
U. Alumnus Adndred By Chinese

] ohn Earl Baker's Career, 
of Aid to Mankind Recalled ' 

By LOUTS w. BRIDGMAN ing millions to work. He accom•. 
Back in the 1930s it was re• panicd Col. and Mrs. Lindbergh 

ported in the American magazine, on flights over the flooded areas, 
in an il lustrated article by Fra• , pointing out districts most in 
zier Hunt, that a distinguished need of relief. Two million rnen 
University of Wisconsin graduate were employed on roads, canals. 
o[ 1906, John Earl B2ker, was , dikes and wells, and he paid them 
one of two men whom the Chi• with goods instead of money. c 

ncse people held as examples for "' • • i: 
their childr,�n. 'The other coinci• Twelve million Chinese starved 
dentally, abo had been a 'i.viscon- to death, but Baker and the Red c 
�in student-Charles A. Lind· Cross saved several other mil• s 
bergh. lions from a similar fate. And o 

The d11atb of :;,,-rr, Baker ln 1957 while they were thus saved, Chi-
�erves b mean· that notable life- ria was realizing for the . first ti 
work-a demonstration of talents time her dreams of vast internal a 
evolving from a briUiant academic improvements. Baker .himself took t1 

tr�1ining on a ,�ampus that drew great pride in this result for Chi- a 
hi !: de\·otion tb rough a long life. / na , for it demonstrated the value d 
tirne o:i dedic,1tccl service to his j and practicability of work relief s, 
fe lowmcn in ;i foreign land. I without encouraging pauperism. 

"' "' " 
1· 

Oul of it cam� also a vast expan• 
The magazine's tribute spran� John Earl Baker sion of t_hc co-operative movement 0 

fNm· monumental labors in ad• . . in China. e 
ministcrin!! flood and famine re- the 0rder of the Brilliant Jade. For his work in famine relief � 
lid to stricken Chinese regions, Baker's first ministry to the Baker became known as the p 
and in building a vast public Chinese government was as ad- "Hoover of China." 
works program w:th n<1tivc labor viser on . railway administr;ition, "' • • 
and the distribution of great stor- responsible for modernizing the On a trip o,•er one of the new 
e_s of suppl ies. For using revolu• country'.s rai lw:iys. He went to highways he had built. Baki?r 1 

t ionary methods successfully on China in H.116. When famine swept found a striking metamorphosis 
a grand scale in rel ieving nation- Chin;i's vast areas in 1931. unpa- in the spirit of the people. 
;ii di:.: rcss. the Chinl'sc !'.!tl\'crn- r:illeled clc1·aslation S\l'epl the an- • · r could have sworn , "  he wrol<' 
ment clecorated Wisconsin':,; Raker cicnt empit·c. G iven lhc task of to l\Iadison friends, "that a dif­
with M award seldom confr.rrccl directing relief, Baker bought. [erent population had moved in ;  
on  forei.!!ncrs-the Order of  the  inilia1ly, 15 mil l ion bushels of people whose heads were up and 
Bountiful rbrvcsl. .ind also with AmNican wheat nnd put the starv- who looked me in the e�•c." 
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He directed the building of the 
first thousand miles . of modem 
motor roads in China, making 

4 

possible driving from Shanghai to 
;my province south of the Yangste 
River. d: 

Tn 1934 Baker headed the 'rVhcat p; 
S,l'ndicate. set 11p to handle Fi• 
nance Minister T, V. Soong's $50 ti· 

m mil l ion cotton-wheat loan. Exten- D 
is sive work of prevent ive nature d: 
1g con I inued. From foundations thus ir. 
1e built. Chinese leaders carried on. pi 

Al�o noteworthy was his work. Ir 
nt tm<ler Gen, Chiang I<ai-shek . . as hi 
,5 inspector genera.I o[ the supervi-
�. sory commission on· the Burma 
·;t Highway, designed to assure pas• A' 
;d sage of w�r �aterials and Red 01 

�s Cross supphes tnro�gh the Burma ci
ie Road. His last sci-vice was on the rr. 
�s Joint Commission on Rt1ral Re- ti'. 
v- ccnstruction on Formosa, under lo 

appointment by President Tru- St 
man. fo 

A native of Eagle, Wis., Baker cl 
received the bachelor's degree at ni
the University ' in 1906 and was fa 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa. He w

:il received the master's degree in in
,f 1908 and later the doctorate iu fE 
3. economics. and in 1936 he was e1 
�- awarded the honorary Doctor of t� 
,n Laws. A sister, Al ice. was grnd- 01 

ua!ed here in 19 1 1. and a son, pi 
- John .  in 1940. Mrs. R, R. Crosby, 

2207 Fox Ave., and l\.Yi lo K. Swan- ti1 
ton. Route 4, are cousins. w 

Baker's academic career was n< 
one of brilliant promise from the u1 

slart. to be largely fulfilled. A it 
member of Athena, pioneer de- of 
bating society, he participated in 
the famed Joint Debate, arguing et 
t h  e affirmative on compulsory fa 
workmen's insurance against in­
dustrial accidents. And in the In­
tercollegiate � e b a t e in 1905, h 
against Nebraska, on a somewhat -
similar question , he and his col• 
leagues argued on the negative 
and winning side. 

Baker's last campus appear­
ance was in June. 1956, when he 
attended his class reunion and 
was inducted into the University's 
selective Half•Century Club. Then 
he returned to spend the last year 
of an all too short retirement ,at 
his sightly home at Mill Valley, 
Calif. , the s111tny surroundings 
where he was to receive rich com- . 
pensations in memories of an il­
lustrious lifetime service in the 
cause of needy human kind. 


