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HISTORY OF THE Vr3RD AIRDROME SQUADRON 

IHTRODUGTION 

V,'hat follows is the history of the 343rd Airdrome Squadron - a collec­
tion of installrr.ents written in hcste, and often in boredom, to meet the de­
mands of an official regulati01:. The t1·eatment doesn 1 t really do justice to 
the subject, but time is 'short �1.owr and it 7 s the best record we have of what 
the squadron did in tr-aini11g and overseas-. 

There are repetitions and omissions, and an almost complete neglect of 
the many hours e'lch day in 1'1hich Y'e did not s,'!eat over Hirplane engines or 
S:.'lear over tynewribrs. Jut each chanter does nrove, undeniably, that we 
put our shoulders to the ;;;heel unstintingly and did our best. 

And, in the passing, a cited date or a casual phrase may bring back all 
th0 things that have not been wri tton about - the ROHs from Mackall;: those 1, 
long, hr.1rd nishts at li'ort Vfa.yne; tho long, hot days aboard the "General Her,. 
scy"; 11 1'-Joto's a Gabu gals; Art Wise's pay-�1ight table; or the day that !Je·wton 
flew. 

The things we actuully hi�vc accomplished arc r,,r0tty faithfully set 
forth in the ensuing po.ges. They constitute an official record to be proud 
of. And they may snrve as a sort of index to the other, better things for 
which vm' 11 always roncn'lbor tho 343rd - the thouso.nd-and-ono friendly, fun• 
ny, comraddy incidonts which arise when 180 distinct individuuls must 
uni to to achieve a goal sot by fa.to (und tho draft board).· 

At any ratJ, this is our sohl slim record of "'Hhat has br:?cn :l sad and a 
wond6rful cxpcricnco for all of us - sad because each man has felt in it 
the wcisto of Time ,vo sought, and noodod, for pri vato living; wonderful be­
cause, dos;1ito grinos o.nd groaning, each of us has transcended this private 
loss and put aside rorsonal objl)ctivos to o.chicvo u common victory and u 
comnon Pence. 
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