
No Hero 's Welcome Greets I 

Eagle Man Returning Home
that she would s�nd :1early 30 1.tore the depression, it just seem• ;
years of her marr1ed life there. ed like a rood common 11euse • 

(Ed. Not•: Thi1 11 U:111 firat 
of & ■eriu of i�re• articlts ol\ 
Jolin Eatl B•k•�• Th• flu2 two 
!ell cf bl• 40 yeara in Chi11a
and the third of hi, Yiew1 011 
Chbus'• fall and current posi.
fion. He nturned from Formo­
sa Jn Janllary.)

Hu hUsband had taken an tn- Yankee ingenuity.
terstate commerce comnuss1on 
civil service exam and was work- BAKER SUGGESTED that re- •
ing for that department. In fact, lie� money appropriated b:r the •
he was working wim a disting- Chinese government be used to :
uished profes�or, Henry c . .  ;J. buy food anr.l that the food be is- ;
ams, of the University of Michi- s\led in double rations to persons i
ian. helpmg to build roadbeds for 1 

branch lines of the railroad. 
Generally speaking, if you are tN 1910 ADAMS offered young "The relief money will go fur- '

insttumental in saving the life of1Baker an assistant professorship ther that way than if ycu just 
but one fellow man, you become at Michigan, but an offer from give lt away,' Baker told the '.
a ber�. I! you are an i!lrmy gen- the Southern Paci(ic rai1Ioad 1 Chinese railroad minister. Short- j
eral, mstrumental tn the deaths lo�ked bett�,r and Baker "wentj

ly after �is system was initiat- •
rif thousands of the eoemy you :railroading. ed American reporters swarmed • 
likewise become a bel"O. • Several yean later Adams the minister to learn the details •

Nothing like the roui:;ing trib• went t<;> China a.s an advisor to o! the sy1>tem. : 

BY GENE DIVINE 
Fl'.eman Siaff 

tlteis given su<;h tiational figures the Chines� government on rail- 1;\ecau.11e of ?iffieulties wit'h the ;
as Gen. Douglas MacArthur or roiid.s. Dunog the year he was Chinese and English language •

Gen. Dwight Eisenhower g.-eeted. gone, B_aker agre�d to initi .. te a batrlel;'s the minister referred ;

John Earl Baker when he re- cour� m railroading at the Unl- the reporters to Baker for a full '

turned to bis home town for a ven1ty of Michigan. explanation. ''The result was that • 
visit a few short weeks ago. Upon his nturn, Adams was my name was plastered all over 

Yet the Eagle 'born and reared reluctant � continue . with his article�, which hit the United
.m.a.n was instrumental in saving work in China. '!'he. Chmese gov• States, Baker recalls. 
the livet of not one person but ernmcnt then a1.ked him to !ind "It turned out to be a real
rnnµons:-,enough to populat; the a sul�b;; substitute. _As Baker �reak :tor me,' he quickly a.dds.
entire cit)· of Chicago. tells it, All of the swtable sub- . The Red Cro5s saw the article

Certainly there was rejoicin& :&titutes, old-er and wiser men, JU!lt at a time when they were

$m.ODJ neighbors and relatives "':'ere too well set in their posi- planning to devote a half rnllUon
in the vicinity of the Baket t1ons at that time to want to dolla1"& for relief," he remem-
fann half way between Eagle travel to China.' hers. 

and. L!ttle Prairie . 72 yeau a O In 19111 Baker and "Miss Wil• T 
come August 23. 

1 lie" packed. their beloogings and H!:Y ASXEJ> :&AKEll to han: 

The first born Baker w•� a went to China. O!!tensively to dle the funds -for them using the

10n. It ls doubt1ul that' anyone write �e :tint annual report oi �e plan, bl.!,t to build roads. 

would have believed that this the railroads in China. The Chi- er much discussion the Chi­

boy would one day direct the nese government pursuaded Bak- nese government released Baker

building of a wall the size of the �r to .stay on and help standard- �thaJ_he c�uld i1�end half of his

great wall of China. 1:i;e accounts. f e u-ecting railroad buil�nll 

Little Johnny's pals at the 
or the. �overnment and half

ward scbool nev,er dreamed that THERE �BE several re�- road bWlding for the Red Cross.

<me day 'he Wvu,ld bw1d th fir t 
l!Jolld why the ';1\1.nese 'Yl'anted the �11 Red Cron soon doubled

850 miles of .road in Ch' ci • SMvices of ' a foreigner" ac- their monl!y. The Standard Oil

mAtes at the Whitewa�aN assi cording 1o Baker. One major company contributed to relief

school wollld have been e 
0�J reason. was the Cb�ese reluc�- and many others offered monf!y

surprised to learn th t 1 k 
1 ance for unpleasantnes. When it for ihia work. Before long the

would one da inte � t 
a er came to an argument they would fund totaled a miUion and a

many railroadsyof cW: 8 � tbe rather have seen a fore1gner quarter dollars in United States

great system. 
a m O one �urt 5omeone's feeliw:s than do currency ,at the 1920 value. 

1t themselves. With this money Baker eaw the 
11' ALL LIKELIHOOD when Baker had plenty of argu- first 850 miles of motor t'Oll.dl!

he receh•ed his bachelor's de- menb. Wheu he arrived in Chi- built_ JD the four drought affected
gree at the University of Wiscon- na all of the rallroads there had provinces. These roads later
si�, and again wnen he received 

beei:i built by dlfierent foreign were used by the Japanese army 
his master's degree two years :::apital: They were all operated and still later by the Communists.

later Jn 1908 he was told by the according to procedure in the in- They grew into 85 000 mile! of 
graduation speaker that Uie vestors' homeland. roads. As Baker recalls, "One 
wot'ld depended on men like him That \\•as the second reason for war lord made effective use o:t

The speaker probably never re� wanting a man like Baker. Some- the ?riginal roads I built :n c1e­
al!zed that he was talking to a one was needed to force integrn- tendmg his province." 
man wbo would someday be the tion and standardi:r.atton ,,r the 
savior of millions of starving foreiill companies so that freight �!JldEll 'W_AR LORDS quickly

Chinese. could be hauled non-itop through- rea ize their value and built 

To he]p pay his way through out the system just as it 15 in roads up to the border of, but

the university Baker worked the United States despite the �ot acr
c
osS, their P!Ovmces. Later 

summers. The summer of 1905 m a n )· different railrood lines en. luang Ka1-Shek consoli­

he was working for the state hau.llng freight and passengers. �ated the roads �Y building lit­

board of assessments in that Sar• THE FOl\i:I""v b
e donnecting strips across the 

atoga. of the midwest, Waukesha . . �•� countries re• or ers. 

He met "one of those u it · s�nted tlus mterfercmce m tbelr Throughout thls period the

'!'ebcl girls ' from Georgia. %s� 
lines, and many Chinese resent• Baken were living in Peking,

Willie Smith of 'l'h.omasville 
ed th': l�ck of an mtegrated sys- far from Eagle or Thomagville.

Ga., had come to the health re: tern s1�1lar to �he system they In 1926. 10 years aftet' they left

sort with an ailing sister-in-law. 
had witnessed m the United the . Umled �Jales . the Chinese 

For six weeks, Baker avoided States. Baker was the buffer be- pa)' master got behind." The 

Miss Smith. 
tween the two. Ba�ers returned home for 8 va-

ln 1920 a bad drought which cation. 
''THEN WE a-z;CAME engaged !hreatened four Chinese prov­

-a tine ei<;ample of what i:ier- mces gave Baker his f11-st break 
H?Yerance will do," Baker recalls. At the: time he was working !or
For two and cne halt years they the ,iovernment railroad. minis­
steadily "and frequently," cor- ter, "a young man an,clous to
responded. Dunni: the period mAke a name tor h1mscl! " 
Bnkcr traveled to Thomai.vilk "I advised him to lower the i
once. rates on food traveling by rail 

While there he learned that !nto I.he famme area an:1 to raise
Thomasville, m the souLhwestern it on food traveling out o[ the
part of the state was a Yankee 3:ca ." When the minister car- ,
'" m1er resort. "The people there rled out the s\lggestion, Baker 

I

' 

rcco,:::ni:zed but two kinds of had anothet idea, 
Y::mkces-the rich Yankees and Although he doesn't lay claim

!the da:nn Yankees. I wasn't to the distinction, Bc1kcr may 
rich " have been the inspiration for the 

Sh,.,.,.tly aftl"r he received hls WPA. in America during the de­
masters degree, on Dec. 30, 1908, press1on. Back ln J920, years be- I
the couple was married. The 
young bride never dreamed that 

II 'he:r ov.-n three children would ht 
born and educated .in China and 
r=:-==--=�=�1 
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