
Old. E.e�tt:er.. Rec,<lils Civil War F"ervor 

A century olu le.t:t.er_ wn"i tt.en b:y .Ahir.a. R •. Hinkley (first. set:tler. 

of the. town. of Eag_le.,, W:Lsiconsin. ); and now in the poss,e-ssion of his 

g_1mnd-da:ugh:te-r.: -in - law� I\lfu:'·s. Aur.e-l Baker. Ear.dee, of" the: same place 

make,,s, the hig_bly emotional ana fe.r.vid.Ly poli tic:al atmosphere. of April.,,

186"5. come: to lii�e: .. 

Hinklay was, not. a c:olle:g.�- tr�c.ine:d man, bu.,t. the .  t:one of thi.s 1et­

t.en· gJv:eK e:victenc.:e. tha.t. his.- b:as-ic schooling had been we:11. made. Nat­

u:r..ally ,. af.t:e.r. 1..02 yeai:s.; the� ink i.s f.c..ded. , but enough is left to dis­

close: a. veny le:g:ible penmanship and. a cu;Jl..tu:red literacy- of a person 

vrho ,_. know.ing;_ a tlmee-sy1labl.e.d. wor-d , had no compunction against u.s­

ing_ Lt ... 

'Ji'.he Latter. opens wi.th his pleasuire at. receiving a letter from 
r

•· 

hd.,s son Keonar,d. Hinkley(g.:rrand-f..athex of Le:onar.d V .. Hinkley ,. 4366N .. 

2.8.t:h s;t ... Mi.:lwauke.e.)i then stationed wi.th the Uni.on. Army near Nash­

ville,, Tenn.. Then .follows. t.r1e.: wild exc.i t..ement of the: people. over 

Leens: surxend.e.r. onl..y to be_ plungecl into the deep gnie:f at the as­

sas:scination. of Pne.s.ident Lincoln.., The, le:tter follows:. 

Eagle.:,; Wis .. , A.pr..i1 3.0th, 1865 .. 

� de.ar Sau.,. 

]: r�e.c."d;_ your verJ we.J._C<e,!ll)&. let.ten o.f the- 24th inst., last eve

and of course vrn.s v..e-r,y glad that no ace,iden t. you._ 
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on your: way to Nashv,ille . Vfhen JI lc:ist vmote: you, the whole people 

aJ.mos-t. were wild witi1 joy a.t the. fall. of Richmond & tl1e, surrender of 

L.ee ti S: army ..

11Hovi very little we. kne.-w. what Vfo.S in s-core for us •. Lahguage. 

vrnuld f.ail me: t.o des,c:ri be the: woe depicted on the countenance. of. ev­

e:r_y,, int:elligent man and woman. t."1.rougli the. land arui t.be. anguish that 

r:.ent,. eyery loyal he.a.rt when the lightning flashed the. drec.1.dful news 

t11.at; Rtesi.dent Lincoln. had fallen at the h,.ind.s. of an assassin .. 

Ifad. the. Ane:h Ang_elr.s. last- trn1mp haw�= soundea to call. the. nations to 

j}.1dgment , the. c.onst.erna tion. could hardly have be.en great.er. .., A 

de..a.nly:- p _allor r,e&te.u upon ev.,ery fa.c:e:., Strong_ ffi(?n me . .t ,. embrace.deac:h 

other.. , and w.ept like childr-en, and e:Ven many of. those who have. tra­

duced and v.illified him and. wishen him de,ad a, . thousanci timP-s j;oined 

in the, sad, lament. N:ow t.ha.t he. haa fallen. b.y the f.oul r.spdlrit 

that has, dnenched,. our� once, happy, country i:n blood,. even his enemies 

ar.e beg:.inning, to disc::over· that he: was no or,dinary man .. 

tr- JI w,ill att.empt.no eulogy upon him but this muc:1"1 I will say that 

I: flully believe t.hat. he. vrrvas rai:sed up by, God to cielive:r.: this land 

.fnom1 the: cur aa of human s.lave.r.y as Moses, was to deliver the chil­

dr:en, of Jis.;ritLel fumm Egyptian b.ondaKe .. Etes.seems to me that. the v:Lsible 

hand of God, c:a.n, ba trac.eu all.. i.n this terr.i ble. conflict as well in d,e­

f ea.t. as. in final suc::ce.s.,s-.. 11 

The lett£r co1itinues: 

11 W110 c.ant:e1l w:hy General Sher.man should ma,ke the terrible blun­

de.n' ha has, unle.s..--s, i..t were .. t.o show the, American people: that a. man 
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� may ha a v;ery g_rec .. t military! general and be entirely unfit .for 

a. ci:vil rule-_r,. G,en:.er,al Sherman '1 s. f.ame had he come very great , so

mu.en so that he:. haci.. already be,en talke.d of. f,or the next ?resident 

bu,t: his negotiation with JTohnson(Johns;ton} will. forever bar him 

f.'rrom the: White Hous:e, but Noble G.nant, has set that matter all right 

anti last, night we g_ot the glad, news· that Johnson (Jrohnston); had 

surr.endereci aJ..l the r..ebels east of' the. Mi.ssi.s-:dppi .. So the. war is 

ende.d ,,. thank the. b.orcd ... " 

'Jfud.s part of tile letter pi:q_;u.e.s the, present day· r-e.ader 11 s: curios­

ity· . What.. W.6.S, She:rman ,: Sc lft:e.r:r:i.ble- blundera1t? 

Tove:S�tiga.t.ion s:hows that Sherman made no blunder. P:c·evious to 

t:he. s:urr.cender ,: Il,i:ncnln and. Sher,man met .. on tne Riv.er Queen to talk 

about:: c:.onditions the; Uinion.l.e:aders. wciul.Q submit to the defeated foe. 

rn. t:his. c:onferenc;e L.tnca.1.,..,n showed, his tr:ue nature , that of merci­

f.u,lln.es.s and tx.:ue mag_nanimi.ty:,: and, when Sherman met Jfohnst.on ,he [ 

g.ave: to hillll the:. c:ondiitions- wh:Lch his Commander-in-Chi.e.f had c1es,ig­

nat:exi., To the. s:hor;t, time which followed this - c.onferenc:e , Iiaincoln 

had, heanci the:- talk of the . Radi.c.als abou-t him ,, the men in office who 

wanted Conf'.ederate off.ice.rs- tri.ed,,, convic:t:ed, hanged 1�or treason 

and their. p,roperty- con.f"i.scat.ed.. L.in-;.:;oln. hedged somewhat in his l.en­

i,en.t, s.t.and. but no wom1 of this change. i.n policy was s,ent to Sher.man .. 

Newspaper£ c:an:rieu flaming he.o.dl.ine_s about Sherman r s b.lund.er and 

much de:rogator_y,. wor.daga was printed against t.rie· truly: loyal Kenera-1 .... 

Sec .. &tan.ton a.ccu.s.ed Sherman of nullify:img all the e.f f.ort of the: v:ar ,. 

of wanting to push hims.ell into t11e. pre5,idency;., o:t.b.e:r papers brought. 

f.orth. the� forme-r charge-, of insanity ag_ainst Sherman, but. ttNoble Grant

s,e,t the mat t:.e-r� right!' b..y,; extending the, same me.rcifu,l terms that 
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Lincoln had. f_ormer l.y dd..:v.ulg�d on the. River Qu.een .. 

As t:he: le�t .. te-n continues ,. the reader can see that ther.e was• a 

w:iS:€ fatherly nelation wi-th his son: 

u JI: c:an s:ee no good r.ea.s:on. why you. should, be. kept in the Ser­

vic:e: w1.til Jw.gust.. :rr ha;v;e s,trmng hope that. you will be home in a 

month and he as.sur,eu. you will r·e:ceirv·e. a c:or.dial welc.ome .. m rela­

tion t:o your, voting .'for Mc:Clellen I ha:we only to say_· that I am ver..y 

thankful t.ha t. I hav.e� never" r:e;proache.d you with one. unkind w ·ord for-

voting as you thou..g_ht, bast: .. :rr: thought. veny st.r:ange-. of it and felt 

ver-y bad. ahou..t. ht at. t'he time. bu.t have acted u.pon the principle 

that,. what.. could not. be C;U.,rea mus.t be endured�. ][ h.av.ec always f.el t 

conf.ident that. upon calm r.e.flec:;ti:Ort you, would. s-ee the. mistai-rn ta.at 

was, maae: that when an. impar.tial hi s.t.ory; of the. r.ebellion and i.ts 

manag�:r$- sl1.oule1 be-written y,:_ou would fully re:aliz.e the aw:fuL male.­

s.trDIIL vrn," avo.ide:d. hy keeping" the old g:tlot at, the helm.. I have gr.eat 

:faith in . .Andrew Jiohnson. bu..t. there is no man li.ving that. the peopl.-e 

have; suc;h implic:i t aonfidenc,a in as. they did in Mr:. Linc:oln. Oh,. 

ID.lW s;on,1 he was:,· �,r.e.a..t. and a good. man., 11 

The L.et:t:er_ c.ontinue:S, v'ri"th ht.s c.,½a�ac:terization of people who 

rnt.rcaduc;ed and villified n Lincoln and their c:hange: in attitude: 

nr nav;:e� s:ent you, a Daily Wisconsin of the 21st inst. containing 

Line,s, and, speeches. on. the d.e.a th of Mr' •. L.inc.oln by _______ s. 

______ of 1.JTI.ilwau..1{.ee.. I hope you. w-ill get.. the pa.pe.r & read the 

s,pe:ech •. Y[ou, will. then. discover w:ha..t. b:eautifuJ. summer-Saul ts a gift­

ed Coppe.r.he.acL can. turn!1 •. 

He then gi v.es; his views on s11j;£r_age: for the. neg_ro: 

tr�[01.ut "lkiew.s, upon the right of suf.fr.a.&e. agree. with mine exactly •. 


