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Pahnyra native Hawk falls short 
of 'Survivor's' top prize 

By KARI RICHARDSON
Freeman Staff 

MENOMONEE FALLS - It was a
good run while it lasted, but 
dreams that Susan Hawk, the 39-
year-old Eagle trucker who was a 
contestant on the summer televi0 

sion hit "Survivor," would win the 
$1 million . cash• prize ended 
abruptly for her co-workers 
Wednesday. 

"I didn't think it would turn out 
like that," said Brian Ganos, chief 
executive officer of Sonag Ready 
Mix, the Menomonee Fallt con• 
crete company where Hawk works 
as a truck driver. "It's too bad the
way she got booted off." • 

Hawk was one of four islanders 
who made it to the final round of 
"Survivor," a so-called reality tele­
vision show in which 16 Ameri­
cans were voli.mtarily marooned • • • 
on an island off the coast .of Bor­
neo. Each enisode chror.1cled the 
castaways' efforts to survive the is-
land - and each other - and ended 
vvith a vote to decide who would be 
sent packing. 

Eagle resident Susan Ha)Nk, a 
· castaway from the CBS reality
television series "StJrvivor,"
gives her autograph to CBS em­
ployees at a party following the
final episode at CBS studios in
Hollywood on Wednesday in
1.-os Angeles.

Three remaining contestants 
voted Hawk off the island within 

the first hour of Wednesday's 
episode, which aired on CBS, 
crushing co-workers' hopes that 
the Wisconsin native . would win 
the top cash prize. 

• peared. • 

"Maybe she can r;de tllis out and 
still be set," said Ganos, indicating 
that Hawk might now have the op­
peturiity to do product endorse­
ments or to act. "That would be 
kind of nice." 

About 100 people - • a mix of 
Hawk's co-workers, busirtess asso­
ciates and members of the media -
gathered at Sonag Ready Mix on 
Wednesday to cheer on Hawk, who 
was in Los Angeles at the time 
preparlng for a "town hall;' meet­
ing that followed the two-hour fi­
nale. The Sonag crowd hooted 
each time Hawk appeared on 
screen and booed when corporate 
trainer Richard Hatch - who ulti­
mately won the $1 million - ap-

• The contest was decided months
ago, before filming wrapped on the
show last spring. But CBS re­
quired islanders to lrnep "Sur-
vivor's" details a secret.

Hawk's co-workers gathered 
next to the truck she drives, paint­
ed with the word "survivor" sur­
rounded by a snake and rat on ei­
ther side, creatures that played 

. roles in the island story. · • • 
"I thought she'd go a long way; 

but I didn't know how far - I still 
don't know how far," Sonag Ready 
Mix President Nick Rivecca said 
before the crowd settled down: to 
watch "Survivor" on fwo big 
screen television sets .. 
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Rivecca and Ganos hired Hawk to 
haul concrete last spring - a diffi­
cult; dirty job. th,ey said few women 
do. 

• 

"It's muddy and· it's filthy;" 
Rivecca said. ''She (Hawk) handles 
it. She really is a survivor literally. 
You take her and dump her off 
somewhere and she's going to 
make it." 

"She doesnt let her guard down," 
• .Hawk's co-worker D.J. Johnson

said. "What she wants; she gets."
• "But I'm still thinking (another
cast member) Rudy's going to ��1

".

he added. 
Appearing on a live "town hall" • 

meeting that aired after the two, 
• hour "Survivor" finale, Hawksaid,

"If I'm going to make $1 million, I'd
rather work for it."

That's just what she'll do - work
for. a living - when she returns to
her job Sept. 15. Hawk continued to
haul concrete throughout the sum­
mer while "Survivor" epispdes 
aired, Rivecca sa.id.

Most of Bawk:s fellow workers at.�·
Sonag Ready Mix said they had few ;:
opportunities to w�1tch the shoWi ,:.
which aired at 7 p.m. Wednesdays. 
Summer is the busiest season in l
the concrete business.

And while they were sad to see ,., 

her fall short of the $1 million, they ···'
said they couid ttse her help back at .:.,
work.

"You always want somebody to be
able to win $1 million," Ganos said ''.
after learning Hawk had been '
voted off the island; "She's so nice. ·'

. She's fun to be around. 
"By the same token, maybe we'll 

see her (back at work) again." • 

(Kari Richardson· can be reaclied 
at krichardson@conleynet.com) - • • 


