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The announcement of the death of William
Fardy at Jacksonville, Florida, last Thursday
whose obituary appeared in our last issue
cast a cloud of sorrow over the entire
village and out of respect for the deceased
all our flags were placed at half mast. The
remains arrived here unaccompanied, on
Monday on the 4:12 pm train in a metallic
casket hermetically sealed. Positive
intelligence of the coming of the remains
reached here at 3 o’clock and being general
know brought a large gathering at the
railroad station of friends who were anxious
to see the casket containing the body of the
soldier boy who was the first from Eagle to
sigh the roll of volunteers and go forth to
follow his country’s flag in a war for

humanity with a foreign foe. On arrival of
the train the casket was covered with the
national colors and promptly taken to the
baggage room where the undertaker took
charge. After the necessary examination of
the accompanying death certificate and
finding all satisfactory the casket was
thence removed to the chapel of St.
Theresa’s church by the active pall bearers
under the escort of the honorary pall
bearers where the remains la in state
overnight guarded by a large number of
friends and also a delegation of the G.A.R.
post. At 8 a.m. the following morning the
remains were removed to the church room
where the funeral services were held.

The large church room was appropriately
decorated wit ha blending of national
colors, flags and black from altar to rear
balcony. From the dome to the lower
corners were strips of the red, white and
blue intertwined with black. The front
palling approaching the main altar was
beautifully draped. On the left hand side
was the large flag that floats on the flag
Staff on the church ground in front of the
parsonage over which was a strip of
mourning held together with silver cords.
On the railing on the right of the main
entrance was a marble cross and silver star
profusely decorated with flowers
representing the national emblem. The
main altar was also dressed in mourning
and together with the main church room
gave the edifice a very artistic appearance
for the sad occasion. The casket rested at
the head of the main aisle directly in front
of the altar. The floral decorations of the
casket consisted of wreaths and bouquets
of flowers trimmed with national colors. A
touching tribute of the surviving comrades
in the shape of a pillow of flowers and ferns
bearing the inscription “Our Comrade.” On



the foot of the casket was a silvery cross
emblematical of the Catholic Faith together
with a plate representing a sheaf of wheat.

The tolling of the church bell at 9 o’clock
announced the beginnings of the funeral
ceremonies. And at this time the church
was filled to its utmost capacity. The active
and honorary pall bearers were seated
directly in front and to the left of the
casket. Solemn high mass was celebrated
with Rev. J.J. Weinhoff, of East Troy, as
celebrant, Rev. Ryan as deacon of mass and
Rev. A.J. Nickel, resident pastor, as master
of ceremonies. At the conclusion of the
services at the church Rev. J.J Reilly, of
Whitewater, who is closely identified with
the interests and welfare of company C of
which the deceased was a member and
who was personally acquainted with nearly
all of the company, delivered the funeral
oration which was full of ardent patriotism
and consolation. At the conclusion of his
oration the remains were conveyed to St.
Theresa’s cemetery for interment. The
funeral cortege formed on the main
entrance of the church and were headed by
the color bearer and honorary pall bearers
of the local G.A.R post with arms proceeded
through the public square to his last resting
place. The procession was a large and
sympathetic one and evidenced the extent
of the sympathy to the bereaved relatives
and the friendship and esteem in which he
was held in his home. The universal
expression to sorrow by the people of Eagle
for the loss of their first soldier boy in the
present war was plainly visible and was a
means of consolation to his family and
friends. The ceremonies at the grave were
conducted by Rev. A.J. Nickel, Rev. Reilly
and Rev. Schmidt and were very solemn and
impressive. After the casket was lowered
into the grave the honorary pall bearers

formed in lines on each side of the grave
and fired a parting military salute after
which the sad procession departed. The
funeral arrangements were perfect in detail
and those in charge deserve credit for their
management.
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