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-Around the County With Libbie Nolan

Because of the alertness
of one man, the Waukeshsa
county historical sociely is
richer by several valugble
and rare hooks.

When the gociety’s secre-
fary James Babcock, Water-
ville, began to dig into our
county’s past, he discovered

the possible existence of
books written by several
counly picneers - inen

known outside the Wiscon-
sin terrvitory fer their con-
tributions to science and so-
ciety.

Two Waukesha county pio-
neers who gained Babceock’s
attention were Dr. Increase
Allen Lapham, father of the
United States weather bu-
reau, and Marvin Bovee,
Hagle, who wus responsible
for the abolition of capital
punishment in Wisconsin.

Bavee's book “Reasons for
the Abolition of Capital Pun-
ishment’” was published in
1873, Tt is resmarkable, Bab-
cock says, because Bovee re-
corded his correspondence
an the subject with leading
figures on the national scene
in those war aud post - Civil
war days — Ureeley, Long-
fellow, Bryant, Whittier and
Garrison, to name a few.
Many had opposed the aboli-
tion of capital punishiment so
close fo the war because

fo

Wisconsin,”” a survey of pre-
historie Indian mounds, gain-
ed Lapham international
fame. His discovery and ob-
servation of the tides on
l.ake Michigan led to the
founding of the weather bu-
reau.

Doctor Laphas’s  grand-
daughter sold her grandfa-
ther's books and desk to a
Milwaukes bookstore when
she left this area. The desk,
given to Lapham originally
by Solomon Juneau, disap-
peared, and his books were

1y

bought up by colleclors and

museums. Two of his per-
sonat references were un-
accounted for until Babcock
discovered them in the
“Home of Relired Books" in
Milwaukee this winter.

A worn, pocket - sized New
Testament printed in Pitts-
burgh in 183 and dated
“Columbus 1835’ which bad
been carried by the young
scientist, and his *Tnglish
Reader” printed in New
York in 1821, and used by
Lapham in his sell educa-
tion, were both quickly
bought by Babcock. These,
together  with  Lapham’s
hand drawn map of the
proposed canal roube, which
is already in possession of
our museugn, form Lhe be-
giming of a Lapbam collec-
tion. Babcock has a list of

“Since the society is the
responsible agent for collect-
ing anc preserving material
relating to the significant as-
pects of this community’s
history, these acguisitions
are held in trust for the peo-
ple of Waukesha county by
its historical society,” Bab-
cock said.

The young Waterville his-
lorian  received his bache-
lor of arts degree from the
University of Wisconsin. His
family has been active in
Wisconsin—Babcocks served
in the first state constitu-
tional convention and his
great - great - uncle George
served in the Civil War from
New Berlin.

The present Babcock,
James, serves as secretary
of both the county historical
sociely and the Hawks Inn
historical society. In the
course of hiz constant re-
search, he also discovered

istorical Society

the lost plans for the kitchen
wing of the old Hawks Inn
which is being restored in
Delafield.

Babcock has been the
recipient of a scholarship
awarded by the local society
to attend the museumology
classes in Milwaukee. He has
his own ideas of history and
its interpretation.

“History is a matter of
mportance of values. Some-
thing is historically im-
portant when it affects a sig-
nificant number of a com-
munity. ils effects are slill
felt teday, it influenced an-
other development, or it
characterizes the ecomuiuni-
ty,” he said. “For example,
1. A. Lapham founding the
wealher bureau atfects the
entire United States and a
large part of the world.
Rishop Kemper and MNasho-
tah Mission affected the en-
tire midwest.”





