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Alic.e Baker 

Even. thoµ.gJl thi.s memorial :hs. a quadr.enniuro la:te , .. it is 

non.e. Uie. Le.s.s hear..t-felt and g,na.t.eful t.o the memory of Luella 

P-arks Edwar.ci.s .. Probably no womA-n anu possibly no person d-id

mor..e for, .the. pec0ple. of Eh.g:J..e than tm-s this s·ta.neh , active,, 

intelligent, -wom;,..in .,

Born on. the, :rrctes of l\f.fµ.11Ch l.a6JL, of Vermont. parents ) in the. 

t:own. of'. vexnon , she. w&.s end.owe.ct with dyhamic energy and organiza­

tional ab.i.Lity J::ar.·eJ.y f'ound: in. one peit'son"". While just an infant, 

her panent.s move:d. t.o Eagle .•. 

No r.aeord is, ke.pt. of. her: school a:t.t.endance. until the. acb..demic 

year· of. 1..8.78-79 when s11e is lis.te.d on the Car.roll �o}lege rolls. 

She at.tendeci this- inst.it:u.tion. only one. :wear ... 

Vex.y: l.i,t,tle biog,na.phi.c:al inf:orma:ti.on can be .found concern.­

inK her... Ev.en he.r marriag,e t.o M"r· •. H.,B. Edwand s of'. Whi ta.water , 1.11fi s. 

and the social ri t.e .s. connect.ad with i.t � J a.-t this late da te
1 

are

no long_er a.vailabl .e., No one has a photog_r..aph of her .. Only in 

g_rmup l)hotos CML one see her s.light f.igure a-nd her pleasing fa-

cial fea.tur,es,., 
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But. m.emb.ers of tne older generation have a hi.gh regard t:or her 

dynamic. abil.i ty and, g:ml,.t.eful memorie,s f'or. w:hf ... t. she. contribu.ted to 

the· social.· and ci vi.c:, vrajJ. ".'"'"being of the. to� and county· .. • rr�'l') ., ,.,.}!YA.i' fi J A.Y-. i,,)"'- ey� 
·.• . \.;{."'

"'
\I{.;,._ ... -, l .--��- '- .,_. .. 

1\.lfr's, .... Eciwci]]ds fir..9t.t-.orga.nizati.on Vv_fi.S the,-After.-noon Whist 
, ' -�- � � l.J..,,/).<f --0 { .. .t.,;--l:i' t-:�t\ ;· 

Cluu d.e:signe.d for pleasure _only ,. hut � became singularly useful 

as ye.ars. passed anci social ne;eds cl"iang_ed. 
"{ 

;,r .:---,.J :.,_�;: t "'.i.,1� 

'I- • One. of) the. e .ar-1.ie:st.� ··bl point of' t.ime. (1903) was the OPEN DOOR 

CLU.B.. :rrts: mambers included women of t.own and country who haa a 

hunge-.r f'.on· se21vi.c,e. in the. projec::.t,s o:r the: expanding world. of the 
,Ql first. q_uar,til.e .. of' 'the. 'Jt'.went.ie:th t-entu-ry .,. Aff:iliat.ed v.ri th the 

St.ate organizo..tiun , the cl.uh was to hecom.e· a resource f'or other 

organiz.a.tions: .. I"\;,s, in.t.e:r..est.s were.: Home. economics, heal th, f'arm 

pr.oblems,_ child anci a.Clul.t, welf�e.,. poli t.ical and le.gis�.ati ve sub­

j.1
e.c.ts and curr.ent ha:ppening . .s ... 

A r·evi.ew of the-. minute:s of t.;1e meetings reva�ls their intense 
':'I'.,,; "; ,, . ;' ··• '.t," r-•. ,,1-pa.tr.iotic leanings and. also their fFienctly , Gi1:�tn"Lgo-ing � the for-

e.i.g_non·.. :n:t:. w.as t.he, time of the, "Mel.ting Pot. tr the.cry and to re-

ve.altheir whole -heF...nt.ect suppont.. o:f that. sentiment � the. club_ 

hunted up all the� foneign. women ,. fet.e.ci them )ana welcomed them to

the �le: neighborhood •. 

'.li'he OD.C was onl.y thr.e.e ye.a.rs old when sonrn of tlJe business-

men r.e.cogni sed t11.e. neeci for. village improvement. amt earne to IVfr s. 

Eci.wand.s f.on· he.Lp in organiz,ing t_;_1e EaGLE AD.Vi,NG.'1.i!l\Jil�NT AS·SOCIA.T.ION • 

The fir.st. improvement. t.hat these men )and more women )sought was cement

sidevva.lks.. Dum-ing the eanly spring months , roads wer,e q,µagmires 

l.ast.ing somatime.s. alwos:t a month •. Owners couln pay for their own

walks,_'. but there v;ere some ttter!':r'�ere:. :Sto��1ie' important. pat.hs t.hat
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that a 

comrmmi ty prcoj,ect. mu;:;t b .. � u.ndert&ken ., Money was needed t 

YTJ_1i.s neea. was told to the. ODG., •• How c.ould the money , about. 

$1.0.01 he: r�sed?

ii--'VThe: one members, scr&tched, their colle,c:ti ve heads and c.ame u.p 

with the idea of' a. Country Fair. .. Villa.gers and farmers brought in� 

the.ir: apples ,: melons, pumpkins , sheep , cattle, and horses • 
i- 'i-Y- -v- . .� i e�i. • f;'ibi,., 

Vi.lhen the Fair was over ..;bt,...Jqoo a net;. of �lD.4 •. 75 •. With t.his unexpec:t..­.J 
ed munifie:enc:e: , cement sidew&lks wer..e built. in fr.ont of the M'eth-

·--t;l -� • 
odist. Chun.ch,, , the. I.O.,G: .. T .. Hull,: along � north side of the 

ri0ad �m-"'ti-ii�-:&�-EhL-...LJCl&JJJ.-1..J. to the O'ak Ridge. cerneter�f .�
and walks 

for the homes of t.vm indigent v.rictows .. The cementing of "?E;�� long 
�,.!,�,t-·L\; \tct 1.J c th··/

stnet.ch ante.dated the, hard road building by tw.enty years (�06\-2.§) .. 
1\ 

In l.9l4 VTWI. Ca.1ne on .. By 1916 appeals for help wer.e mcide from 
�"''t <S1:f",.,;;; ·. Cle, .. ._ •·r ,./;,

(mr.opa� 1\/Ilr.'S ., Edwarcis Sc;_kJ the. �- of a. Red Cross organizh tion 1::l.Ild 

immeuia. tely sol.ic.i t.e.d ne.1.pers. �this ver.y cr.yi.ng ne.ed ... Galling on 

he.r. -wery w:il:i..ing ea.r.u play-ers- f:or a t.en-cent. ree r.or playing she 
) 

:ne.c:ei veu. a generc0·u.s res)onse., Women vrho didn1't know a club from a: 

s·pcl.e decici.ed to pla.y cards and with the. many ten-cents raised money 
eL ·�· �t���._e.��.r. .. �1- � �-fftt� t ��1 

enoug_h t.o buy--S.Qllle. _y&rn. and cloth for garments. 

11/fcrrn. Flor:e.nce lms mhcte Pres .. of the Eagle Red Cross.,.and in• 
(µ se.curing. this· hel 1)er she had
[\

peer erganizer .Kni tti.ng socks and hel-

me.ts could be done. a.t. home,., but making tl1e ga.rmHnt.s, necessi tat.ed a

CP.nt.er ,.undJ2r .. supervis� •. 'lhe homes of the members��. ��g 
<::enters .. Sevfing NI�c;hines were needed anci many (six),This difficulty 

�4 
wa.s obvia.tec1 hy 1\� •. Don Pc...r.de.e who took his Pick-up and transported 

!Al .. .t---.1, �Gt.d,., 1,v--1...Jl:"--
the. J::ieqti:en mh.cbines � to the. va.rious centers .. Finished garments

. &_, C. 
wer_e s.ent to t.he_ Milwaukee,center., 

Lt: _, .. _.-:,.., .\\C.f\�•.:• 

When tJ1a J!Jlilwc.,.ukee found out 
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that. Eag_l.e was having 'difficulty making money to buy- supplies but 

hac:L m:an;y eager- workers /· tl1ey sent out some of their supplies

.f.on whorrt they haci. a dear.th of workers .. 

Fon sometime. Eagl.e. was afi'.iliated with the M'ilwauke.l=! Red Cross 

and. not- uritil Mis-s. .rulic-.:. Roeke..feb.ow he.a.d.�d the Waukes.ha Hed Cross 

was Eagle i:rrc·or,pora.teci into tl1e Waukesha County group. 

In. Post WVH. year$ there was much conc:ern about the prevalence 

of '].ub.erculos:i:s , es;pe.cially was this tr�e of _rural commun:i,ties: • 
···-�;'f"), f;J _-!O:·'.·t-l f� I- .• :-.t♦- ,..�-;-..,. 

� !.': f ·_ i" _ti .:i. '. .: ·\ t {,� \. :_,� __ t_ .. ' ,' ,�' 

The. whole. S'tc.Lte be.came concious 1i11'.St)ut7'conci tion�i':.·, and was acivoc.ating 
- ,�.1�-� r:, l

{!:ou:nty nuJ?-s.es· to watch known c.ases a.nu�:ac.hing'·�
L

p';;e;e�tive measures ..
In l9l9 • J 

Mr.S: •. Ed.vfo.rcls Vfent to th� �(?H,nt.y _ �oard , gave a. t&:,lk on t}].e 
• 

-
-� t��t �·.\1\1•./{,�J./,. f,�,(,,�p:·-tiJ{_•I fi!J.1�, 

gn..ec:i.t ne.ed. of Waukesha Cowity. and nominate.Ci a nur.se ,an ITSgrc;;.dUI1.te, 

who hJ:;,d ser.ved s-ix months as a. Reu Cross nur.se· in Russia , and who· 

h&.d r.e.cently r.et.urned from a year. and 2- half. te.r�ro of f>._rmy duty in 
-y.�---A��1-�. �}{., "!•"!x�;�,,-0. �\ :"X �.;ru" ·t .. �J •. z'�-� -��

i
l:f<.,-..-t;.,t4<1;(1_,,1/;1,.,�r 

the Vic.hy sect.on· of .. France. 'the County Boarci hireu the first.
AlJ...A

., t/";,.,, , ... _...,,.. •• • ··•·. ,_ ,�.,, . .,,,._ .... ,. ·•" C 
�

;'• . '·•• ..... •·•-

Wauke.sh&. County n.,.,:rrsa, �- .&ur.el Ba;.�er:,_ �tt_s-�:r'-O·xd"··:Pi .. rde.e. 

Ma:·s., E.u:w:ar.a.s. last ef.for.t o.f. organi:z-a.t.ion was that of t;,e Eagle 

Par:.en.t. ana Te.ac.:her, ,, s .B$SOCiL ti. m a:f.f ilia.t�d with the State and NH t..,. 

ion.al O:rrg& .. nizat,ions.. The g.r.o:up stil.l. exists but t.oda.y :Lt is no long-

ex. af.filia tecl thE:, the. St.&te .,,

How much dia this hus:y ,_. busines&Like , c.:a11117, gift�cl wome.n 

bring to the people of F;agle;J Y am 1:-•. sking t.he re&ders of this arti­

cle: t.o evaluate her' servic.es? 


