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;:g_qsan Hawk, nov/apart-tirrie. 
J.�lµhri!Y trucker, has a guest shot
:on-T;N,El's "18 Wheels of Justice."

·susan Hawk
. s_tays afloat 
On 'Survivor' •. 
. : celebfity

By T!M CUPRISIN 
ef, U1e- Journal Sentinel staff 
• ,..,bnly (;,ne of tlie 16·cast mei:nbers 
of "Survivor: The Australian 
Guthack" will win $1-million .. 
-'·And as for the 15 losers, they 
couldn't find a better case study 
fof\f:i,eir post-"Smvivor" G,ireers 
than Wisconsin's own Susan 
a�w4. . --- . ·•-·· ,, . - ·-

, ,. -F�ve months after the first sea- . 
soll,of "Sut"viv01�" she's still trad-•. •• • ing on her time

. _:,., 

W
H

ERE IS· 
J:IE.,:l\tOW? 
Dldt$een, the 
Bibfo;reading sub-
stinite teacher •. fi;om:Spring Green, 
gof:nut in episode
ffi,fi-Of the first 
''Suivivor." But he 
resflrfaced in' TV 
Gultte �arlier this 
mQ/lth with. news 
tntiJthe self-pro� 
fe8$et1 ·nort,drink � 
!tigMrgin- wollld •.
�hftllp.on the syn­
�ed "Change of 
�r;t" dating show
AeJct,month (6:30 
p.tti: weekdays,
ch,nnel 58). Still,
he!iells TV Guide
ttiat he's ready to 
let :•!the fame 
�i�g" die. 

on the island of 
Pulau Tig/3.. 

• That doesn't
sound like
·much, but·· 
when was the

• last tinie you
saw Rick
Rockwell or
Darva Conger?

Theexpira•
tion date on
"reality" T\{

. stars is often 
measured.in

·weeks. But
Hawk and fel-
low "Survivor'.'

• Rudy Boes.ch •
hav.e found suc­

' · cess at the·
career that
seems to be .the

. pinnacle of
American cul- .
ture: being a • · •
·celebhty.' '' '
• Yes, c]l.te lit­
tle Colieen
Haskell i� ..
doing commer­
cials and a
movie with
Rob Schneider..
An.d neurolo�
gist Sean
Kenniff, the
most dtieless
of the original
castaways, is
tussling' in the .

�ew York tabloids with Billy Joel 
ov�fl the same woman. • . Blit Boesch, the septuagenarian 
Navy SEAL who didn't have a nice 
wora to say about anybody, and 
Ha;wk, the cement truckdriver 
wh'.1Hoyally ripped competitor 
E:e1ly Wiglesworth in the finale, 
are'»art of our pop culture. 
, Ffawk's cut-throat gamesman­
shlp,'and her stro1;1g America's 
Dzyffyland persona have helped 
keep the 39-year-oM alive in a •. 
crowded celel;irity landscape. The 
show has helped spawn a new 
carijer and has finally put her 
trrick-drivil1g career on hold . 

She tbok a voluntary layoff from 
Sonag Ready Mix in Menomonee 
Fall'S on Dec. 18 as the cement­
driving season slowed down. 

"I did it so the guys under me 
who need the 40 hours can get it," 
she says. "I'm still going to stay. ' 

, ,  ________ , · · · · - · ·--··- - ----------·-----·-----·-· · ·--



Hawk still flying high 
on 'Survivor' celebrity 

!-!AWK, From 1 E 

driving a truck, but I'm going to 
be a relief driver." 

So her full-time. gig goes part­
time as she concentrates on a 
host of other things that come 
with being a celeb. Right now, she 
can't say a single solitary word 
about the new "Survivor" be­
cause of an exclusive deal she has 
with TV Guide to analyze the 
show for the weekly magazine. 

There are personal appear­
ances, like one last weekend with 
Rudy during_ an Admirals hockey 
game at the Bradley Center; 

A..11d she's been doing a bit of 
television, like an upcoming guest 
shot on "18 Wheels of Justice," an 
action series on cable's TNN 
which, as the name says, has a 
strong trucking flavor. That's 
scheduled to air at 10 p.m. next 
Tuesday. 

There are other things on • the 
horizon. 

"I did shoot a pilot a week ago 
out in California," she says. "I 
can't even say anything about it." 

All you can drag out of her is 
thafit would be a regular role in 
a weekly series. And she says 
there would be a Wisconsin feel to 
the show. 

There's a genuine Wisconsin 
feel to Susan - it's easy to cctll 
her by her first name, since that's 
how millions of Americans came 
to know her last year. For the re­
cord, "Susan" was the name given 
to her by "Survivor" producer
Mark Burnett. • •• 

"He's. English, you know, and 
he called me Susan, and I thtmght 
that's what I'd use on the show." 
• Her husband, Tim, calls her

"Suzie." Her family calls her
"Snze."

Her accent is pure and unadul­
terated Wisconsin - and "un­
adulterated" is the best way to de­
scribe her personality. As for the 
personality she showed on TV, 
she says: 

"It was me, but was the strong­
est parts of me. I'm pretty, like, 
generous with people." 

It was that • strong character
that made Hawk stand out among 
the "Survivor" 16 -· even though 
she ended up in fourth place. This 
is a working woman, not some­
body just sitting around dream­
ing of being a star. 

She says she always has had a 
part-time job in addition to full-

time work. She used to work ev­
ery other weekend c1.s a w.aitress­
bartender in addition to driving. 
Work is second nature to her. 
That new house she and her hus­
band built in Eagle isn't painting 
itself, you know. 

And she views all the celebrity 
stuff as work, too: "It's just like a , 
different job." 

Believe it or not, this isn't her · 
first stab c1.t acting. That came at 
Waukesha South High School, 
when .she lectrned a drama class 
could get her the English credit 
she needed: "I got tired of reading 
the books and all." 

In between all the personal ap­
pearances, she says she wouldn't 
mind doing some legitimate tl:le- • 
ater somewhere in the Milwaukee·: 
area. It would give her a chance:. 
to hone her skills, help her learn, 
to memorize lines and keep that, 
new job alive, 
• And as the second series of

"Survivor" is set to debut Sunday:,
night, she's still not tired of the;
people who come up to her in
places like grocery stores and
movie theaters and say "you1
should have won."

In a lot of ways, she did wini. 
Her victory came with that 
speech blasting competitor (and., 
former island buddy) WigleS1i 
worth, saying that if she found 
Wiglesworth "laying there dying; 
of thirst, I would not give you �J; 
drink of water. I would let the vulr;, 
tures take you and do whatevelj; 
they want with you." 

Hawk is still adamant that her 
monolog11e was the right· thing to 
say. 

"Dammit, I meant everything :f 
said," she says firmly. ·; 

And . she says the folks· she, 
meets still give her the thumbs-up, 
for . her performance, like the,;. 
businessman she ran into in the., 
airport in Providence, R.I. 

• •• 

, "Ife • grabbed my hand anq:; 
shook it and said, 'Thank yotj

)
\ • 

what you had to say at the en,1f 
was the best.' " 

• Her spiel� the climactic scene,
for the strong character she por,.. 
trayed as "Susan" on "Survivor'L 
- has helped keep her a recognizi 
able media figure after five: 
months. .,; 

That's np mean feat. Just a�R 
Brittany Petros from CBS' other 
stab at reality programming, "Big 
Brother." 

Brittany? Who's Brittany? 


