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Strike could .cause m·ore TV, drama 
' • • • • 

Since television is amuser-in- r�ctors creat- our appetite is diminishing for 
chief for most of us, some worri- ed powerful . yet apqther Cb,er profile or slap-
some news about series TV came . 

0 r i g i n a 1 dash • "expose." As • scriptless 
Uout

1 
of Los An

1 h
gele

d
s the oth�

1
r d!3f plays/ •. many hours keep proliferating. and get-

n ess coo ea s preva1 , 1t s : live. Lots· of ting sleazier - "Temptatioll Is� 
likely that future strikes by TV these talEmted land" hits a new low - one· can writers and actprs will jeopar- . souls; .indud- only hope for viewer interest to • 
dize the fall season and, perhaps, · t • f a· • • h • • . mg wo . o • 1m1ms .prime-time television as we 11 know it. , 

Ho • ywo.od 's Drama is home to some Jirst-
. We're told that network execu- t

b eSt ·.·
S
d.id

rec- class writers. Though �h�Jr 
Hves aren't worried. Why? In- • ors., • .. 1 ney names aren't familiar· to most 
t d f • fi ·n Lume( and MIKE v1·ewers, Dav1•.d. c· ha. se·, .n_av· 1·.d$ ea o paymg or a those ex, Arth p • 

pensive . writers: ,and actors, . · • • ··t
ur · enn, • Milch, ba�id E. ·Kelley (detect'a 

th '11 • t • · h 1 b • wen •on· to 'DREW t"'end.here?.), Aaron_.·Sork.·1·n,·•ste-ey Ju. s ;§ign.up sue ce e ri- • • •• • s 1• • 
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t b • k d 
• .un pres- ve . ven .. B."'".hco,Mars·h-·1l 0e·rsk·ov·1·tz Y. wapna __ �$ a.s true . river Su-· m o v i e. ca- , , . "" cu i., 

san Hawk 6f Eagle, Wis., for such and Ed ·zwick, among others, 
"reality" series a:si 'her "Survi- reers. demonstrate consistent writing/ 
vor." 

• Coincidentally this season, producing excellence. But if 
.Calling · those . voyel,lr sh9ws both meri'are back on the tube in enough ''Survivor" and "Millio.n­

"reality" is ridicu,lous: They're what many • of 1 \\S consider an aire" clones hit, the greedy net­
contrived to appeaUo out baser even brig:h,ter . time for drama. works figure they; 1'@�¢11.t ;PaY

. instincts. Let's •\ilSl •the- terin Lum�t (!'Network," /'The Ver- for all thattalent. • • • 
"unscripted,'.' whicn·· also, in' , .dict"))high on.-m.y ,list -of. best- Also, Hawk and Richar.d• eludes. game sh·ows, .m· a· l•n· ly· ·.• • ever .. m .. ov.ie.' directors, is writing·, Hatch; the "Survivor" . winner,"Who Wants to Be a Million, producing : and directing '

.
'100 .had better TV years ip. 2000 than aire." • Centre Street," which premiered Michael Richards, Bette Midler Preparing for a walkout, the last' wef;)X on A&E. Alas, it's be·. and ·other costly stars.' Name ac­nets are stockpiling lots of both. .low hts.'·usual standards. Penn 

'l'hat's bad news for people who ("Bonnie and Clyde") has pro- tors also are exl}endable. So

believe the terms ''quality"and duced{or"Law & Order.'' · don't be surprised to see the net-
"television" aren't mutually ex- . works play high-stakes chic,l{.en 

. _Viewed • today, the 1950s dra, . in strike negotiation,s, elusive. These developments mas sutfe;r 1:>y comparison, and come during a critical ;period in • not just . technically, with • the If the walkout lasts 22 weeJ.cs,.
a strong era. for TV drama. · peerless "The West Wing" • arid •. as it did .in 1988-'89, it- will keep
· Every TV form has its golden often "The Practice ,, ''Law & Or- new drama installments off the 
age. Westerns peaked in the . der," ''The •.Sopran�s,'' • ''Judging air until next year. Some produc­
tube's early years, when every .. Amy," "ER,": "NYPD Blue" and ers won't be aQle ·to keep.their 
self-respecting horse· in • Holly- three worthy newcom.ers: ,,'Ed," . • companies tog�ther t}J.at long,
wood had a series. In the 1960s, "Giueon's,:crossing"• and '.'Gil- , and some good shows c;ouli:f.va.n-
any performer who cou,ld carry wore'Qirlst • . ish, Let's pray that, over time, 
a tune, and several who couldn't, . 

· 
· drama and com.edy are TV sta-

fronted a variet.Y ho11r .. Sit.uatio'n • E;njo�.· tii;eW,- iwhile·, YOU 'can. • 1 th t ill d 
.. 

comedy reached its ;enith in the Even· wit)J,put the li.ke1Y: strikes P es. a w en' �e. 

'70s, specifically on Saturday andthe:�i$,eiot'unscr,4!�d. televi- Meanwhile, what ,wui we 
nights in 1973 when CBS' Mary sion,;d,va:1�,a:ls.fµ.tlJ;t'e',w2$n't.rosy. watch? Wh�n we're up to. here 
Tyler Moore, Bob . Newhart, Every/yf�r,,' most 'ptbd ucers with ·reruns, <'SurviVQf; fJ'.' and .
"MASH': and ''All iti t:h,e family,"_ · poc:k:etl,ss prpfit. C9sts'keep ris- nightly R�,gi.f. , •• ... '.: ,' WJ. ca:n 
with a little help from Carol Bur·· ing ·a:nd, witt,.. vl$W.�r:$luP either watch repla�:�tP .:���i!:J9\'\11S 
nett, kept millions home. : > : -.. •

·· . 
. flat. or a.;e,c�inin,g, Il'l.QSt : dramas and ca ble • 

' nqntti.J'�Ct 
Television historiansih.ave· c�r: get into Jhe �l.!it�k. QlilY' after lots • Leno and • n ··.'us

ebra,ted the - 1950s as the golden of sy.n dicated reruns: i', • •• survive. T. .. 3�Y, writ. �eir 
age ·of TV drama. Each week on • Dur,i�g t�l�vi..s��n.!:S i;last long own jokes?.,.,

. • •• • •• •• --,,.' ••
"Playhouse 90," "The U.S. Steel strike, the network,$ sharply in­
Hour" and others, some of Amer- creased the· number Qf. newsma,
ica's best writers, actors and di- gazines. Some: • rexn�t�, though

. Write Mike EJrt,w,at 
mikedrew@ex�pg;cam. 


