The Steadfast Light

HRISTMAS may be characterized as the kindling of a
O steadfast light in a dark and uncertain world. For genera-
tions the Hebrews had hoped and prayed for deliverance from
suffering and sorrow. When their desperate desires had burned
low, a cosmic symbol of renewal shone in the sky. One star,
brighter than all others, flashed into their discouraged minds and
rekindled their hopes.

Still they could hardly believe that the Messiah would come,
so drab were their lives. Herod was ruler. His brazen crimes
were dark and dangerous. When, however, a report reached
the people that shepherds had followed the trail of a wandering
star and had come to a manger cradle and had found a baby
whom they believed to be the Promised One, their hopes were
lifted anew.

Then the scholars who watched the stars for signs found *“the
young child” and were so impressed that they returned home:
another way, and the long-lived expectations gained favor.

Every incident from his birth onward proved that he was
the steadfast Light. He was divine in origin, godlike in char-
acter, and the turning point of history. His life is our guarantee -
that darkness cannot prevail, that evil cannot be permanent,
and that man’s misdeeds cannot defeat God's holy purposes.

Today we need light. In our world there are so many dark
places. On every discouraged person who is tempted to give up
the struggle for goodness the star of wonder shines once more.
“In him life lay, and this life was the Light for men: amid the
darkness the Light shone, but the darkness did not master it.”*

Let us give thanks for the steadfast Light!
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