30 MILLID

Ten Million Utterly
Destitute On Yang-
tse River In China. -

HANKOW, China, Aug, 19—(Wed«
nesday)-(#)—At least sevéral hun-
dred Chinese residents- of Hankow
drowned today when the big. Chigs -
kow dyke protecting the city’s wests -
ern suburbs collapsed, inundating'.
the princtpal native industrial dis-
trict, including big flour, cottott nnd‘
silk mills,

An accurate estimate of thé num
her who perished was not possible ff
view of the chaos that preval'ed 1
low:ng the disaster. g

Although all forelgners in’ Hanar i
kow were reported safe, a great. mi
Jority of foreign women  have. dée-:.
parted from the city and more w 3
leaving on every steamer.
Chinese- Leave

A Chinese exodus from the. stricken
city also was undérway on.&a hug
scale. All available means of tun b
portation was packed with hum. y
and what persoanal belongingx cduid

were traversing what once werrc!‘t‘r"
streets, removing valuables f'rom
homes and warehouses, . i

The highest ground in Kankcw-.,
was. under ten feet of wa.ter today -
while most of tMe city- was" lnun:- i
dated from {pm to twenty feet. .

Epidemics were becoming more -
serlous among the tens of thousahds
of refugees who had nothing to drink.
but flood. waters Typhoid. ‘choletd -
and dystentery- were ra.vaging !he
helpless Chinese. ;- -

.One of ‘the most lmportant dykes
of Wuchang,: which with - - Hankow '
and Hanyang form the:so-called:trf-
clties. collapsed today while at Han-
yang. the waters' reached the tops
of the gates of the city’s uncient Wall.
Baker Arrives . . ;

Today's. disaster at-Hankow ca.me
Just a. day after errival here of John: .
Earl Baker, American gdviser fo the.
ministry of railways, who has been
loaned to the flond commisaioner and .
headed a party of commissioners who
ca.me from Shanghal by airplane. . .

~John :Earl Baker, American  ad-.
vlsor to the ministry of rallways, who :
was loaned to' the flood’ commip!lon.-;
headed the party flying here.. Hé was. -
toid cuetully. prepared. estimates. |
.dicated :30, 000,000 people wera. home-
less in the provinces of: Hupeh; Anb=
wel, Hunan.and Hornan and 10, 000.000 i
of these ‘were uttelly destitute. - i

Ghlm'a Worst Tn .38 Year:
Ba‘ket 841d he considered thy

The Americhn -has had; considers
experlenoa n° flood “rellet; K.
- 'The :Yangtse' last' night
level: of §3 feet five imch
record. The previous recor:
féet six inches on August 1870- T,
seasonal. variation is ‘between, 4
.{Continued on Page~ 1

Sandusky Register
August 19, 1931



