
Matt Bovee Hotel-Restaurant 
The picture you sent is what I think was the original railroad hotel, and is the left-
most building attached to the Kline (Sasso/Suhmer) restaurant below. 

I looked for any information on “Star Hotel” or “Star Restaurant” but found 
nothing, yet Matthias (Matt) Bovee is listed as proprietor of the “Commercial 
Hotel” in Eagle in the “Waukesha County Directory” of 1899, while Frank Seefeld 
is listed as proprietor of the “Diamond Hotel” in Eagle in that same directory.   
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A 1924 Village of Eagle Map by The Dadmun Company calls it the “Commercial 
Hotel”. 

An article written by Alice Baker in 1965 tells of the manager of the Railroad 
House hiring two girls to work as waitresses for the railroad workers at the hotel.  
The railroad came through Eagle in 1851. 

This ad is in the "Wright's directory of Waukesha 1899 P. 292
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Note that it was later named the “William Crank Hotel”. 

I’m not sure when “Kline’s Hotel” was built, but it had to be around the same time 
the railroad depot was being built and was quickly renamed the “Diamond Hotel” 
as Alice Baker points out in here article.  An article in the Waukesha Journal in 
1890 listed Jacob Snyder as proprietor of the Diamond Hotel,  

followed by Frank Seefeld in 1894.  

Waukesha Daily Freeman November 20, 1965 P. 12



Seefeld’s obituary, on our EHS website, tells that he and his wife owned and 
operated the Diamond Hotel in Eagle for 27 years, but sold their interests in 1921 
and moved to West Bend, WI.  An ad appeared in the Racine Journal Times in 
1922. 

I’m not sure when the two hotels merged. 

I have all backup articles with sources if you need them 

Please read my file on Matthias Bovee. 

Mike Rice 

Racine Journal Times Dec 27, 1922 P.14 


