FORMER THOMASVILLE
MAN NAMED TO HIGH

OFFICE IN CHINA

Dr. John Earl Baker
Will Direct Burma

Road Operations

The following news clipping
from the March 12 igsue of the New
York Times will be rea:l with tor-
dial interest by friends of Dr. John
Earl Baker. who speat several
months here during the past year
ot two, visiting with niends and
relatives,

While here he made a number
of tallks on life and conditions in
China where he has speat so many
vears. lie is regarded as one of
the outstanding authortfies on Chi-
neses custems and economics and
his appointment to a new office of
greit importance is in recognition
ot his special abilities,

The story follows

Chungking, China. Marvel 11 (4
- An authoritative soure2 announc-
et today that Dr. Johu Earl Baker,
formerly of the American Red
Cross, had been appointed director
of the Kunming-Burma Trangporta-
tion Burcaun, controlling the Burma
Roatd,

Mr. Baker's tasks. the source dis-
closed, will bhe to Keep the route
operating smoothly aml to elimi-
nate the graft and corruntion that
threatened to cripple its value as
an rtery for inbound war material
to China and outbhoasit exports,
which produce needed foreign cx-
change.

Reports recontly cireulated that
President Roosevell's special en
voy, Lauchlin Currie. Fad asked
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek to
appoint an American director for
the Burma Road. The reports were
denjed in Chungking. Walter Wes-
selius succeeded Mr, Baker as di-
rectorr of the China relief unit of
the American Red Cross:.

l e — e e —— —

—— s —

Thomasville Times Enterprise -
March 19, 1941




