
Captor Donates to Baker's Relief 
{Ed. Jfote: This is the ••· Far !rom the seat ot the Chi .. under seven feet wide and seven smugglers. When the Japs took trip I was on the last plane to �. 

cond of a series of three a.rti• nese government he was captur- feet high, completely around the over Baker came home m 1942. leave China and it was a week 3 
eles on. John Earl Baker, 72, • eel by bandits. "1 ignored the wcrld at the equator," Baker From then until 1945 he served late,'' Baker rcca11s. u former Eagle ruldent, who fact that I was a captive and claims. During the peak ot the as a consultant to various Wash- . . !< 
returned from Formosa in Jan- acted like an invited kuest. 1 operation 500 ,000 men a day were tngton agencies. HE REMAINED m Formosa 
u•rT'• The first two article■ took the truck and gave tbe ban. throwing dirt. until January of this year. His �< 

deal whh hit Uft and th• Shird dlt chiet a ride. The cost was 20 miJUon United llf JIU HE WAS a consultant job was to OK the .spending of tell• his Tie..,-.1 on the preH!!.1 :t turned out that he was an States dollars. It took Baker two to the. United Nations relief and runds to improve the farmer's China situation,) ex.wheelbarrow coolie who knew more years of accouatmg to com• rehabilitation administration. "l tot. Technical advisors would n 
Synopsis: Baker was born what roads needed repair. When plcte the operation. At one time didn't like that set up. They check various plans and present c 

he saw how I worked my relief he had h,..o nullion dollars unac• . . them in completed form to the I 
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:� system he donated $50 to relief. counted for other than that it wante.d �o ·�Hg China up to date commission which would pass on -

tended the Ward school. White· "My 
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truck driver complained w�,s being used for relief. 
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N 1 h t d th that $14 of the money had bee 1 only 10st $5,000 during the . • • • 
Baker is a 1ittle piqued about 
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n;�� e stolen from him the night bt e.ntire operation," he boa�ts. "I In 1946 Baker rehred. In 19�8 his latest return home. "Wash• 

fore." But to avoid any unpleas• figured the results were 1mpor• he went to China as . t�e Ame1:_1- ington said 1 was getting too In 1905 he met h!s wife. a antness Baker turned the money tant rather than a foo� proof sys- can member of a Joint U. !i.• old," be snorts. At present Bak• Georgia peach, m Waukesha. over to a local missl n r . _ tern to. keep petty of!icrnls !rom China commiss10n on rura! re• er is visiting his three sisters jn They were married in 1908. In pb nage 
O a J or squeezing a little money for construction. He was appointed E gle 1910 Baker 11went railroading." a • themselves." Much o! the $5,000 to the post by President Tru• a • . . . 

ln 1916 the? Chinese govern• BEFORE THE BAKERS could was recovered. man. M:s. Baker 1s visiting h�r 
rnent hired him to unify the return to the u. s., the Yang• After a couple of months at f�m1Jy In Thomasville. Baker s
Chinese railroad system. tzc river flooded, making thou- IN 1934 AND 1935 Baker work- Nanking he was forced to !lee to sisters_ are Mn. Aurel Pardee, 

In 1920 he administered re• sands of pe Ions destitute and ed on a wheat loan for the U. �. Canton. Nine months later he Eagle, Mrs. Lenna H�lcc, White­
lief during a drought in China, rumrng miles o! dikes. At the which was used to start lhe air went sllll further into west Chi• water, and Mtss Ahce Baker, 
doling out rations to persons time the United States govern- arm ot the Chinese army and na. Then he w:is forced to !lee Eagle. 
working on railroad and motor ment was involved in the ques• build more roads. In 1936 he re- to Formosa. • He will return to his home in 
road rcHct projects. He t h u s  tion ot how to dispose of huge turned h,omc long enough to get .. 1 had begun to pride myself Mill Valley, Cah!., "to rehre, 1 
built the fjrst 850 miles of mo• depression crop surpluses. a doctor� degree at the Uruver• on knowing when to �ct out, but suppose," after �everal weeks 
tor roads in Chma. . . sily of Wisconsin. I almost cut it loo close on that here. 

When the Chinese pavmaster There was talk of dumpinc A short time later he retu�ned -�===================••••••t b h" d M d i,( B k wheat m th<: ocean. Baker call• to China to look after American go 
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rs. a er ed one o! his few press confer- funds or the New York relief\ an c1r rec c I ren return• cnces He suggested that the • · 

ed home for a vacation in 1926. Chine
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I l5Y GENE DIVINE keep people alive while rebuild• come an annual aC!air. 
Fre•man Staff mg lhe dikes. After 1939 Mrs. Baker rcmain-

rn 1928 and 1929 there were The story hit the Sunday pa- cd at home o:; Cid their two 
a,c::am famine conditions m Chi- pers and sevcrnl New York mm• girls and one son. After the war 
na . A New York China relief 1stcrs gave sermons on the sub• rcl1e( Job Bnker worked for the 
�roup had heard of Baker and Ject. The following Wednesday Red Cross m China. Then m 1941 
they pur!'.uaded him to return to t h e  Chinese . Ima nee rnmister the Chinese f:O\:ernment hired, 
Chmn and administer rcller. The called Baker m and by Friday him to keep traffic moving over 1 Job done. the Bakers returned to night he was one o! five trust• the Burma road. 
the States. ces administering the project. By th<'n the only means or 

In 1930 Baker took on a job in "This is a fine example or the 
I 
tran�nortal1on mto China was 

communicat1ons for the Chtncsc remarkable? organization the Chi. the Burma rrond or through 
�ovcrnmcnt similar to lhc one he nese government was cnpablc o{ 1==�---======-=
had done on railroads. He ,vork- in those davs. Tn three short 
cd !or 5un Fo, the son o! Sun days a mull1•m1lhon dollar pro• 
Yat-Scn, founder of the Chinese Aram was passed by the lrgisJa. 
republic. ture and established in opcrat• 

UPON ARRIVAL. "I was prac• ing lorm," Baker says. 
tically met at the pier by the BAKER CALLS the episode an 
Chinese government. They had 111ntcrcsting year's work." He 
;mother relier job for me to do." doled out 15 million bushels of 
This time Ba ker doled out relic! wheat which the Chinese govern• 
funds for ro�d repair work. mcnt paid the U. S. for in full. 

"On the way to Outer Mongo• In addition Baker supervised the 
lia I was shot et several times," rc-bu1ld1ng of 5.000 miles or dikes 
he recalls. He would travel with along the r1v<!r. 
truck lo�ds of food issuing it for ''In five months enough dirt 
work done. was moved to make a wall ju.st 
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