
Church Suppers 

W
ednesday nights are the time of church gather
ings in many congregations. In our church, the 
Wednesday evening schedule begins with com

munion service, followed by dinner in the fellowship hall, 
then choir for the children and classes for adults. 

Depending on the season and the current schedule of 
extracurricular activities, it's sometimes easier for our fam
ily to stop at a fast-food restaurant and get to church just in 
time for choir and classes. When I come into the fellowship 
hall, where clusters of people are still lingering over their 
plates and a final cup of coffee, I feel a bit left out. Maybe 
we've been efficient, but maybe we've missed out on some
thing important. 

Jesus seemed to put a lot of stock in shared mealtimes. In 
the story of the five loaves and two fish, the disciples first 
suggest letting the crowd disperse to "go into the villages 
and buy food for themselves." Jesus had spoken, he had 
healed, the hour was late-about time to break up the gath
ering, they thought. People can fend for themselves in 
town-fast-food, first-century style. 

Jesus disagreed! "They need not go away," he says. Hav
ing the whole group share a meal was so important that 
Jesus performed a miracle-providing plenty-of food for 
everyone from a meager portion. 

These days, people may poke fun at church suppers, but 
something very real and valuable is going on when Chris
tians break bread together. While our bodies are nourished 
in one another's presence, our hearts and souls are being 
fed also. As we feed one another in body and spirit, the 
Body of Christ is being formed and strengthened. It's a 
practice Jesus clearly blessed and one to be cherished. 
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Our Mission is to share the presence of God to all
people by nurturing each other in faith and Christian love, by 

providing opportunities for growth through Worship, 
Christian Education, Community Outreach, and Faithful 
Witness. 
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Prelude 
Gathering Time 

* Hymn

* Opening Prayer

ENTRANCE 

This is The Day No. 651 

Almighty God, thank you for the love you have for us. Fill

us with the knowledge of your will in all spiritual wisdom

and understanding. Strengthen us with all power

according to your glorious might for all endurance, and

patience with joy. In Jesus name, Amen.

* Call to Worship:

Psalm 23 With response 2 

Welcome 

Announcements 

Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
Silent Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer 
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Offertory 
Please sign our Ritual of Friendship pad during the offering.

* Doxology

Kid's Message 

* Hymn Standing On The Promise 

* Hymn My Hope Is Built 

Scripture Readings: 

* Hymn

Sermon Scripture 

Genesis 32:21-31 

Hebrews 10:35-39 

Spirit Song 

Mark 5:24-34 

No.374 

No.368 

Sermon: Where Is Your Confidence? 

* Hymn Sweet, Sweet Spirit No. 334 

* Benediction
* Postlude
* Greeting One Another in God's Name


