
James Eno (1625–1682) was a French Huguenot immigrant who became a foundational 
settler of Windsor, Connecticut, known for his land acquisitions, civic involvement, 
and enduring legacy through thousands of descendants. 

Here’s a deeper look into his life and historical significance: 

 

����� Origins and Immigration 

• Born Jacques Hennot on August 21, 1625, in London, England, to Jean Hennot and 
Catelaine Jone, both of French Huguenot descent from Valenciennes, France 
WikiTree Find a Grave. 

• Baptized at the Threadneedle Street French Huguenot Church, a refuge for 
Protestant exiles fleeing Catholic persecution. 

• Anglicized his name to James Eno upon settling in New England around 1648, 
during the tail end of the Puritan Great Migration WikiTree. 

 

���������� Life in Windsor, Connecticut 

• Married Anna Bidwell, widow of Richard Bidwell, on August 18, 1648. They had 
three children before Anna’s death in 1657 FamilySearch Find a Grave. 

• Later married Elizabeth Holcomb, widow of Thomas Holcomb, in 1658. Though 
they had no children together, Elizabeth brought ten children from her previous 
marriage Find a Grave. 

• His third marriage was to Hester Eggleston (née Kelsey) in 1680, widow of James 
Eggleston Find a Grave. 

 

���� Land and Civic Contributions 

• In 1660, James was granted an island in the Simsbury River and 50 acres on the 
mainland. 

• In 1666, he and John Moses negotiated with Nassahegan, a Poquonnoc sachem, to 
purchase 28,000 acres for Windsor. For this, he was awarded additional land known 
as Tilton’s Marsh WikiTree. 
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• His involvement in church governance led to tensions over the Half-Way Covenant, 
reflecting his insistence on religious rights and inclusion WikiTree. 

 

�������� Death and Legacy 

• Died on June 11, 1682, in Windsor, Connecticut, and was buried in Palisado 
Cemetery Find a Grave. 

• His descendants spread across Connecticut, New York, Massachusetts, 
Maryland, and beyond, with over 1,500 documented descendants spanning 17 
generations FamilySearch. 

• Allied families include Towne, Holcomb, Hartwell, Flint, Russell, Parcher, 
Cumming, Nokes, Congdon, and many others FamilySearch. 

 

������������ Sources and Further Reading 

• James Eno of Windsor, Ct (1625–1682) and Some of His Descendants by Joyce E. 
Mortison offers extensive genealogical detail FamilySearch. 

• His profile on WikiTree includes ancestral charts and land records WikiTree. 

• Find a Grave provides burial details and family connections Find a Grave. 

 

Would you like help visualizing his homestead, mapping his land grants, or tracing his 
descendants in Simsbury or Ogema? I’d love to collaborate on a tribute panel or historical 
vignette. 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Eno-6
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/15174002/james-eno
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/koha:830893
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/koha:830893
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/koha:830893
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Eno-6
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Eno-6
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/15174002/james-eno
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/15174002/james-eno

