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'l:ll.1� b a r_11, at 
liJ.�1gle_ \Vis., 1�-s -it
a pp ea.rs t-Oday. 

they were stand
ing. H o w e v e r, 
the parcels of 
land offered were 
far too swampy 
to seem of 1n uch 
vall1e, so they 
1noved west,vard 
and settled at 
w h at i s  110w 
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A
S might be expected, the celebra
t.ion· of The Milwaukee Road's 90th 

Anniversary has pl'·oduced a higl1ly in
teresting piece of historical sidelight� 
• 
Ing. 

In a lette1� to the Milwaukee J our11al 
recently, Mrs .. Betts Burdon, of l\tiil
waukee, had the follo.�ing to say: 

''The first bill of lun1ber se11t over 
that run (the line that extended fro1n 
Milwauk�e thrqugh Waukesha) was con 
signed __ to my paternal g1�andfather, Jon
athan Betts, to build a barn near .Eagle, 
Wis., al·though that vi11::tge was not of
ficially nam·ed until about one year late1·. 
Grartdp� Jonathan had to wait on the 
right-of-way to flag the train to a stop. 
The barn still stands, square and true, 
on the Betts homestead; its hand-·hewn 
frame held togethel" entirely by oaken 
pegs.'' 

With that enticing. piece of informa
tion as a lead, The Milwaukee Maga
zine did· a bit of sniffing around the 
Betts homestead -and came away with 
2 .. few more interesting facts. 

Jonathan Betts moved f1�om New 
York to Eagle in 1835-on foot, dressed 
in the yea1"'S • fashionable bucl{s1tins. 
With· a co1npanion he hesitated a while 
at Chicago,. tempted by a real estate 
salesi11an's assurance ·that son1c daJr a 
huge met1�op·olis would be b11ilt where 

These tin1bers arc Jla,rt of tl1e first sliip
ment of lumber carried by tl1e 1\'Iilwauke<� 
Road. 

Eight 

. of the lv1ilwaukee ..... 

•• • and Mississippi Railroad Co. (p1--edeces-
sor of The Milwaulcee Road), b1--eaking

ground for the laying of the steel, gave 
the locality the nickname of ''Shirt

Tail Bend.'' 
Mr. Betts purcl1ased the farm land 

from the government f Ol" $1.25 an ac1�e. 
Mrs. Luella M. Betts, daughter-in..:.Jaw 
of the old settler, and present owner 
and· ope1�ator of the farm, still has the 
tw.o deeds conveying title to the prop
erty. One is signed by Preside11t Tyler 
and the other by President Polk. 

It is inte1·esting to l{now that when 
the hom_e_stead was first established, 
111ost of the family's provisions had to 
be fetched by ox cart from Milwaukee, 
which was t!len a trading· post l"Un by 
Solomon Juneau. 

The barn was remodeled i11 1912, and 
the outside was covered ,vith newer 
lu1nber. However, many of the 01 .. iginal 
tj1nbe·1·s a1·e still to be seen on the in-
side. 

And that is the sto1�y of tl1e first 
load of lun1b.er hauled over tl1e tracks 
of the first railroad in Wisconsin. 


