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Hinkley., Aged Farmer, w·rites .. iOf Early Days in Town of Eagle -� 
, 

!

; reflector to bake with, made ot tin, � the wind blew that the grain scat• 
· · to �et In tront of the tii:e. While tered. eo I sowed witll one hand 

Arti.. • J R' l t H d h" 
.we had a fire-place the potatoes at a time and then it was not 

C e e a es IF S lpS : were frequently baked !n the aah• streaked. · 

f E ly S"ttl 
• · u. Buides the regular victuals, Dlg cellar 

0 ar . .. erS m 1. mother made cookies, fried cakes About 1860 we dug cellar for the 
This County 

1
· , and pumpkin. pies '&;Ild· &I L tilei:e house and built the cellar the nut 

were , no apples tb.eu we Wied on- yea.r... Got atones for the house,. 
, . ions instead. There were peacbea : the next year, burned lime and gd�·­

' . . . . , one to two years before with seed- the house up to part-way of the:; 
, A num�� of tnte�trng hlMorlcal -: lings 16c a dozen, Ot coul'8e, we , lower windowa. Then. the call" 
I artlclu wnich "'·ere to have appeared I ltad rutabagas. melo� tomatoes. cam,a for six bu.ndred thowsana' 

centennial mag-..1zlne, but had to be We also had the children s dis- , men to volunteer an4 I went tot tn the \Va.ukesha. Daily Fr�man's 
l 

• . · · -, 

omitted because ot lnck ,,f spa�. eases. : war, a.nd. .served till Augwst, 1865. 
will be run from time. to t�me in the 'W'hen I was eight yea.rs old tath- When I got home the folk15 were :l:-'rP.'lman. The {ollowmg lY the ftrn • . livl • th h ; 
or the series and hr �ubmitted by I er built a barn and frame addlt• : n_g .n e ouse. 
Edw�rd P. Hinkle)•. �ged 9�. town 

I 

Uon to the log house. We had one One warm d:\.y I was cradling 
or Eag-Je. lfr. lilµklPi· �ettlPd . on . neighbor when we came abOut bait • grain and the next two younger'
hl1r p1•o;sent farm 1n 187!! :md WllS ii th &late¥ - k. • th b dl  m:1rrl� July 4 to )Usa SAiena Ar· . a m e away. . 0 ers came- soon .s -ere ra 1ng e un es. ·
d i�s. Lincolnshire. Eng-. Tb�Y had i afterwarcis. AcrOl5ll the road the men were sit-. 
lhrt'� _ch!lrlren: Hub,.rt A .. Percival ,, When the log �choolhouse was ting in th11 shade. One. ot th.em�
f;. ·•no :;r:,,rrle G. ).Ir. Hl!\kle;; :i.t- • built r .  w"• six -,.•ears old. S<:hool came· over and wanted to knowtend�d the Wauke•ha County Cen- .... , h teonial, :Yay 7, . l3U !u Wau�esha. was held only In the winter ?W we stood the hea-c so I told··

· months. him we drank cold water. They· 
I, Edward P. Hinkley, was born . I· remember one time when ta.th- drank fire water. .•

ln China, St; Clair Co., Mich., on i er came home from Mllwaukee and r think it was about two year.s
Pee, 20, 1839. :Yy folks landed in said they were talking o! building before the reapers came that a. 
the Towm;hip of Mukwonago on ' a railroad bl,lt dld not expect to wheel-rake, with two wheels
June 10, 1840. That fall mv ta.ther. • see it. The next time ha went be about 15 or 18 inches in diameter

• built a lo::;- house on Section 10,: .  said they·were going at It. I reeoJ.. to take a swath. It had two
Town of Eagle. 1 • lect seeing them survey near our handles to push four tines under.

About the first I recollect ia see-·� house. I thin!! tt was tn 1853. when the grain. When enough WM on 
· Ing ta.ther draw wOOd on the hand} they came near the &ehoolhouse. the bundles were bound. 
sled. The next 1 recall was the In-·: • r remember being sent to E&!i!:le- These are some of my ea.rliest . 
dlans comlng to trade with moth-·, ville for a letter tor my mother recollections. 
er. They came several times to· from a sister in Vermont .. where Edwara P. Hinkley. 

i' trade. The second year father her people came from. I wu ten .
1 

Town of Eagle. 
f bougtit a yoke ot cattle. I think I. when she got a letter saying tha.t / 
'· \\•as three years old when they her mother and two cousins had·1 
_ bQught corn of some folks In nu- been burned. Po11tage was 26c in· 

nois, • those days. 
. The settlers had to look out lot'· . Prepares to BuUd i 
: fires. I recall once when a neigh·, rt was In 1555 thllt father got : 

bor came running, O\•er to tell' · ready to ·  buUd a house. He got ! 
'. mother that there was a 11.re on .some lumber P.nd windows anp. sills• 

the marsh that was coming a.s tast I but he died on AU!nJSt 18, leaving : 
as a.. horse could run. • Mother I· mother with 7 children anci the·
asked it he could help her but he ;j house not flnlsh<!d. I was the eld- :
eald he had a ll he could do.. My ' e:st child and father's death cut off; 
father was away, ]4other threw ; my schooling. My · grandfather ' 
me onto the bed. and then got a . came to us soon- ·after the death of'. 
ra.ke and raked a. path around the • my father and an • uncle the next ; 
h
. 

ouse- .and stacks so that when the irommer so
. 
that I did

. 
n� get to.. go.Iflre came she had paiLs of water r� -�':E.O.Ol __ 'l;'!l�!!.Jf!e Jtext�lpt,:i:_._--, 

ready, but- it did not come to us - :  ur ha .. h 
•• . 

but went. on half a rilile to where • "e d ' Ofr-l. to kill when 

' e.n Englishtna.n lived who had a gra.ndfa.t.he� was With. u11. \Ve· got

I new board stable tha• burned I hot water lll barrels by heating 
I remember the amok;. The Eng- st0ne.s over a. good fire made ?t_
: Iisbma.n thought the world wa.s stumps and put the bot stones 1n 
• burning up. • As It was almost . the barrel of water. Th1.s would

night I sald I was hungry and· heat qulck�r th�n waler put on.
mother said I better be hungry a the stove Ul boiler kettle.s. We 

.- llttle while than for a long while. had to kill_ tb'! hogs at night. 
Cooked on Fireplace 

• , . About thll'l tune my mother died_
·we had a fireplace to cook and : �tore the stacking was done ano. 

. warm on. Th4! cookhig was done it came on me to do tbe stacking
with a large kettle that hung on and alJ I had a brother some four·
the fire, a long-handled .spider. a years younger --:ve managed it. I 
bake-kettle to set fn front of the . went to get a neighbor boy to come

, flre with three legs about thr« and he!p but he COUld not come s0-, 
! Inches long; a c.:wer to put '  on t(� . I �t him t� .shQw me how to stack
• of the bake-kettle with lel!'S around,! �:,th ,:_�r_k��-�� was 0n)ir a. little 

.1 


