
Sean Dempsey, who lives on a farm i the town of Eagle, has noticed an unfairness and a disparity in the

amount of taxes he pays on his land, rt of which is in the town of Eagle and part in the town of Palmyra. 

D I t pro e tax increases 
Tovvn of Eagle far example of discrepancy 
Sy Jackie Costa 
Freeman Siaff 

TOWN OF EAGLE - Sean 
Dempsey can see his tall, blue si­
los from along the winding roads 
of the scenic Kettle Moraine. 

As he approaches his 1,000-
acre farm, he vvonders why his 
property taxes have increased so 
dramatically. 

Dempsey, 30, has helped work 
the farm since the 1960s and be­
lieves there is an unfairness in 
taxation of his property. He paid 
between $18,000 and $19,000 in 
property taxes in 1985. In 1989, 
the amount jumped to about 
$32,000, he said. 

Part of his farm is in the town 
of Palmyra and part is in the 
to\vn of Eagle. Because it is as­
sessed differe.!).tly, Dempsey pays 
more on the land in the town of 
Eagle. His said his problem is 
linked to the Kettle Moraine For­
est, which is owned by the state 
D epartment of Natural Re­
sources. DNR land is not on the 
tax roll. 

Dempsey is not the only one 
who has called attention to the 

_ jiscrepancy. Many families 
'.hroughout the Palmyra-Eagle 
3chool District have voiced frus­
ration over their tax increases. 

Paul Endres, consultations and 
rndit section chief at the state 

1"'he Next Step 

V'lhat: Investigation of the 
e _ualization formula used in 
t e Palmyra-Eagle  School 

·strict and the effect it has
o taxpayers

\\'hen; Report to be com­
p' te by Monday, Sept. 23 
ill ere: Department of Pub­
Ii Instruction in Madison 
ii o: Paul E;nclres, ponsul­
ta ions and audit secti014 chief 
at the Department of Public 
In truction, 608-266-2804 

rtment of Public Instrnc­
will try to find some rea­
for these ta...x differences 
eek. 

In i985, the School District's 
tax ate was $15.36 per $1,000 of 
equ· lized value. In 1990, the rate 
was 20.42. 

A ecent Legislative Fiscal Bu­
reau study analyzing the fiscal 
effe t public land has on the 
Pal yra-Eagle School District 
sho s the equalization formula 
for uch instances. is working, 
said Meggan J>_lufka, legislative

assistant to state Rep. Stephen L 
Nass, R-\.Vhitewater. 

Endres, however, will investi­
gate further. So far he has found 
the DNR mvns 14.5 percent of 
the land in the town of Palmyra 
and 33 percent of the land in the 
town of Eagle. Next he will com­
pare the School District's equal­
ized value, enrollment and costs 
shared with the state over the 
past five years, he said. He plans 
to report his findings by the be­
ginning of next week. 

His findings " will better ex -
plain to residents what has hap­
pened to the School District in 
terms of property taxes and an 
increase in the tax levy," he 
said. 

"This will help the district de­
cide what it can po to lower the 
levy," he said. 

In cases like Dempsey's, where 
prop erty t axes have almost 
doubled, the increase is not only 
because of an increase in the 
School District taxes. 

The prope1iy tax increase dur­
ing the past five years is also the 
result of assessment adjustments 
or property improvements. 

"The formula works. It just 
doesn't seem to be. Now we will 
start looking at the reason," 
Plufka said. "This is troubling 
(for residents)." 


