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Josh Beaver and dad, Don, created "The Yummiest Looking Cake" 
with their strawberry�topped angel food. Mom, Barb, pictured here, 
looking proud. 
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·whitewater trio·
•. on.All�America

football team 

the College Sports Informatio"ri 
Directors of America. 

He. added the Gagliardi Trophy 
. as the outstaµding player in Divi-

sion HJ football, ; • 
. Alleh ancl).ored the Whitewater· 

offensive line. Twice first-team 
. ,Specia·1 toTt-ie Freeman aU-WIAC, he was also.first-team . · ,«· 'I. ': ,  , • ,. /. • ·• , · • D3focitball.com all-Wes_tRegion in 
C 'six University of Wisconsin- 2007. 
Whitewater.' football players, Farley tied 1;he school record 
includ1,ng'tnree.1 from Waukesha wJtb etght interceptions in 2007, 
County; have been named."to the . arid his _career total of 17 is sec, 
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,a�l:c:Om\. • All-A�erica ond on ·Whitewater1s. list. He 

helped Whitewater lead Division 
, :. The team is headed by Offen- III iri. interceptioiis: Farley was 

sive.· Playei; of the Year Justin also named, first-team D3foot- ' 
Be�ver from Palmyra-�a_gle :{Iigh ball.com all-West R�gion imd sec- • 

1 School. Whitewater's Lanc_e ond-teain a11-WIAC.' . • 
. Leip9ld. w4s,Jiamed ·Coach .of the·· O.grizovich set the UW-_White­

.- Year for. guiding the team to the . water·record with 16 quarter­
•• _ NCAA Division ' III" chai:npi- back sacks -this season,' Fourth 
' orisfop. • ·, . •• , in Whitewater careE:lr sacks • Beaver wa_s a firsHeam ,pick on with 23, 1-he finished among the
' offense, end Ryan Ogrizov1ch was· top �o in WIAC history in career . 

named to the defonsive first team, sacks (eightn)'and· tackles for a' 
,, and- placekicker JC:l_f,f,'.Ss;hebler loss (tenth,· 41.5) .• Ogrizovich 
'· rounded out' Whitewater's first- was a unanim·ous first-te,am all-
, team selections, • • • • 

WIAC pick as well as fi:rst-team: , 
, Center Brent Allen from Muk- D3footba1Lcom Alls West 

, wonago ,was named to the second Region. . 
. team, • as 'were linebacker A.J. . • Schebler repeated the D 3 foot­

, : Raebel arid cornerback 'Beil Far- . ·pall.com. first-team AU-America 
ley from Brookfield East High . • honors he earne.d in 2006.' He 

, _School. •. . '· • •• • ·' · • broke Jhe' Whitewater record 
Beaver br'o,k-e--the Division III, w,jth 20: field goals this .season, • 

.. record, wpich he had established . • and improved his schqol career 
• . iri 2005 .. w;ith 2,455 yards rushing • r�cord to 38. He also tied . the '.
• this .season_. H\;! was· first-team schooJ record with a 52-yard field
• alFWisconsin • Intercollegiate ' goal; an;d led Divtsion IIJ }nJield

Athletic. Conference; WIAC Most. goals made per game. • • . 
:Valuable., Player and' first-team Just a sophomore, Schebler .is• American Ji'ootl;>all Coache.s Asso, , already sec·ond on the WIAC
ciation Division HI All-A,merica. care�r field-goal list He was also
He also holds.school and WIAC • a first-team all;WIAC and first:
.single-s�qsqn ;mq yareer rushing - team D3footbaJl.com all-West
records. . . . . Region pick.

Beaver added the WIAC's Max. Raebel, Whitewater's leading
. .Sparger Scbola_r. Atqle.te • Award til.Ckler. despite missing two 
• for·football;and earne_d ESPN games, set ·school records f6r
•• The Mi:igazine second-team Acad- 1 career solo tackles (193) and total
: emip. All:Americ;an ,honors from tackles (359)'. /.. � . • Ir. • 
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Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

B-eaver
in the·
running
Whitewater back 
dazzles at pro day 
By JEFF POTRYKUS 
jpotrykus@journalsentinel.com 

Madison The • 
thought of donning a Na­
tional Football League • 
uniform has driven Justin 
Beaver for years. 

''I've beeri thinking 
about that my whole life," 
the UW-Whitewater se­
nior said. "I've been told 
it's not possible • 1,000 
times. 

"But that is what push­
es me to keep going and· 
try even harder. Ever 

''I don't 
want to 

• bedone

-yet."

Justin 
Beaver, 

, since I was a 
little kid I 

·dreamed·
about playing
-in the NFL."
·That

dream, ad-·
• mittedly. still
a long shot, 
grew . surpris­
ingly closer 

. to reality 

• Division Ill
standout
rurning back,
on his bid to
play iii the

Wednesday 
when the gift­
ed tailback 
fashioned an 
impressive 
workout for 
NFL scouts. 
who attended 
the Uriiversi-NFL.

ing day 
Center. 

. ty of Wiscon-
• sin's pro· tim- . •

at the McClain. 

Beaver, who last fall 
was named the Division 
III player of the year and 
led Whitewater to its first 
national title, was among 
a handful of Division III 
players who tested for the 
scouts after UW's players 

. fmishad. _ ___ __ . __ .. __ 

The Palmyra native put 
together the best all­
around performance of all 
the players and spoke at 
length with scouts from 
the Indianapolis Colts and 
New England Patriots. 

• Officials from both
t�ams told Beaver they ex-

• pected delivery of any per�_
tinent film sometime. to­
day, a message Beaver re-
. layed to one of his agents.

"I just drove in and
hoped for the best," Bea-·
ver said. "I think the best

. pretty much happened."
Beaver was measured 

at 5-foot-8 and 192 pounds. 
His best time in the 40-

yard dash was 4.41 sec­
onds. That would have ptit 

• him among the top 10 run­
ning backs who per-·:
formed at the NFL Scout� ••
ing Combine last month
in·Indianapolis.

His time in the 20-yard 
shuttle was 3.96 seconds, 
better ·than any of the 
.backs at the combine .. 

His time in the three-
•· ,cone drill was 6. 72 sec­

onds, which would have
put httii in the top 10
among the backs at the
combine.
• Also, he bench-pressed
225 pounds 24 times. That·
wouJ.d have been the 10th
-best • effort among the
backs at the combine.

!'Thfogs went m¥ way 
today," Beaver said. .. • 

Bea,ver · rushed 444 
times for 2,455 yards and 
18 toµchdowns as a senior 
and· •finished .with· 6,584 
yards and 44 touchdowns . 
In his final game.at White­
water, Beaver rushed 31 • 
times for . 249 yards (8.0 
yards ·per carry) and a • 
touchdown to lead White­
water ,.to a 31-21 victory 
over two-time defending 
cb,ampion Mount Union. 

The Patriots and Colts 
appear •intrigued by· Bea­
ver'.s speed and quickness 
and his ability to make . 

___ plays in the open_!ielg
.,__ 

Although ·he wasn't 
used on retw-ns at White­
water and· caught only 
three passes 'his senior 
season, Bea,ver could re­
turn kickoffs or could be 
used as a slot receiver if 
his .hands prove depend­
able . . 

Beaver doesn't care· 
. what his role might be. 
The thought that the Colts 
and • Patriots like what 
they've seen so far is more 
than he could have imag­
ined.· 

"I love the game," he 
said. "I want to find a 
home, somewhere to play. 
I don't want to be done 
yet." 
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•. ,�ij5PYI�;���l�graduait'.:f 
r; ,milKes most,�iNFL:;t:1Y.,9ut 

'�1;�;��:�'*''} 
·palm.)yr_ ·_a,li:;gle graduate Justin Beav_e 

__ 
r re . had an opportunity most people in the . • - could only .dream of. • -· 

.. -0.irer the weekend; the University•of Wisco· Whitewater record-setting tailback was one of abol.l-t '0:' io players invited to try.out at the Green Bay Packers fookie mini-camp. • • • • • �'* "'�•. \f;J>; .-" Beaver hopes it was the first step of a long journey."The experience was hard to des.cr'ibe, either than ov whelming," Beaver said. "First, th.ere is tlie traditio the organization-and the facilities, and then the tho ofhow..many people would love to have the oppor had." . • •. .-.. • To add to the highly stressful situation, Beaver acted with Packers. coaches; including Packers l and Super BoVfl champion Edgar Bennett, who se the team's running backs coa "He was one of the best • backs to ever play· in the' . d;hat a.dded some stress, ,but efone - from the coaches; • trainers, to tlie equipment;,-:agers - was very nice," '§'aid. Any nerves Beaver hadshow on the practice field,made a solid impression. many; inclucting • oach Mike Mc his post-camp ence, McCarth 
.. but good Justin Bea"if'�- � . utBeaver. _ ,�- . ',if'•.,l'l'r-11 tel1¥ou what, he'sbeen very impj:ess • He's done a very • job," McC • ·" eporters. "He p with a lot of \,very quick,sive. As f: • QeS he have a .  ,..: that's something actually we'll • � . cuss when we get back upstairs. B � I would love for him to have an op­portunity, because he's been im-. 

Pf�S.il{�,;i,• ''.'''1,·<· Beaver·said--McCarthy's words serve as proof that his hard work is 

.,;·;. ·; 
�, "'.·'�* 

pay,ing off:: 
'".!\.{ just 5-8 and 191 pounds, Beaver has relied on his heart and dedica ..tion to overcome his lack ofNFL size. "His size and staturewill make his journey an -"'�Upwankbattle," said UW­• Whitewater head football 

... coach Lance.Leipold. "But oneg everyone knows is, 'Don't bet against 
' :him'.•'» <- �f Late Monday evening, Beaver was informed !"" tha.the willnotbereceivinga contract from the

Backers. • •

cli�I kne��ry� IE:(tI•Jjl•l-i=ijU;I ·
thing I could," ::;�;ds ;:,;, !,?:Beaver said. career rushes '\1113 "And who Season yards 2,455 (2007); knows? Some 2,420 (2005) guys that are • :season JD cut are Seas,,n rushes brought back three of four Single-game yards months down • All records at UW-Whitewaterthe line because 

24 
444 (2007) 
428 (2005) 

286 

of injuries or to fill out the practice squad." Beaver said his agent has sent his updated bioout to every NFL team, hoping another squadwill give him a shot. Throughout th<> tryout process. Beaver has alsobeen the recipient of overwhelming fan support onWeb sites and-Internet blogs, something he doesn't
overlook. . }[k:;1f:il. . ."·�· "It's very heartwarming," he said. ''It helped me all through college, and it's,nice $(�ow there are somany loving Jr:ien� and?f�J!',��ti,;there, and. I thankthem for the support." . ,,,�,t-•,;: _k--,� Beaver's successful camp was jusFanother feather inthe cap of a hmffj�nt r:areer. He holds seven·.DW-Whitewater rushing records, in­cludingmostrushingyards:fua care.er (6,584), yards in a season {2,455), touchdowns.iha_p�er ( 44), touchdowns in a season (24) and rushir\g attempts in a season ( 444). He also holds the school record for yards in a game(286 on Oct. 14, 2006, against UW-La Crosse). 

Turn to PAGE A27



UW-WHITEWATER NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS 

MAKING AN IMPACT - Justin Beaver impressed coaches at Green 
Bay's rookie mini-camp over the weekend. Beaver still hopes to latch on 
with a professional team. 

Beaver lllakes his -
Inark at Illini-camp 
From PAGE A24 

Oh, and don't forget his 
three Wisconsin Intercolle­
giate Athletic Conference ti­
tles, All-American honors, a 
national championship this 
past season 
in addition to 

"Justin literally carried 
UW-Whitewaterfootball to its 
first national title in school 
history," Plinske said. "He 
was the leader of a program 
that went 49-6 in four years, 
but never once did he take 

credit for his 
individual 
successes. winning the 

Gagliardi 
· Trophy (Di­
v1s10n 3'S 
equivalent to 
the Heisman 

"I know I did He became 
an inspira-

everything I could." tion to many 

Trophy). 
Despite all the success, 

Beaver remains humble, call­
ing the national title win his 
favorite moment because he 
got to share it with friends, 
family and teammates. 

"You notice his humble­
ness first," said Leipold. 
"He's one of those guys that 
continually battles and just 
keeps on coming. We had a 
special group that was led by 
him." 

Athletics Director Paul 
Plinske echoed Leipold's 
statements. 

Justin Beaver 
and will 
leave his leg-
acy on War­

hawk athletics forever." 
If things don't work out in 

the NFL, Beaver is prepared 
to leave his legacy a different 
way. 

This fall, he is scheduled to 
begin student-teaching and 
said he looks forward to beirig 
able to share his stories and 
be a role model to his stu­
dents. 

Fans of the former Panther 
and Warhawk, however, still 
hold out hope he will be 
schooling NFL defenses on 
Sunday afternoons this fall. 
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STATE DRAFT PROSPECTS 

P11;1yers from Wisconsin colleges or high 
schools who have been evaluated by ,NFL 
teams and have a legitimate chance of being 
drafted or s1gned as free agents: 

Justin Beaver, RB, UW-Whitewater: 5 
· feet 7 inches,191 pounds. Played in high

school at Palmyra-
Eagle .. _. The Colts, 
Chiefs, Bills and Packers 
have contacted Warhawks 
coach Lance Leipold since 
Beaver ran 40 yards in 
4.49 seconds and put up 
225 pounds a whopping 
25 times March 5 at UW 
pro day .. \"He j�st wants 

Beaver a shot at a camp," �eipold ! 
said ... Broke WIAC rushing record With 
6,584 yards, including 249 in 31 carries (8.0 
average) in DIii national championship game 

• victory over Mot.int Union ... Scored 18 on
the WonderlJc intelligence test. .. Didn't
return kicks and had just seven receptions in
final two seasons ... Possible free ,igent. ! 

-----------·---·····-····· . · ·-·-···· .... ----··- . ___________ J 
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SUBMIITTD PHOTO 

NUMBE� RETIRED - Former Palmyra-Eagle standout football player Justin Beaver (center) stands 
, with grandparents'{from left) Joanna Beaver, .Kathy Kelln, Donald Beaver and Fred Kelln. The school 

r�tired Beaver's number during Friday's football game. Beaver finished a decorated career with the 2O07-
NCAA Division 3 national champion University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, earning-the Gagliardi Trophy for 
most outstanding player in Division 3 college football- ·1ast year. Beaver finished his career with ·the 
second-most rushing yards in Division 3. history and the single-season record for yards gained. Beaver 

.· was a three-sport attilete at Palmyra-Eagle, also pc1rticipating in basketball a_n_d track. 
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