe taat
was mace that when an impartial history of the rebellion and its
managers shouia be written yow would fully reslize the awful mele-—
strom we. avoided by keeping the old pilot at the helm. I have great
faith in Anarew Johnson but there is no man living that the people
have such implieit confidence. in as they did in Me, Lincoln, Oh,
my: SOIL,, he;wasfa?raat,&nﬁ a good man."

The leutet continues with his characterization of people who
"traduced and villified " Zincolin and their change in attitude:

"T have. sent you. a Daily Wisconsin of the 21st inst. containing

lines and: speeches on the death of Mr,. Lincoln by Se

of Milwaukee. I hope you will get the paper & reac the

speech . Youwwill then discover what beautiful summer-sauits a gift-
ed. Copperheaa. can. turnl,,
He tnen gives nis views on sugfrage for the negro:

"Your views upon the right of suffrege agree with mine exactly..



