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My interest in Oak Grove Cemetery in Eagle, Wisconsin, led me to the discovery of 

a man named - Peter Grems. He is listed in the website "Links To The Past" -

Waukesha County Genealogy-Oak Grove Cemetery, Eagle Township-History- as 

"Dr. Peter Grems-The first veterinary doctor in the Wisconsin Territory". I was 

curious to find more information about this doctor! 

In searching for information to corroborate this "veterinary doctor" title, I began 

by looking into the history of Peter Grems. My discoveries told a very interesting 

story of the short life of Peter Grems. 

Peter was born in Minden, Montgomery, New York in 1817. 

In 1821 the family had moved to Western, Oneida County, New York. His siblings 

are noted as being born there. 

An 1840 Boonville, Oneida County, New York Federal Census lists Peter Grems 

(Grenes}, as 1 male (age 20-29}, 1 female {20-29) and 1 female (under 5). 

In 1847, he is living in Westernville, (Town of Western), Oneida County, New York, 

and becomes a widower. His wife (Martha} is buried there. 

In 1848, he marries Amanda Gambia from New York Mills, and they move with his 

four children-Mary, Wesley, Dustin and Elizabeth to Eagle Wisconsin. 

1849 - Peter was part of an "interested members of the district11 (school}, who 

convened on August 28th
, at 6pm. to discuss a new schoolhouse. They met again 

on September 1, 1849, and voted on the new school building. A third meeting he 

attended was September 24th
, 1849. 

His name is mentioned in the Waukesha County Register of Deeds-online Land 

Tract Index-as a "Grantee" of land from "Grantor" Williston W. West on August 

22, 1848, Eagle, Section 28. Various other transactions are noted here, with the 

most notable of a land transfer to "Eagle School Dist.No.3" on October 5, 1849. 

This school house stands on Old World Wisconsin property. 



Peter's 1850 Eagle Wisconsin Federal Census in very interesting! 

1. Peter - listed as a farmer - has started a new family in Eagle - 1 year old

daughter-Emma is born here.

2. Henry Grems (Peters brother)- carpenter- lives next door.

3. His household lists sister-in-law-Jane Gambia and a 52 year old Black- Male­

Laborer- by the name of Titus "Sootfan".

4. John "Sootfan" 11- lives with neighbor - Johnson family.

1852- Peter has additional property in the Village of Eagle Centre. Section 22, 1 

lot-Block A. 

1852-September 7, an article in the Waukesha Democrat describes a meeting 

that occurred at the Schoolhouse in Eagle Centre on August 28th for the purposes 

of organizing a "Granite Club." He is the temporary chairman of that club and 

later becomes the secretary. The same source and date show an article with the 

heading ''Democratic Mass Meeting at Waukesha". Within the article is a list of 

vice-presidents listing Peter Grems as the Vice President for Eagles' membership. 

1852-Titus Sutphen owns 80 acres in Section 28, Eagle, Waukesha County. 

Wisconsin. 

1853 January 1, Peter dies of small pox and is buried in Oak Grove Cemetery. His 

headstone was located and the inscription reads: Many are the afflictions of the 

righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. Psalm 34:19. 

1853 Eagle Assessment Roll shows his wife and brother now live in the Village of 

Eagle Centre. 

In 1857, Widow Grems remains listed in Eagle's Assessment Rolls. Peter's brother 

Henry moves to Mukwonago (1865 census) and eventually back to New York. 

The 1860 New York Federal Census and 1865 New York State Census shows 

Amanda and her two youngest daughters (born in Eagle} have moved back and 

are living with sister Mary and then Sarah and their families. 

There was NO mention of Peter as a doctor or veterinarian within that search. 



Because of that, I contacted Dr. Fred Born and Dr. Rodney Kuenzi. Both are 

veterinarians with a special interest and expertise in veterinary and veterinarian 

history. Together we tried to substantiate this "Links To The Past" claim as a 

veterinary doctor. After more than a year of research, neither were able to find 

any corroborative information. Dr. Fred Born was able to provide some 

information about animal care during that time. Some of his theories are: 

Peter may have been a "non- graduate" veterinarian. A few early vets went to 

England to study however, the first veterinary college in the U.S. was in 

Philadelphia in 1852. Peter died on January 1, 1853. 

Dr. Born also stated, during that time, if someone was a farrier or had a special 

interest or knack of taking care of animals (some type of animal husbandry), 

they may have been referred to as a "doctor" or 11veterinarian". 

Also of note, Peter moved to Wisconsin between 1848 and 1849. Wisconsin 

became a state in 1848 and was no longer a "territory". 

Requests to the Wisconsin Vital Statistics, Waukesha County Register of Deeds, 

Waukesha Public Library, Milwaukee Public Library, Walworth County Register 

of Deeds, Wisconsin Historical Society, Waukesha County and Eagle Historical 

Society, and Oneida County (New York) Research Library turned up minimal 

background material for Peter and "no information" about Peter as a doctor or 

veterinarian. A trip to the Wisconsin Historical Society in Madison searching 

through early books, pamphlets and microfilms about the Wisconsin 

Agricultural Society or Farmers Clubs in 1851 and 1852 (the earliest 

documentation of these organizations), to determine if there was any mention 

of "Dr. Grems" did not produce any results. 

An inquiry to The Royal Veterinary College and Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons yielded this response ... 

"Our archives primarily record the activities of the Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons, which was established in 1844. Once the RCVS was established, men 

working as veterinary surgeons, who had studied at the Royal Veterinary 

College in London, or William Dick's veterinary college in Edinburgh, were able 

to join as members. I have not found Peter Grems listed amongst the 

members, or as an early correspondent or supporter of the RCVS. It is possible 



that he studied at either of those vet schools and the returned to the US, 

without interacting with the RCVS at all. At the time it was not necessary to 

complete your studies, or be a member of the RCVS, to be able to call yourself 

a veterinarian or veterinary surgeon.'' 

While continuing to research Peter's background, a closer look into Ward 

School No.3 turned up unexpected results. Historical anecdotes state his 

property was located just east of the schoolhouse. He was involved in the 

development and organization of the new Ward District No.3 Schoolhouse in 

1849. It was in reading this article that it l noticed a statement that read ... "He 

was a veterinary; died a young man ... " The source was obtained from the Eagle 

Historical Society called "Ward School Chronicle", author and date unknown, 

but written for a Centennial -The first hundred years of Ward School. This is 

the only mention of Peter as a veterinarian l have seen. 

Peter's obituary notice was found in an obscure newspaper called the 

Waukesha Chronotype, which was published for one year! It was listed 

January 11, 1853. Within the article, it states he died of small pox. He was 

mentioned to be a good neighbor, a faithful husband, father, and friend. It 

was the "friend" component that was of additional interest to me. 

An article about Peter Grems discovered in the Waukesha Democrat­

Waukesha Wisconsin, Tuesday September 7, 1852, mentioned the formation 

of an Eagle political group called the "Granite Club". Peter Grems was noted 

to be the chairman of this first meeting, and then became their recording 

secretary. In short, The Granite Club was part of a Democratic political group, 

organized to support Franklin Pierce, from New Hampshire, an anti- slavery 

state (known as the Granite State) as their presidential candidate in 1852. 

Some say Pierce never fully articulated his views on slavery, which allowed him 

to be acceptable to all factions. Various sources state Pierce believed the 

abolitionist movement was a threat to the unity if the nation, supported the 

Fugitive Slave Act, and the south on issues of slavery. During the Civil War he 

supported the Confederacy. Part of the 1852 newspaper article states ... 

"Resolved, that while the Constitution of the United States declares, that all 

persons held to service or labor, who may flee from one state to another, shall 

be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such labor is due, still we 



regard several features of the act, known as the Fugitive Slave law, as 

unconstitutional, and illiberal, and will use all honorable exertions to affect its 

repeal, or to so modify it as to render it less repugnant to the minds of 

freemen. Remaining resolutions appear to mention party unity over making 

slavery "a test question, or a bone of contention, for the purpose of 

disorganizing the democratic party, and thus sacrifice those cherished 

principles which we have for years upheld . ..... That while we are ever ready to 

sustain the principles of freedom and reform, we cannot make the local 

question of slavery a national issue.'' 

Additionally, I discovered both Titus Sutphen and Peter Grems lived in 

Western, Oneida County, New York in the 1840's, which made the possibility 

of them knowing each other and traveling to Eagle together very probable. 

Titus Sutphen went on to become an 80 acre land owner in section 29 in the 

Town of Eagle in 1852. Did Peter Grems and their friendship contribute to this? 

Peter dies at 36, a young man, but his short life included- two wives, six 

children, a move from New York to Eagle, Wisconsin, involvement in 

development of Eagle Schoolhouse No.3, and political activist, contributing to 

the formation of The Granite Club and opposing slavery. What an incredible 

person Peter must have been! 

Unfortunately, 11Doctor" and "veterinarian" still remains a mystery! 
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