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When ari. opening for a bj�toi:i,­
an ·for tlie Joint .Cliiefs of Staff 
opened a few inonths- ago, appli� 
cants needed a unique set of qual-
ifications. ' .. _. . .. . . 

_·_ . , Ani:ong_ #le - requirements: . a 
.... ·Ph.D in,hisfoi&,-an Arm¥ reservi�t 

rank of lieutenant colonel-or colo, 
nel and the proven ability to pro-

• duce high�quality historical writ- .
mg. . - • • . 

Also, a "top secret" clearance.: 
Which certainly winnowed can­

cUdates' to a v�ry small pool. But 
• University of Wisconsin-Madison
military history professor John

• Hall could check all the boxes. 
So following a phone interv:ie:,W

and a few days of vetting, Hall gqt
• the call to head out.to the Pentagoµ 
,._. w writeithe- official history 9f the 
• development- of counter-terror•

- ism plans •�d str�tegy.. flall
knows that -the history. he -writes
• will vecy likely be classified, but
• he's hoping•he might be· able to
e".'en1;0aµ.2;i:_ele.l!se something to a 
wider readership. 

. "I hope :twill be able· to write a
full and faithful histQry of the op­
er_ations- I'm·cov:ering. That will 
obviously be a highly classified
document. -!:anticipate it would be 
at the top secret level," said Hall► 

--,- · ., -·-
• , . . . 

- seltine � , 
professor. of _;u.s;.,._ 
military �-·a1: '.

i:il 
o is-Then

Hall take 'that same'..doc� 
ument and ,redact; 

edit, excise, e�c., and try to pro­
duce a.version.0f-it.devoid of any 

. , ·sensitive infonnation that :would 
• ::,. -1,� useful by.ii broader·generaI au.,

- dience," • Hall added. "It's �so

• . • guite_p_ossible !herE:l _wp.l op!y be a--­
.• elassifled version and 1t will.be de-. 
- classified years c;lown the r.oad."

" The West Point graduattr@ent
• 15". years· oii active du� in the

, -Army. as an infantry officer ·and 
/ • strategic planner plus .another 4� 

years in the Reserves. where·_he 1s 
,;_ a lieutenant colonel.' He joinedthe 
. -UW•Madison faculty : iitffe29')9, 

. teaching a vap�ty ·9f' class��.:on . 
. - _military hist�ry as well as,N��v:� 
• - American and·_ early-.An:tenccµi • 

- : history; ·. ·:. '-'· ,; ' . ' . ,.1c:-:, :the U.S>Armed Forces -ha�
, documented 'its history sip.ce 
: -·Womd War U,-freQueritly __ by4listo-, 
; 1ians1ike,Hall,wh� �tem,�'l>,�-
:. �'- ticipants,:read-documents1ai1�:J;e-- _ 
'".fpoits and·'Write -�- -aceoUI1f:soon· 
_<':�after the:eyent. ' •• ' • : •;;r: ]·''. ., ; {- . 
• :=:. • Hall tells his:.stu,deritf tliat for
·_ � inost historieal _subjec�: �ere•�
_ ·usµally a ro]Jing,.�O-:yeaf'Window
i.:..-wheie· journalists ·ar,e· 'the, ones
''::telling· the- . story -· of ·3vv¥t hap-
�, j:,ened. • · · . · · • - ;,: · -�. : ", .�·:"Then with.·the persp·ective-of 
• - the ·distance:--provided • from an

event where principals get more
candid in their old ag� or t!Iey feel

, more free- ta 'talk because:=others
• •· �hav.e died,. y;ou can write ,a .. much
: fuller and"'dee.per ·m_story of _the
events than what was po$s1ble
�¥Je they were unfolding," Hall

-sm.d. . . - :
"That doesn't mean that first 

draft of 1$tocy typically written
by journali_stf Wli$ not worth the_ 
effort. :The wor}y subsequently
done by ,histoj;iails-:would be much
harder had·.the:re not been those 

• first drafts ·or.history."
He's not sifue how long:}J.e'llbe. 

at the Pentagon o'bserving,•inter• 
viewing and�onf�r:ring with four· 
star generals as Jlie· global war on 
terror plays·-out. But- it's likely 

:, he'll be ..oh-leave from UW for a 
few years. • • . • · _ -
. Hall reports to Fort Belvoir in

• Virginia· this week- and will begin 
• his ·new ·appointment aften Labor
·Day. ' _ 

: � :� Meanwhile, he • plim�,to, con• -,; ,tinue ad:vising:uw, :graduate �tu; dents and_ serve .,on, campus corn .. mittees while h�s in Washington,, D:C. �e•n·aiso continue worl9ng .with history professor -MaryLo1,1 ' Rqberts to d�velop a newprqgram 'at-UW. a°Qriut ·the· intersection of .• 
war and society. 


