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Eagl evi l !  e H i s to ry 

! n  t h e  autumn o r  1 aJ O  a m:rn \Jy
the n a m e  o( D:in i e l  B i g elow c ome  
I n to t l -i  c w i ld c rn cs;; t h a t  ls  no\Y 
known ns Eaglevi l l e .  l fo  found there 
a forested nren nnd n m a rshland .  l n  
the !crest there  were Indians n n d  
w i ld  n n i m nls. W i th  h i s  o w n  hands 
and ve ry few tools he  bui l t  a l i t t l e  
s:i w  m i l l .  The  nex t  year  he bu i l t  a 
gr i s t  mi l l .  H e  cou l d  no t  secure  \Juhrs 

• for h i s  mi l l  so h e  h un ted n round
u n t i l  h e  f ound  two gro n i lc s tones .
These  he f i t t ed and dressed a 1nl for
y e a rs they were the  only stones used
1 1 1 the mil l  to gr ind the grn i n .

Th<: s tones w e r e  ha rd ly  J S  l nrgc  
a s  \he  bo \ \om o (  ::i water  pa i l  nnd  
t !i ey  could  not \urn o u t  n g r i s t  much 
fas ter  t h a n  a coffee m i l l .  W h en a 
p ioneer  c o m e  to th e m i l l  to hove  h i s  
g r i s t  ground he of ten  rece i v ed t h e  
shock i ng  n ews t h a t  h i s  \ u r n  would 
no t  come for two or three  days a n d  
i t  a l s o  h a ppened t h a t  h e  would hnve  
tu  w:i i L  a week tc forc  h i s  turn came .  

D :in i c l  B i g e low ran the  mi l l  n i l  
cby 0 1 Hl h i s  son ra n i t  n \ l  n i gh \  bu t  
s t i l l  t h e  p i oneers h :id  \ o  w a i t  days  
fur  t h e i r  t u rns .  They cou ld  no \  s \ Jy  
;i l t h e  m i l \  so  \hey h a d  t o  \ u rn a ­
round and  dr ive  ba c:k home.  I n  
\hose  cbys lhere  were  n o  ro::i ds nor  
b 1  i d gcs  and when  w i n t e r  wos  brcak­
i 11 1i up  i t  was  dange rous  lo t ry to  
c ross s ,vo l lcn s lream� \1f i lh  r.1 w:i {;on  
load ol  g ra i n .  So /;o i ng  to the  m i l l  
wa s  one o {  the  great  t !' i a l s  o f  the  
µ ionccr .  

Andrew Scho l C i c ld  bought  the  m l i 1  
i n  J il -1 2 ond  t wo yea rs l a te r  h e  bu i l t  
; 1  new m i l l  a nd i n sl :i l l e d  ( I n c  rn;1 -
c l i i n cry .  Ha rvey Wa mbo ld  pu rchas­
ed  the  mi l l  i n  1 87 5  ,i nd opcra tc rl i l  
for  twen ty four yea rs .  I n  1 899  he 
�o ld il to h is  son, �;rn d e r ,  and he 
ra 1\ the m i l l  (or twen ty  year s . So 

. for a lmos t  h a l f  n cen t ury the  Wam­
bo\d f am i l y  opera t ed  \h r. ' Eaglev i l l e  
M i l l .  

The  Wn mbold f am i ly  converted 
the marshland of  Eag l ev i l l e  Into o 
be:iu t i f u l  lake tha t  is known toda y 
ns En gle·  1 ,a lrn .  M u ny ))coplc ! rom 
C i l ic � go,  i- � i i \;: ;i u�: 1.: e:  anU ulhl!r p ll:3C(;S 
hn vc · -tJui l t  homes a round  th i s  l ak e  
ond  many o f  t h e s e  res i d en ts rema in
in  Eaglevi l l e  o i l  ycnr  rnun<l .

Years ngo  the  ch i ldren who  wen t  
t o  Eac l ev i l l e  School •,:ere the  c h l l ­
cfr e n  o (  the  !a rmers c, !  the  d i s t r i c t .  
Tod:i y  l h e  s i tua t i on  h :i �  c h a n g e d  (or

the b rges t  per cc 1 1 t  of  c h i l d r e n  O l ·  
t e n d i n g  the  school· n r c  ch i ldren  o r  
t h e  l a k e  res idents. 

Th e .  m i l l  brought  mony pioneers 
to E::ig l ev i l l c  nnd  soon 5 Lorcs ,  shops 
a n d  tnvcrns were sto r i e d .  /\ pos t •  
o / ( ! cc wns  opened -. o b o u l  J O H nnd
And1·cw Schol l le ld  was the  f i rst
:;c•slmo__iter . .. Prev l -:,us to · thn  t t ime
the_ people o (  EJ�lev l l l -·- 1. , ,1 , ,  " · ' · · ·

I /✓ bv -rh e..  L� ✓,:
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!Jee t r ees were numc ruus In the
c;i r l y  d&ys o nd Lhr. enr\y settlers o( 
W,n1kcsha  Cou n ty w ere  I n teres ted 
i !l • the n u mber o f  lnd inn ladders  
round cvcrywhc'rc.  These were mo.de 
o r  \onf! sap l i ngs ,  \he  ! lmbs being cu t
o r r  � i ch t  or ten inches from the
trunk t o  nnswer for rouricls on which
to c i i mlJ .  These l adder.� were used
by the I nd i ans  for c l imb ing  bee
trees .  They m i xed the wi ld  honey

• wi th  !he ir  w i ld  r ice n rid. corn. The
wh i tes  nlso used wi ld  honey which

• was  not  on ly  p lent i ful but  de l ic i ous.
Du l" i ne  the w i n te r  wh el\ wolves

1V crc  hungry they. c n m e  clo§e lo 
d w el l i ngs and • o f t en  • n t tncked the
set L l ers .  l s0 ac  Judson , whi le  on h i s
way  f r om 'iv! i lwnukce t.o Pra i ri ev i l l e
( W ::iukcs h a l  i n  1 8 3 0  was se t  upon by
;i pock  o f  wolves .  He  had n large
clo ::ili t h a t  l , e  would , ,,hq\1,-. .. .  -;-M�-\c.,,_rn • •  
Q1ir l  l h i s...:.w,,"lt\" ·cuntuse' lhem !or o 
mcimenl .  Theri h e  would run for 
his l i fe .  He  kcpl this up un t i l  h e  
reached home where h e  col la psed .  

As  ln te  o s  1 8 ·1 1 o !nmi ly i n  ?e, 
,:1 aukce  l e f t  t he  log house a lone !or 
two <l ays  wh i le they went on  a v is ­
i t .  O n  retu rn i n g  a f ter dnrk they 
round a n  o ld  wolf and her whelps 
in  possess ion .  She  had eaten qunnl i •  
t i c s  o (  food a n d  lorn seve ra l  a rt i c les 
o f  c luth i n g  i n to shreds to · make a
nest .  W h i l e  these s tor ies  o f  wolves
were  . . no l  o /  Eaglev i l l e  i t  is ven•
l ike l y  \ha t  the wolves in Eng l cv l l l e
w er·c equ a ll y  as  troublesome.

The government  bo1,1 gh t . the  lnnd 
rrnrn . tl\C I nd ians  o ne\ moved U1crn 
wcs l 1;1ard ln 1 8 37  but th ey · used to 
r e turn ot ce r t a in  seasons lo hunt. 
They would come bnck in bnnd; o C  
nbout 1 00 a nd sornr. t imcs  rcmn ln  In  
t i l e  wood� a l l  winter. 

Tire tow'n rece ived its name  In  a 
s i n i:u l n r  1nanqr� ,  . . l n  the  year  _ l 8 3G ,  
wh i l e  Thomu·s S u gden ,  John  Coo ts 
u r. d  M r. G a rton were prospe c t i n g
they  c ame to a bcuu t i (u l  pra i r i e  o •
bout \ 'Ii t i rn r s  2 ½  m i l e s  In  orca .
l l e rc ,  h overi n g  u nd curv ing  over  a
b rge mound was o monster  bn id
c or, l e . From that  t ime the prairie

.1 r id town were ca l l ed  "E::ig l c." V i l l e  
means \' i l l a ge nnd  s i n c e  Eag l ev i l l e  
w a s  l i i e  mc l ropoi is  o (  1hc  townsh i p  
1 �  w.:is ca l l ed  " Eagle ·  V i l la ge" o r  
Eag l ev i l l e. 

· ·- · I n  Sep te m b e r  1 8 4 9  a school mee t ­
i n g  was he ld and i t  was voted to 
ra ise $300  to be u sed !or bulldl.ng R 
school .  Th e n e x t  month  a no tner
mee t ing  was h eld !or t h e  p urpose · o{
d e t e r m i n i n g  where  the school  would 
b <: \ o� u t ed .  _A t thnt  mee ti ng Mr.  
Il l'ned 1 c t  A .  Bovee o r!e rccl to g i v e  
a Deed  i n  Tru s t  f o r  one  hnH  a cre  o f  
l a nd 0 1 1  t he  c:i s t  l l n c  o{ h i s' farm.
Mr.  !3ovee's 0/ fer  wns accepted and
i t  was a greed that \he ::chool be
comple ted i n  seven months.  . 

D u l  tha t  sc ll('ln] w ·> <· " ·· •  '· · · • ·  •

The  school  was  torn down i n  1 9 30 
unJ a 1 1ew school was bu i l t . The 
o ld  school  wos  seventy-one yc:irs o ld
when i t  was torn down .

At f i r s t  the  t ea ch ers were  e l e c t ed  
by thr.: l e rm .  Du r i ng  t h e  f i r s t  t w e n •  
l y  yeoi-s th ere were  t h i r ty - th r e e
teachers el ec ted .  The f i r s t  l c n c h e r
w h o  lnugh t  i n  Eag lev i l l e  w o s  Luc y
Vedder .  S h e  l n u g h t  t h e  w in t e r  term
of  1 0 4 9 -50  and she  rec e ived $ 1 2  p e r

r T h e  Dovec r n m i ly s e rved on  t h e  
mon th .

.{ I school  boa rd /or forty-f ive ycnrs ,  t he  
Sprague  fom i ly  {or t h i r ty- l i v e  y e n rs ,  
Leander  Wa mbo\d for th i r ty - t h ree  
yea rs, John  Par tr idge (or  ! i ! t c �n  
yea r s ,  Charles G reen (or  c i gh l e e 1 1  
yea rs a n d  Cha r l es Cruver  !or f i f t e en  
years .  • 

For the  f i rs t  s i x ty years  the· school  
was  h ea ted by wood . The nvern ge  
a mount  o! wood used  d ur ing  a ye a r  
was fou_r cord� and the  . a v er a g e  
price paid was $ 4  a cord.  • S o  for  
s i x ty years the  school  wos hcn ted· a t  
a n  overage cost o l  $ 1 0  · u  year . · ·The  
�oys . :,vho_l i,wJ ri_en thc...s.clloQL.le;ul ,. 
c d  the fires on <l they were pa id  f i ve 
cents o dny. 

The total  cost o r  runn ing  !he 
school the ' f i rs t  ycnr ,  1 8 '1 9 -50 ,  wns 
$57 . 7 8 ,  . Tha t  • l n c i ude c! • • l c n ch e r ' s  
w a ges ,  h�a t i n g  nnd  suppl ies .  

The l n rge boys  . h e l ped w i t h  t h e  
/arm work i n  summer  b u t  w h e n  
w i n t e r  c ome they w e n t  . l o . schoo l . 
Thd  rl'cor<ls show t l 1J  l i n  the yen  r 
of l 8 G$ -60 ,  t l1 i rl y- r i ve  pupi ls • o \ t end ­
cd schoo l  dur ing  the  win ter  t erm b u t  
on l t  seventeen n t tcnded dur ing  the 
spr in s; term. The  two ln r�est  fam ­
i l ies  o r  the d is tr i c t  were the H e n ry 
Thomas f am i l y . wh ich 1,ong islccl o f  
twe lve  ch i ldren .  • ond  l h c  Augus l  
Hof fman /o ll) i ly  wh i ch  cons i s t ed o r  
e l even  ch i ld ren .  

•- A d is l ingu i 5hed e a rl y  s e t tl e r  wJs
l\.btl li i :;s  .r . Bovee ,  the gro ncJfn thc r·
o( James  Dov c c .  Mallhios  J .  Dover
wns born i n  .A m.stcrd n n .  N.  Y .  i n
l 7 9 J .  W h i l e  h e  w a s  s t i l l  i n  h i s  t e en s
he t augh t  s choo l  i n  w i n ter  and  wo1· k ­
ed 0 1 1  a f a rm in  summ er .  He  rcpre •
sc 11 l ed h i s  t o w n  for a number  o [
t i mes 0 1 :  t h e  county_ board nnd  was
seven!  l imes chn i rrncn  c !  thc · bou rd .
I n  \ 83 4  h e  wns  e l ected lo Congress
n rid represen ted l , i s  d is t r i c t  two
years in  Congress .  In 1 8 .\ 3  he a n cl
h i s  f a m i l y ,  cons i s li n g  o f  h i s  wile .
n ine  ch i l d re n  3nd  o lh c r  r e ln l l v e s ,
moved  to Wiscons in  oncl se t t l ed i n
Eag l e  towns h i p .  One o f  h i s  sons ,
Marv i n  1-1 . Dovcc worked l n  fou r
d i f fere n t  tcrri lor l es  i n  ri n  ef for t  t o
h :i v e  cnp i l o l  pun i shmenl  a \Jol ishc<l .
l ! c  succccdccl i n  o n e  t e rr i tory - W i s -
consi n .  \· 

Joseph Bo land ha s  the  honor � f  
\Je i n !! the o ldes t  res i den t  o !  t h e  d i s ­
t r i c t .  H e  is n o t  on ly the oldest  re • 
s i d e 1 1 l  o r  the  d is t r i c t .  he Is n lso t h ,· 
on ly  one  o (  !he  0� 1- lv  r n l i l - - - • 




