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Twelve ye�rs ago an engineer and his f mily of four, 2

pretty pink- cheeked, wife b,nd i:;wo sons , cc1me to our town. 

Little· c..iia we know of our goou fortune. Our town hc.s little 

t.0 give to people. and the turn-Over of po.9ulat.ion is great. 

But th:irs· engineer was not looking for whfr t cJ. town can 

give to a.nyone.. On the conb'a.ry, he was looking for an op­

portuni t:y t.o give c,on.st:u.uc.ti ve help t.o the, town.. .kccording-

1.y,, he hought. a. house., nea1� the. center of town, and he and

his f1:.,mily settled themselves in the mosaic of living in 

our very small t:own of Eagle, .. 

It takes time. tD est.irr1at.e the measur-� of a man, but in 

that prrope:V' interval, we learned that he was born in Newton, 

Ka.nsas; b..ttended scho:bl there; later attencied High School in 

To�,eka , Kc,,nsas; ana then went on to the University of Kan­

sas wher(--1 he took his Bac-0,elov '1s of Sci.ence and Electrical

degree. JI. good student., he rec.ei ved a Fellowship at the 

Mct.ssa.c,husetts rnst.i tute of T.echnology ,Boston, Mass. in 1939 .,.

During his c:ollegiate yeurs ,he made the c:1cquaintecnce of 

Ma.ry Edi th 6hf\llac,omb.Q., Very soon he decided t.hat she was 

the person he wa.nted for his life partner. Mary Edith, how­

ever·, needed, to be conv;inceu. of that fc:sct. With his usufal 

q_uiet, unwav,::ring persistence, 8am ceci.sed t.o be the 11 pest 11 

f 
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Ed. th hc:..d. dtlbbed him in her, 

life an opinion she 

Sam comyleted one year o 

a position with the 

fc.;mily\t-o ·�:est Allis to live 

the idol of her 

changed .. 

work a. t rvr. T. T. and then se ured 

mers Company., He brought his 

hQ.rn dJ1d ng the residence in .-H"'lf-t-,,H-1H-

Ste heJ ; iJ�ving :O�n- 1

f. 

Foater's work with Allis Chalmers was that of designing 

tr.ansformer,s ., He vvo.s E .. lso res1_1onsi ble for su.i:}ervision of 

their constx·uction E:...nd their su.bseq_uent functi ning. 

Close friPnds have noted Fos.t.er' s growth and mo.stery of 

his job ., In his e.2..rly yes.rs of residence, he suffered from 

stnmach ulc.er_ a tension inuuced disease. which showed his 

grea.t. conc:ern for his job and his f ..... mily_ hut as the years 

hc.ve. gone by and succ.e_ss has resulted from his- conscientious 

and skillf.ul efforts, that illness has entirely disappeared .,. 

Foster hb.S muo.e man;y tr.<.msformer s, but his crowning achie­

ment came three. yef,j,rs ago when he designed and supervised the 

building of the tr,;nsformer for the Atomic Energy Commission 

at. Portsmouth, Ohio. 'L'-his was the largest '.P-rc,nsformer in the 

world. S•ince its finishea size was lo.v.ger than the capacity 

of c1.ny c.ar_rlier , it. was necessary to design it in sections, 

Ums demanding spec;i.al skill in that. 1Jrocess .. 

At a c:ost_ of c..:9pruximately three-fourths million dollars, 

and with ne.arl.y a year of ac:tual. time for conception and con­

s .truc:tion, the transformer 1;,ras installed in Portsmouth ·vihere 

it SU.iJJJlemented production of ele.ctric.al power. 
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A master in his line of electronics, Foster has contrib­

uted ( on req_ue.st)t.o sever.al electric . .al publications among 

them being the Allis Chalmers Electrical Review and to seven 

n, ,, 
" _  ( T�e I er Jes� fo ½c 1 . / ri / � . , ' 

.r:fao.de Journa.1.s. ,,:,-i,.-..1ruic.:.,� OG:t. l�. The Allis Cho.lmf�rs Elec-
h-c 

tric.al Rev:iew will � his arti.cle_Development of New 

Lob.ct T� 6he::..nging Me.ahanis»; for �r '.I're:.nsformation. 

Most of Fosters· home as.sociates are unaware of his elec-

tric.al gEmius, ,&it they are very apprecia.tive of his splen-

did influence" up'-'n the youth of' the community. Bprn of' church­

going grv-andparen.ts, a mother who was for four years a mis­

sionhry in Japan before her marriage, he h�s , from youth up, 

given unstintingly of. his energies to church and ci vie better 

ment.. His c.oncept. of. the right life is th/at of L. Covenant 

with God._ g.,iven &n immense fiela for good works, your achieve­

ment in that field receives proportionate and appropriate re­

ward. 

0.ct.i.ll a young man, Foster's cheerful acce�)itance of this 

philosophy pL.c.es him in mb.ny fields of service: -

Trreasurer of the Sc:hool B,oard, '.Rrustee of Metl1odist Church; 

with his wife's help, sponsors for the Intermediate .fethodi st 

Youth Fellowship: Chm ,, of the Loca.l Troop Com. on Boy Scouts; 

tea,ciler of f,.youth class in Sunday School; helpeI!, with .hloy 

Scouts whenever ther.e, is need;_ De.legate to National Town and 

Country Conference in Sioux Gi ty, I.ov.ra. 

']he home of the. Fosters, centra.lly located, is really a 

Boy and Girl. Glub House. Hlways open, there is never a time 

out of sc;hool hours that neighbor boys o.nu girls a.re not vis­

i tDrs. 
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Alne.ady the retur11s of this m<ln' s unselfish service , and 

thHt of his equally out- giving wife, are c.oming in. Of the 

score of young peo i.'le who have been drawn into their influence 

S8ven have decided to enter Christian vocations.. rn the 

town ther.e is 11t,tle teen-age delinquency, and not one of the 

gr-cm9 of young peo9le who '-"-re members of the MYF and drop-ins 

at, t!he Foster home have ever been involved in t..hose few de­

fec.tions. 

People who know Foster recognize that he i.i:1 not only a 

transformer, but also a dynamo; tr&nsformer for ste�Jping down 

tl1e wild v,agaries of youth, but aL..-,o dynamo to ste" up the vol­

ta.ga of &.dole scents into _µath5of rewarding service r


