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Individual Report for Albert Bovee 

Individual Summary: Albert Bovee 

Sex: Male 

Father: Isaac Bovee 

Mother: Rebecca Vedder 

Individual Facts: 

Shared Facts: 

Shared Facts: 

Notes: 

Birth: 24 May 1799 in Schenectady, Schenectady, New York, United States 

Residence: 1880 in Eagle, Waukesha, Wisconsin, USA; Marital Status: Widower; 
Relation to Head of House: Self 

Death: 1897 in Arena, Iowa, Wisconsin, USA 

Comment 1: 3rd husband, around 1850-1851 

Alt. Spelling: Bouvee 

Mary Polly Vandyke 

[no facts] 
Children: [no children with Mary Polly Vandyke] 

Valeria Trout 

Marriage: 13 Nov 1843 in Waukesha, Waukesha, Wisconsin, USA 

Children: [no children with Valeria Trout] 

Person Notes: In letters from Valeria to her nephew she discribes Albert as mean. 



Individual Report for Valeria Trout 

Individual Summary: Valeria Trout 

Sex: Female 

Father: Jacob Trout 

Mother: Unknown Unknown 

Individual Facts: 

Birth: 1795 in Bordentown, Burlington, New Jersey, USA 

Arrival: 15 Apr 1842 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Residence: 1850 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA 

Death: 20 Mar 1853 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA 

Burial: 23 Mar 1853; Age 58/Odd Fellows Cem. removed to Lawnview Cem 1951 

Departure: Bordeaux, France 

Comment 2: Valeria goes to Eagle, WI withAlbert and returns alone to Philadelphia. 

Shared Facts: Jean Alexandre DuBois 

Shared Facts: 

Shared Facts: 

Notes: 

[no facts] 
Children: Jacques (James) DuBois 

Alexandre DuBois 

Louis Chartres 

[no facts] 
Children: Jerome Chartres 

Albert Bovee 

Marriage: 13 Nov 1843 in Waukesha, Waukesha, Wisconsin, USA 

Children: [no children with Albert Bovee] 

Person Notes: 
From Maggini Journal No. 2 Oct. 1991 

VALERIA was born in 1795, and was 5 years older than her sister Juliet. 
But she led a more exciting life than Juliet, and became known as, VALERIA 
- THE BELL OF BORDENTOWN

After the war years, when Valeria was growing into an attractive young lady, 
in the early 1800's, Bordentown became quite a fashionable resort town, 
with travelers from Philadelphia and other areas going back and forth for the 
social events. Among them were political emigres arriving from France. One 
of these was Napoleon's brother, Joseph Bonaparte, who came with a large 
entourage, bought up land to the extent of 1000 acres. He built a great 
mansion, with a park and many buildings to house his staff, military 
personnel and workmen. 

The French brought an aura of romance and gaiety to the region, and 
Valeria was soon caught up in the social whirl. She was vivacious and 
popular, and was dubbed "THE BELL OF BORDENTOWN". She had three 
husbands, all of the Frenchmen. 

The first was Louis Chartres, by whom she had a son, Jerome, born in 
1815. Louis didn't last long, and next we hear of a second marriage to Jean 
Alesandre DuBois, who seems to have been the love of her life, as she lived 
happily with him in Bordeaux, where their two sons, Jacques and Alexandre 
were born. Presumably, death took Jean Alexandre, the boys grew up and 
returned to America, and Valeria returned alone in 1842. 



Individual Summary: Valeria Trout 

Notes: 

Sex: Female 

Father: Jacob Trout 

Mother: Unknown Unknown 

We next hear from Valeria herself, in one of her two lengthly, newsy letters 
written in 1850 and 1851, to "Mon Cher Nepheu", at which time she was 
again married, unhappily, to a man named Bovee. The letters are 
fascinating, and give a good insight into her character. Her "Cher Nepheu" 
was Joseph Anthony Maggini, second son of Juliet and Joseph Felix. 

HER LETTERS 

Each letter is 3 pages of fine handwriting, faded and difficult to read. 

Feb.2, 1850 
"We are looking for Mrs. Chanier after church to take tea. So I write in haste 
to have this closed before her arrival to enjoy ourselves in a French chat... .. 
that you was here to share it with us. So far it has been very pleasant. Some 
evenings there will be Charnier and daughter and three daughters in law 
and my three sons. So you can judge if there is a little chit chatting in French 
always to be preferred before English." 

March 2, 1852 
"I went to a ball the 19 of last month in honor of the Odd Fellows new hall. 
Also a very eloquent oration and dedication. The diner was par excellance. I 
wish that you could of been there to of chosen a partner from very 
handsome girls. My dear Joseph, let me choose you a partner for life as yet 
I have not been deceived. Alexander's wife was my choice and she is a 
pearl. And her sister Hannah is the same quite pretty girl just 18 years of 
age. She resides with her sister until Alexander's return. 

So if it's in power to this spring to see you all try to make it convenient to go 
with me to Phil. and pay visit amongst all our relatives." 

NOTE 
"Nepheu Joseph" was a wary cautious bachelor and did not take her up on 
the offer. he held out until 1863. He was 37 when he married Sarah Frances 
Callahan, aged 29. 

Valeria's son, Jerome Chartres, married a popular young lady of 
Bordentown, Deborah Ann Thorn, whose parents were prominent in 
educational work. 

OBITUARY 
Her letters to Joseph were prophetic, as she died Mar. 23, 1853 at the age 
of 58. 

Excerpts from a letter to her nephew on Feb. 2, 1850 from Philadelphia: 

.... Mr. Bovee and self left Milwaukee last September arrived in Phil. 15 of 
December and was happy to find all my children in good health also Cousin 
Chanier. We stayed in different cities on our way to visit all B. (Mr. Bovee) 
relatives they were the most kind in particular Brother wanted us to remain 
all winter. But I wished to see my children and grand ch. five in all. James 
has 2 boys one girl, Jerome one daughter, Alexander a daughter, calls it 
after Cousin Fanny ..... . 



Individual Summary: Valeria Trout 

Notes: 

Prepared By: 

Preparer: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Sex: Female 

Father: Jacob Trout 

Mother: Unknown Unknown 

...... Tell Brother Maggini to bring my sister to Philadelphia so I can see her 
once more before God separates us for my heart has never been reconciled 
since I left Cincinnati. Give my respects to Eliza and all Cousin Loder 
family .... 

. . . . . . At present we are at Alexanders. B. will leave for Milwaukee next month 
and I am going to board with Cousin Chanier until his return. He talks of 
going to the gold regions which I hope will be as to have enough to go and 
see all my friends once more. Jerome and his Brother Alexander are selling 
off to go to California by the first steamer in March, leaves their wives in 
Phila. Janet the wife of Alexander thinks of going to Milwaukee on a visit to 
her sister. There are a great number of families going from this city .... 

Now my dear nephew - I wish you to give me some information 
respecting Mr. Charles Moses our cousin who was married some six months 
age;, to John McBrain's daughter Kate and says she will not live with him. 
Some person gave out the news that he was married to Cousin Loder's 
daughter. Step-daughter. He called to see me and stated that it was time 
they had been engaged. How much better for him to not have broken the 
promise. As the other declares she will never see him again ..... 

. . .. James is doing very well is now in Phil. Thomas Ambrois is married has a 
young son, Cousin Portia Pine (?) now lives in New York. John McBrain's 
wife obtained a divorce it's very cutting to his father .... The best was George 
his father said he was the only one who gave him satisfaction was to 
repenting on his death bed. Has left a nice little daughter, the mother keeps 
house for Uncle McB .... 

P.S. Address to the care of Mrs. F. Chanier, South Third below German, 
Philadelphia .... 

Letter addressed to "Mr. Joseph Maggini, Jr., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
To the care of Mr. Smith" 

Copied by Ursula Guinan, June 12, 1978. 
Original in possession of Mary Jane A'Hearn, Cincinnati 
------------------------------------

Pamela G and Randall D Ray 

262-242-4807

ancestry@rayfam.com

Address: 21 0 S Orchard Street 
Thiensville, WI 53092 
USA 





Phi I. Feb. 2, 1850 

Mon Cher Nepheu 

I hope you wil I pardon my long silence it was not for want

of often thinking how much ingratitude in not answering your kind 
letters, always something to prevent. Sunday morning, and they 
wanted me to �o. w.

ith them t
':' 
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any longer wr1t1ng to you, 1n gtvtng al I particulars past and 

� present. Mr. Bovee and aelf left Milwaukee last Se temb r rrived 
in Phi I. IS of December and was ha to find a 11 111 chi I dre!L_i 
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wished to see fflY childr�n end grand ch. five in al I. James has 2 I 
boys one girl, Jerome one daughter, Alexander a daughter, calla it �;b, 
efter Cousin Fanny. They are al I nice children. It's a great I 
3atisfaction for me to kisa them and have two on my lap at once. 
Dea� Joseph if rich how aoon I would pay you all a visit so keep 
your promise and come to Phil. all will be pleased to see you. 
Mr w Amboise and family are well and sends their sincere respects 
to all. Tell Brother Maggini to bring my sister to Philadelphia 
•o I con aee her once 1nore before God separates us for my heart
ho• never been reconciled aince I. left Cincinnati. Give 1ny respects ✓.....,
to Eliza and all Cousin Loder family. Times are very dull here but 
a very

. 
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. 
inter since one Month its 1nore I ike sprin
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g than winte
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no i�e in the Delaware. At present we are at Alexander'srB, wil I
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leave for Milwaukee next month and I a1n going to board w-i-.t-h- Co.ua .. ·, ___ _ 
han1er unt, 1s return. e ta • o 90....!.!!.9-to the gold regi..sm..• 
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friends once more. Jero1ne and his Brother Alexander are selling 
off to go to Ca I i forn i a by the f i,rst steamer in March,. I eaves their • ,r4'"
wives in Phi la. Janet the wife of Alexander thinks of oin to 
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Milw uk e on a visit to her sister. There are a great number of 
fe�il ies going fro1n thia city. A Mr. Buquet just arrived fr0111 C.11 .t 
left two of his sons there to come the gold. No doubt they wi 11 • yt;�# r.-c,v
r4!tturn rich. Oh! how I ahould I ike to go with my sons. But no 1H1'JJ".tY 
means "t present. Hope• for the future at 111y age yet not e home. .#"J»iri It causes me to look back on the pest future. Why time for the few 
days we are want on this earth. In fact I take it pretty much a• it 

COll'es, for thanks to the SupreMe for the good health he haa bleat me 
with fer ebove riches. If God spares my two sons and their wives its 
hoped they will be able to.buy a farm. Please cal I and see Couain 
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father tr�vels yet, if hi� and another CORie if they think proper to 
let me return with the■• But I ittle hopes of that. Tho what did I 
do to merit this. Nothin9, its the consolation. Sincere respects 
to Mrs. S1nith, how happy would I be to see her just the aociety to 
replace those I left in Frenci· (?) they ere seldom to be found. 
Some few left in Wisconsin. -

Now my dear nephew - I wish you to give me some information 
respecting Mr. Charles Moses our cousin who was 1nerried some six 
months ago to John McBrain'• daughter Kate and says she will not 
I ive with him. Some person gave out the news that he was married 
to Cousin Loder'• daughter. Step-daughter. He cal led to see �e 
and stated that it waa ti11te they had been engaged. How much better 
for him to not have broken the promise. As the other declares she 



wil I never see him again. If he could think I ike myself it's forhis future happiness. Not the least doubt. ThP, last news of him
w�s in Baltimore. Said he was going to California. Also told me
hts moth�r w�s angry because he did not 90 to New York. On that
part he IS right not to humble Qs h� has done nothing. PfP,ase do 
not forget in your next and if possible answer by the n�xt mail. 
And I w i I I do the same. We are f ook i ng for Mrs. Chan i er- after 
Church to take tea. So I write in haste to have this closed before 
her arrival to enjoy ourselves in a French chat that you was here 
to share in with us. So far it has been very pleasant. Some 
evenings there will be Chanier and daughter and three daughters­
in•law and my three sons. So you can judge there is not a I ittle 
chit-chating in French always prefered before the English. Now 
very soon we wil I al I be separated. James is doing very well is 
now in Phil. Thomas Ambrois is married has a young son, Cousin 
PQrtia Pine(?) now I ives in New York. John McBrain's wifP. obtained 
a divorce it's very cuttino to his father, th�re was none I ike his 
children. The best was George his father said he was thP. oniy one 
who 9ave him satisfaction was to repenting on his death bed. Has 
le-Ft a nice I ittle daughter, the mother keeps house for Uncle McB. 
Nothing very interestin9 1 perhaps I will have in the next with me
ell particulars. Adieu mon cher neveu to tant je v�us ami. 

Valeria Bovee 

P.S. Address to the care of Mrs. F. Chanier, South Third below 
German, Philadelphia 

My children made me very handsome pres�nts for Christmas.
I forgot, if not too late, a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

6d 7/"�� r.d; ,/,;uh)�
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Letter addressed to HMr. oseph 'aggini, Jr., Cincinnati,

To the care of Mr. Smith.ff 
Copied by Ursula Guinan, June 12, 197�- . . . 
Original in possession of Mary Jane A Hearn, C1nc1nnat1.

Ohio. 



' • 
Eaglevi I le, March 2, 1851 

Mon Cher Nepheu: 

I received your affectionate letter last April. Wilst in 
Phi la. But did not find time to answer it as my two boys were 
preparing for California. They left in June. I received a 

� 
letter from Cousin Chanier dated 2 of Feb. She notes all 
particulars respecting my children. They . give news to their .l. uY rJ wive.s every month. It seems they I ike that country. Alexander

� 
r·P.

_ thinks of returning next April, no doubt anxious to see his young 
�on, born since he left now seven months old. She has also a 

� dear litt.le daughter very
. 

m
.
uch I ike your sister Eliza's first babe

� Coua in marks in her I ast that she was very sick. I hope God w i I I • p
•p�re her until my return and ever after for she is a beautiful 
child. Your cousin James has four children, three sons. He was v 
down to see C. Charnier last Christmas and had the two eldest 
;;ith r,;Ji: and Co�. aays they ar-:o ,,obie looking ii-tt;e fei;ows. 
All that flatters a grand�other. If not real, we are very apt 
to think so. Jerome's daughter is also a very nice child. an 
excellent dispoeition and refined tenere. I passed the winter 
�midst them all. left there last May and long to see the• again. 
Hope to return next summer. Oh, my dear Joseph, how I wish we 
should al I be to see you in Phi la. Do take time and come. And 
bring your mother and Eliza. Give my most sincere respects to 
them all and your respected father. As to �e, it will never be 
in 111y power again to come and see you all •... Brother Joseph 
would be going to Phi la. in his own carriage and could let 111e 90

with hiffl for it costs much to travel. Oh, that I was rich to 
co-.e and see my only sister once fflore before Death for it will 
never be er&sed from my memory, our last separation. Alas, she 
know• not all my hard tryala through I ife. If she could of been 
eye witness perhaps she would ay•pathize with a sister. There ia 
one year since I a111 �blidge to work and Mention myself. Sigoed 
ell over to hie children woutd'not ive b ck the hundred dollars 
tat was mine before marria e. So I have a ealed for a se aration 
for he is too mean a 111an to have e w"fe. A reat consolation for
me •• t at all his relatives.and sister; teke � art. here ere 

-othermean -act i ons_l 4}'ed toh i achar:ge. A 11 contribute to II
unhappiness. Altho I have been called s0111ethin9 of a philosopher 
but we have not •o .. uch cour�ge wh"n o Id.., Thenks t� th� Greet f-::-1" 
11y good health. H ve s ent the winter wLt ' • t r one of
the best wom n in th St t the moat affectiooate 
towards me indeed of al I hi• Enough of this, ,n 
pftrt1cular to a young �an. 

I was on a visit to our Aunt Susan last Se tember and the
�

'-� 
were al I enjoying good health and sh.e expressed much regret in not -/J.f".J }
see i n9 your Father and brother-i n-1 aw. They passed c I ose by his 

_
•_ .J. � 

house through all .. y brother. lord it would of been a sincere 
J7" p I e·asure for me to of seen the•. . Te I I the• to co11e again and cross 

.nb?Jour prairies. Cousin Bel Ian I ives in st le. I dined with them r not long since. They have three nice children. Mrs. Henderseh 
and children are quite well. I saw them several times whilst in 
Milwaukee. 



• �

/I went to a ball the I t m 
'-4/ Odd Fe I I ow new ha I I. A I so a very eJ oqu_ent oration and dedication . 

. ·�The dinner was par exce I I ence. I wish that you cou Id of been 
there to of chosen a partner from very handsome girls. My dear 
Joseph. Let me choose you a partner for I ife, as yet I have not 
been deceived. Alexander's wife was my choice and she is a pearl. 
And her sister Hannah is the same, quite a pretty girl just 18 
years of age. She resides with h�r sister until Alexander's 
return. So if it's in power to this spring to see you al I try to 
make it convenient to go with me to Phil and pay a visit amongst 
al I our relatives. Cousin Chanier had a letter from her son 
Alfred. He is coming to see his mother next July. Since so long 
they have not seen him no doubt it will be a very sensible meeting. 
Captain Hargrave speaks very highly of Alfred and he is doing well. 
Please read this to our dear Cousin Loder. Give my respects to al I 
the family. Oh, how I should like to see you al I once more. So, 
Joseph make no delay in answering this and let me know if Father 
or you will be _going to Phil. If not let me know how much it would 
cost from Cincinnata to Phil. No more at present. Give my sincer� 
respActs to the amiable Mrs. Smith and family. Accept a share for 
you and yours. 

Adieu. 
from your Aunt 

Valeria Bovee 

Ai .. · j • • •t • •  ,:-. r /I � \I I • p e��er to osepn �- �ag91n1, �r., rrom nun� ,a,e�;a uovee,
from faglP-vil le, Wisconsin. 
Jo$eph wrote: "Aunt Val�ria Bovee, Mother's sister" 
Copied by Ursula Maggini Guinan, June 12, 1978 
Original in possession of Mary Jane A'Hearn, Cincinnati 


