1f the B8lackman is not as justly

Gad pity them.

entitled to a vote as heathens that come from &cross the ocean,

LOPY QU a2 &BLLaL WILLLEen an ADXil JUwh 1500 Oy Anirg H. hifkKiey T0 nis
son Leonard who was awsy , a soldier in the Civil war,

Eagle, Wis. April 30, 1865
My dear Son,

I rec'd your letter of the 24th inst. last eve and of coursse
was very glad to hsar that no acecident happened you on vour way to Nash-
ville, When I last wrote you, the whole people almost wsre wild with joy
at the fall of Richmond and the surrender of Les's army. How very little
we knew what was in store for us., Language would fail me to describe the
woe depicted on the countenance of svery intelligent man and woman theough
the land and the anguish that rent svery loyal heart when the lightning
flashed the dreadfu]l news that President Lincoln had fallen at the hands
of an assassin. Had the Arch Angel's last trump have sounded to ¢all the
nations to judgment, the consternation coula nardly have been greater, a
deadly paller rested upon every face. 3Sirong men met, embraced eachother
and wept like children, and even many of those who have traduces and
villiflsd and wished him dead a thougand times joined in the sad lament.

Nouw that he has fallen by the foul spirit that has drenched cur once happy
country in blood, even his enemies are beginning to discover that he was

no ordinary man. I will atiempt no euvlogy upon him, bubt this muech I will say
that I as fukly bselievs that he wes raised up by God to deliver this land
from the curese of human slavery as Moses was to deliver the children of
Israsl from Egyptian bondage. It sesms to me that the visible hand of God
can be traced all in this terrible conflict as well in defeat as in final
success. Who cen tell why General Sherman should make the terrible

blundar he has unless it were to show the American pecple that a man may

be a very great military General and be entirely unfit for a civil ruler.

General Sherman's fame had become very great, so much so that he already
had begun to be talked of For the next president, but his negotiation with
Johnsdén will forever bar him from the WhiteHMouse; but then noble Grant has
set that matier all right & last night we got the glad news that Johnson
had surrendered all the rebels sast of the Mississippi, so the war is surely
snded, thank ths Lord. I can see no good reasap why you should be kept in
tha service until August. I have strong hope that you will be home in a
month and be assured you will receive a cordial welcoms. In relation to
your voting for McCiellen I have only to say that I am very thankful that
I have never reproached you with one unkind word Tor voting as you thought
best. I thought very strange of it and felt very Bad abdut it at thes time,
but have acted on the principle that what cou ot be cured must be endured.
I have always felt confident that wpon calm reflection you would ssa the
mistake that was made, that whasn an impartial history of the rebellion and
its managsrs should bs written, you would fully realize the awful maelstrom
we have avoided by keeping the old pilot at the helm. I have great faith
in Andrew Johnson but there is no man living that tha psople have such ime
plicit confidence in as they did in Mr. Lincoln. Oh my son he was a great and
a good man. I have sent you a Daily Wisconsin of the 21st inst. containing
lines and spesches on the deasth of Mr.Linceln and by James S. Brown of
Milwaukee. I hope you will get the paper and resad the speech. You will than
discover what beautiful summersaults a gifted copperhead can turn.

i am trouuvled very much with the rheumatism, this spring, in my back;
last week I was 8o bad, that for several days, I could not turn mysslf in
hed without help. [ am some better now, but can do nothing of any con-
seqguence., It is a gresat affliction sspecially whan one hes to depend upon suc
help as we are obliged to now,

Thare are times when everything seems to go amiss. Got up this morning
and Tound Doll foundered as stiff as a mackesrel, all throuah the carelessness
of a brainless fool that is working some land on sharss for me. May 1st.

Ooll is better this morning, think she will live with careful nursing. No
more room aft present. Accept this From vour fathar. A, Hinkley
(notes on margim) Frank has had pretty hard luck for the past ysar. He has
lost his year's work and a good deal more beside. Your views upon the
vight of sufferage agree with mine exactly. I have always thought that no
mdn should have the right to vobts unless he couwld at least read his vote.



