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By ALICE BAKER
‘Freeman Correspondent
With the recent death .of

 Mrs. Isabel Lins Engebret-

sen of Eagle, ‘‘Finis” is

penned .to the final chapter
of a family history hard to

parallel in small villages and

equally unusual in metropoli-

tan areas. .
- The- Lins’ " family * story

‘stretches over 119 years as
- Americans and- over 114

years as residents of Eagle.
Mrs. Engebretsen was the

- youngest - child of Edmund
Lins and his wife Henrietta

Macholdt Lins. Both were

- born In Saxony, Germany

and-both began their lives in

the new world in Milwaukee.

The mother was the earlier
pioneer, preceding her future
hushand by a probable ten
vears. Henrietta Macholdt
made her first contact with
Fagle at the tender age of

seven when the Milwaukee-

Migsissippi railroad was he-

.Ing put through to Whitewa-

ter and ultimately to the

Mississippi River.

She and her sister Mary

were hired by the manager

of the old Railroad “house,
which stood on the site of
the later Wm. Crank Hotel,
(This later  building was

~razed in 1958.) | 1‘"&-._ _

¥ i

The two girls were the

waitresses  whose .duties
were to bring food down
from the second floor to the
dining room for the hungry

‘railroad workers, For girls
so young the work was stren-
uous but it must have built

up amazing physical stami-

_ha as evidenced by Mrs.
Ling’ ninety year life' span.
dmund Ling came with

Lot

his family to Milwaukee in
1856, staying there till 1861
when they moved to the pre-
sent Reining farm at Eagle-
ville, . then. the prospective

business center of -the town-

- Already the newly complet-
ed railroad had sounded the

~death knell to the growth of

Eagleville, Jericho and Pales-
tine as the future commer-

cial site, and Ling’ acumen
moved the family to Eagle

(L Tpr——
= —— e i m mm mr m e m - B

afler one year’'s residence

there,

Here Lins opened a butcher
shop and saloon in the space
just west of and abutting
the. present Kettle Moraine

immn, then Kline’s hotel and

later the Diamond ‘hotel,
Lins had several brothers

and sisters, but only two of

them figure in the history of
Fagle: Charles and John
August Lins. August 'Lins,

probably more than anyone -

else, pushed the building of
Fagle. Undoubtedly he was
the most colorful character
in the -annals of that small
village. e e

9 P et
In 1861, when his family
moved to Eagleville, he en-
listed in the W.V.I. In the

Civil war he participated in

many of the bloodiest battles

and was seriously wounded

at Cold harbor. |
After g long streich in the

hospital, he returned to his
family in Eagle. Lins built

the building which now hous-
es most of Krestan’s store.
He used it for g general
store and residence, leaving
the west side for a yard.

- This he beautified by in-

\stalliﬂg a fountain supplied

by a well somewhere near
the present medical building.
He improved the appearance
of the present park by en-

~ circling it with Brady’s rocks

and installing another foun-
tain watered by |
wind - mill and well at the
rear of his store.

Next he puilt a tailor shop

‘now occupled by Crosswalte’s

Service store, He added a

third store, the present Mea-

ly’s Furniture store. This
was a drug store. His broth-
er Charles was delegated as
proprietor, but a ' certified

pharmacist was employed.
- Later he built a large club .

house on one of the islands

of Eagle Springs lake, and

also erected a small pavilion
over one-of. the springs at
presently named Paradise
springs. "He purchased the
adjoining farm land,

His genial and enterpris-
ing nature won him many
friends. He became interest-

the same

om

.
—— L}

T ey —

g

ed in politics and began his
career with his election to
the Waukesha county board

in 1872, In 1881 he had moved

up to the state assembly and
followed that progress with
two terms In the state sen-
ate in 1885 and 1887,

- Hospitable to excess, he

entertained the assembly’

and domiciled them in

Kline’s hotel.

Edmund Lins and Henriet-

ta Macholdt were married in .
1863. They had six children.:

The oldest daughter, Mag-
dalena, married a Milwau-
kee man, John A. McMana-
man, the first electrician of
the Wisconsin Telephone co.
and later an officer of Cut-
ler-Hammer. She lived in

Milwaukee the rest of her

life. ,
The oldest son Edmund Jr.

took over hig father’s busi-

ness after it was moved to
the south side of Main st.
He soon closed out the meat

- ~market and confined his en-

ergies to liquor sales, nam-
ing his saloon, “Pabst Blue
Ribhon.””. His nexf project
was the brewing of a bever-
age he called Lins’ Cycle
Sour but this sideline was

short lived and he sold out
his .interest to-an Elkhorn

party.

Mrs. Isabel
Lins Engebretsen

L - Tmam S ————
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men, directed his attention
to the incorporation of the
village which was completed
in 1899. In 1901 with -the
backing of his family and
his friends he helped estab-
- lish the Bank of Eagle. His
next venture was the form-
ing of the Eagle Telephone
co, 1n 1908, - &
- BEdmund Jr.'s life 1is per-
haps aptly summarized by
his brother’s fond remarks
which he made to the writer
- of this sketch.
‘“You know Ed was a smart
fellow. He could do almost
anything. - He managed the
band: had men come out
from Milwaukee to teach the
fellows, and to lead on big
occasions, ‘One time we had
to have a mandolin player,
but where would we gef one.
You know, Ed got a mando-
lin, fooled around with it one
afternoon and played 1t that
night. *

v +
“Ed could always hold the
band together. We had a
good bhand for years, good
enough -so we played at the
Exposition,” Chris Lins said.
When the bank was estab-
. lished 1n Eagle, Henry M.
Loibl was made cashier and
Louise Lins, assistant. Mrs.
Engebretsen also was - em-

ployed. For over thirty years
these three graclously served

the public. L :

After the depression, Mr.
Loibl would not conform to
state regulations 'in regard
to the amounts of notes held
by the bank., People were
hard put to meet interest
dead lines. Mr. Loibl knew
the 1nnate honesty of his
debtorgs and that, glven a
small - respite, every dollar
on notes would be paid.

The inspectors, however,
did not have that confidence,
hence the bank was closed
and for several years Eagle
was sadly inconvenienced.

Chris Lins, the younger son
of IEdmund Lins was as
smart as his older brother.
He attended the local school,
even playved in the band when
he was little taller than his
intrument was long. He grad-

uated from Marquette uni-
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~and the best wishes

w_
g g

Engebretsen Reg%gﬁs

Willis Engebretsen, Posimaster ot

Hagle for the past eight years, resign-
ed his office last Thursday. Attilia
Agathen, who was the agsistant, has
been appointed acting Postmaster,
Mr. Eneebretsen assumed his duties
as Postmaster in 1934 and in that cap-
acity has served the public well. Dur-
ing his vears as Postmaster he was
always courteous and accomodating
of his frieunds
goes with him.
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Engebretsen Resigns

Willis Engebretsen, Postmaster of
Eagle for the past eight years, resigi-
ed his office last Thursday. Attilla
Agathen, who Wwas the assistant, has
been appointed acting Postmaster,
Mr. En<gebretsen agsumed his duties
as Postmaster in 1934 and in that cap-
acity has served the public well. Dur-
ing his years as Postmaster he We g |
always courteous and accomodating
and the best wishes of Iis friends
goes with him.
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