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Even though this memorial is a4 quadrennium late , it is
none tue less heart-felt and grateful to the memory of Luella
RParks Edwar.as . Probably no wom@n ana possibly no person did
more for. the people of Eagle than tH#ts this staneh , active,
intelligent womun..

Born on the Ides of Murch 186k, of Vermont. parents , in the
town of Vernon , she was endowed with dybamic energy and organiza-
tional ability rarely found: in one person. While just zn infant,
her parents moved to Eagle.

No record is kept of her: school attendance until the acwdemic

year of 1878-79 wheun she is listel on the Carroll vwollege rolls.
She attendea this institution only one pear..

Very little biographical information can be found concern-—
ing her.. HXven her murriuage to Mr. H.B.Edwsrds of Whitewater , Wis,
and the social riteg& connected with it T%s )at this late date, are
no longer aveailable. No one has a photogruaph of her . Only in
group photos can. one see her silignt figure and ner pleasing fa-

cial features..
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But. members of tne older generation have a high regard for her
dynamic. ability and grateful memories for what she contributed to

the social ana civic weil -belng of tne town and county.
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Glub designed for pieasure only ,. but.zt became singularly useful
as years p¢ssea ana social ne%df changed.

**One of) tie. eurliest” in point of time (1903) was the OPEN DOOR
CiUBﬁ Its members included women of town aind country who had a
hunger for serwice in the projects of the expanding world of the
first quartile of tne Twentieth.é%ntury - Affiliated with the
State organization , the club was to become & resource for other
organizations.Its interests were: Home economics, health, farm
problems, child ana auult welfare, poiitical ana legis.ative sub-
jects and current nappenings.

A review of thne minutes of tiie meetings reveals their intense
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patriotie leanings and also their frlendlvleat‘—gowng’%n the for-
eignor,. It was the time of the "Melting Pot ¥ theory and to re-
vealtheir whole -hearted support. of that sentiment , the club. |
hunted up all the foreign women , fetea tnem)ana welcomec them to
the Eagle neighborhood. |

The 0DC wes only three years old when some of the business
men recognised tiae nees for village improvement ana came to Mrs,
Eowards for help in organizing tiie EaGLE ADVANCHEMENT ASSOCIATION .
The first improwement that these men and more women
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sidewslks.. Duxring the early spring months , roads were quagmires

sougiht was cement

lasting sometimes. almost. &« month . Owners coula pay for their own

walks, but there were some there—were=sSose important paths that
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were-tire—eoneern o£ the populace which showed the EAA that a
communlty prOJeat must be undertsken: .. Money was needed §
' This neea was toid to the ODC. How could the money , akout

$lOO]be:naised?

W& The 0DC members secratched their collective heads and came up
with the idea of & Country Fair.Villagers and farmers brought in #

their apples , melons, pumpﬁzns , sheep , cattle, and horses .
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When the Falr was over it.had a net of $104.75 . With this unexpect-

ed munificence , cement sidewalks were buiit in front of the Meth-
odist. Church, , the L.0.G.T. Hall, along_saﬁxh. north side of the

road Iremthne tows—efl tiie hill to the Ouk Ridge cemetery? and walks

for the homes of two indigent widows.The cemeniting of THig long
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strotch\antpaated the hard road builaing by twenty years (L906~26).

In 1914 WWI came on .. By 1916 a@ppdis for help were made from
cg" a2 A praer e - e
<Euroge) Mrs. Edwaras sawW the ween of a Red Cross organization and

imnevlately solicited neipers %ﬂfthis very crying need .Calling on
LV
her. very willing caru players for a ten-cent fee for playing she
7
receive: a generous resgjonse. Women wno didn't know a club from a

spade decided to play cards and with the many ten-cents raised money
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enough O buyusgme Jarn and cloth for garments.

Mrs. Florence was mmae Pres. of tihe Eagle Red Cross.,and in
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securing this helper she hadﬁpeer erganizer.Knitting socks and hel-

mets could be done. at. home, but making thne garments necessitated a

f’*».q PR e T
&y AL iAo d
center, ungpr bupprv1saeﬁ. .The homes of thne members werT™ thae poic

centers. Sewing Mzchines were needea sna mainy (éix),This difficulty

e
was obviated by Mr. Don Pardee Wno took his Pick-up and transported
& %
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thP-BBﬂéeﬂ m¢0ﬂlnpsnto th%9y$rlous centers ., Finished garments
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were sent to tne_MilwauKeekcenmer, When tiie Milwaukee fouﬂd out
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that. Fagle was having difficulty making money to buy supplies but

had many eager. workers , tihey sent out some of their supplies
foxr thm;they had. a dearth of workers.

For sometime Eagle was afifiliated with the Milwaukee Red Cross
and not. until Miss Julia Rockefe Bow headed the Waukesha Fed Cross
was Bagle incorporated into tihne Waukesha County group.

In Post WWIL years there was much concern about the pfevalence

of Tuberculosis , especially was this true of rural communities .
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The whole state bhecame concious §b9ut concitions: and was acdvoecati
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county nurses to Watch Known cases anu;ﬁachlng preventive measures.
By 1219 )

Mrs. Eawaros went to tne Gountv Board , gave a talk on the
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great need of Waukesha County and nomlnutea a nurse ,sn ITSgreduate,
who had servea six months &s &« Rea Cross nurse in Kussia , and who

had recently returned from year and & half term of Army duty in
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the Vichy sector of France, The County Boarc hirea tine first
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Waukesha County n.rse, #8ss surel Bawer, Lates | Mrs..Hspoid Pardee.
Mrs, Eawaras lest effort of organization was that of the Hagle
Parent. ana Teacher's Associcti.n affilisted with the State and Nat-
ional Orgenizations. The group still exists butbt today it is no long-
er affilisted the the State.
How much dia this busy ,. businessiike , canny, giftea women
hring to tihe people of E&glej’i am &sking thne readers of this arti-

cle to evaluate her services?




