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150,00Q C�inese Reported Drowned 
By Flofti WaterS of Yellow River 

---------------------------- - ------- -- ·-· 

JAPSREPORT 

THOUSANDS 

DROWNED 
New Catastrophe Hits 

China.-Jap Military 
Activities Hampered 

.. 

ShanghaJ, June :'14. (ll')_,Jap­
anese military authorltlea said to­
night they believed 150,000 Chl­
neae civilians had been drowned 
by floo<l waters of the Yellow 
river now spreading over a wtde 
area In northern Honan provtnoe, 

Flood conditions were said
! be worst In the Cbungmow ar 

about 25 miles eaat of Cbencb 
the railway junction which h 
been objective of Japan·• recent 
otrenslve, now stalled by the Yel­
low rtver'a overflow. 

;,Jap1111e11e 1ol!lt:era here aa 

... ···JDitlt-·Hltl-iHU--:-·--·· 
HEADS RED CROSS 
IN STRICKEN CHINA 

Head of the International Red 
Cross relief work al Shanghai, 
China, ls John Earl Baker. He 
has visited In Thomasville sev<'• 
ral limes and la the huebau,t 
of the former Miss Willie <Smith 
of this city. Mrs. Baker Is the 
sister of Mr. Fred Smith aad • 
Dr. Charlie Smith of Thoma► 
ville. • 

I Formerly Investigating en­
gineer for the Yellow Rivet· 
Flood Commission, .Mr. Bali& 

j bas been a high official lu Chin._ 
I 

for years and be and Mra. Bak• 
er have remained there a.Ince 
the war ,..-Ith J11pa11 started. 

'!---------· 
I they had no Information concern­

Ing the fate of large Japanese 
forces scattered through the 
flooded area. 

Most ot the vlcllros, they said, 
were Chinese farmers and their 
famlUes. 

Chinese reports 'from the front 
said tbe Japanese bad been forced 
lo withdraw u far as Kaifeng, 43 
miles east of Chengchow on the 
Lungb-al railway. 

These reporta said the boiling 
yellow water was ten feet deep 
north of Cbungmow, about 25 mil­
es east ot Cbengcbow, that nwner• 
ous villages were Inundated, and 
that the .flood was two and three 
feet deep at sevel'3.l poll\ta where 
It cro88ed the Lungbal railway. 

Engineer& and relief workera 
tamlllar with the deatruotlon that 
can be wrought by "China's sor-

1 row,'' aa the stream 18 called be· 
, cause of Ila frequent floods, said 

the present upaurge waa only pre• 
llmtnary to the heavy tlow that 
normally la not at lta height until 
mid-July. 

Deliberate destruction ot the 
1 dikes, wlllch In many places con• 
' fine the river to a course above the 
• �level of the surrounding country, 
1 by Japanese artillery fire and air• 

plane bombing, and by the Chinese 
, them.selves to impede the invader, 

was said by the■e expert.a to be 
largely responsible for the present 
overflow. However, there have 
been bea vy ralna, too. 

Lack of dike maintenance in re-
' cent months while battles raged on '

\ 1 I the banks of the big stream was 
, 

\ 
believed to have aided breaks In 

V other placelL...- . '• 
_ John Earl Baker, at present bea.J 
3 i' of tbe International Red Cross re-
- lief work here and formerly In• 

veatlgatlng engineer for the Yellow 
river commission, said the course 

V or the rtood might strike anywhere 
n or. a roug11 line between Cbeng-
1. , chow and Suchow, then Into the 
:I ,

1 

grand canal and along the old bed 
:I of the river through North Klang• 
e su province to the sea. 
:I This course would sweep across . 

much of the area now occupied by j 
:1 Japanese troops and, lines of com-, 
g munlcatlona eataltliahed in their 
,. Shantung campaign to cut the • 
o east-west LUnghal railway for an \ 
e : aavance upon Hankow, China's , 
u' provisional capital, 300 miles sout\V 
•· i of Cbengchow. 
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