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The best bacl< 
• 

Whitewater's Beaver 
wins Gagliardi Trophy 

B.EAVl;R'S RUSHING STATISTICS
, , '  ., 

G Att. 

''I think he is one of the role7model types 
of student-athletes that all of us coaches in 
Division III admire," Mount Unioncoach 

• Larry Kehres said during a teleconfer-
• 20 14 ' 428 2.4 5.7 ence. "Great athlete. Outstanding stu-

By JEFF POTRYKUS J��!�P•r��i. 14 157.6 dent. Outstanding youn,gman.:'. 
• 

jpotrykus@journalsentinel.com f6fllla'"6l!BWl��S}.W'.��}l· • Beaver, 23, has reached 'thi;l point de-
Perhaps the only task more onerous spite thefactthatl;lehaslived with his pa-

than containingJustinBeaveron thefoot- tional title. ternal .grandparents since he was 3 
ball field is goading the UW-Whitewater The 5-foot-9, 200-pound Beaver!s Hst of months old. His parents battled alcohol 
senior tailback into acknowledgmg that : . accomplishments on the field is impres- dependency. His father, Jeff, died at age 38 
he plays the game exceptionally we].l. ·sive:. •

• • 
after an altercation in a bar. Justin Bea- •

· Even Monday, after he .learned h� ha.4 ■ Beaver has rushed for 2,206 yards in • ver had just finished his junior, year of
won the Gagliardi Trophy, givenarmually • • 14 games this season, with averages of 5.3 nigh school a.t Palmyra-Eagle. , • • 
to the top NCAA Division III playel'in.tne • yards per carry and 157.6 yards per gaipe; , ;? "What most would call a rough family . 
nation, Beaver gave .credit to' ev�q911e- ' ■ As a sophomore in 2005; he became • life/ Beaver said, "i (say) I'm grateful
who came to mind, except himselL •' .,. , the only back in school history to rush for • for .. .. The slightfamily difficulties I feel

"It's huge for more than me','''Beav.e:r. ,,.2,oooyardsormorein aseason, leadi,ngaJl,' rnaderne stronger. I had mymom anddad
told reporters during a teleconference:\ :NCMdivisionswithaDivisionIII recqt;d > tb.er�.at certain times. . • . • 
"Just· my ·teammates· and the, :people'. ·:�,42Qyards in 14 games. -�_,·,"And whenthey weren't therel'vehad a
around me, fileyalso deserve sU:vh'ipres•'.:,/\;·, ■ \Beaver . received A,11-Amerte:an .. grea(group or grandparents that stepped 
tigious award.. . . . \ i. honorsin 2005 and '06 and is � three-time: . · .. ini tq raise me, .. . It made me so much 

"It's an award. for everybody that b�s,r first-team pick in the Wisconsiniptereol-:_ &.tronger·.''. 
beeninvolvedinWarhawkfootballforthei'."legiate Athletic Conference. Beaver.was ;. Leip9lg., iJ.1 his first season as llead 

,----. past-forever.'' • . • .) .. , i{i recently named the WIAC player of.the. coac..h,has seenthatstr1;mgtb,sincetaking 
That has.been ;Beaver's motto al,l"$.ea:··.c year after le�qi.il,g the Warhawks to their •• over.the job. _. 

•

son: Hono'rmy teariimates,.not me, ., ;lJ;\,· third consecu*iy�Jeague title. , . , "Whenadversity stri.l{es,'1 Leipold said, 1 

"We have fine senior. leadersj:)Jp\ 1t:::., , "It all come� down to hard work;'' Bea0 "that just pushes that young man even· 
probably starts withJustinBeaver;"UW�':: .• • .ver said, "and-putting ·the right guys·.· more,Hehandles challengesorthebumps • 
Whitewater coach Lance Leipold tol(;l:fe- . around you that push you when yqu don't . in the. road that ·most people sometimes • 
porters Moriday morningdur'inganearli- : •• want to work hard.'' • • don't bounce back from." 
er teleconference. "He is everything on Beaver'slistofaccomplishmentsqffthe•, , Instead, Beaver keeps pushing for-. 
and offthefieldfor us." . fieldis also impressive: . ward. • • 

The award is named after Saint John's ■ A physical education major with a "Ithinltwhep,youare talkingabout the 
Umversity coach John Gagliardi, who • 3:51 grade-point· average on a 4.0 scale, DIII student-athlete,'; Leipold said, "he is 
has compiled a record. of 453-122-11 in 59 Beaver was a second-team Academic All- one of those that you're going to say that is 
seasons and was the first active head American. 'The team is sponsored by the prototype you're looking for.'' 
coach to be ino.ucted into the College Foot-' ESPN The Magazine and c.oordinated by One questioner finally enticed Beaver 
ball Hall of Fame ( Class of 2006). ·, ' the College Sports Information Directors to acknowledge that he had done his share 

Beaver, a finalist for·the 2005 Gagliardi of America. 
• • •• 

• of the work to win the prestigious award. 
Trophy, will receive the trophy during a • To make the team; an athlete mustbeat • '11 guess at this point I can do that," he 
banquet Thursday night in Salemi Va. - least a sophomore, be a significant con- said. "The biggest thing I.take out of this 
UW-Whitewater • (13-1) will. face Mount tributor and have a GPA of 3.20 or higher. ... whole thing is hard work. 
Union (14-0) at 3 p.m. (Milwaukee time) .. ■ Beaver was also the WIA,C's Max •"I definitely had people push me to 
Saturday in Salem for the Division III na- Sparger'SclJ.olar Athlete winner. work'hard, butrv:e had, todo it, also." 
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• Justin Beaver has rushed for 2,206 yards,in 14 games this season, 
helping carry_ lJW,Whitewater to tile Division• II! ,title ga.me. 
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University of Wisconsin-Whitewater running back



LI- niversity of Wisconsin-Whitewater senior runnin� back 
Justin Beaver has added his highest honor :_ th(a 
Gagliardi Trop�y as the nation's best Division Ill stu

dent/athl�te exh!bitin� �xcelle�ce in football, academi�s and
community service to his bulging collection of honors. 

The Palmyra-Eagle High School graduate set schoo.l and 
Wisqonsin Intercollegiate Athletic Conference career rushing 
records (6,335 yards) and has helped the Warhawks reach the 

Beaver 
NCAA Division 111 national championship game for a third time. 

. . Thrp following is a conversation Freeman assistant sports edi-
tor Tony Mooren. had with Beaver about his career: 

Q: Were you recruited heavily while in high 
, 1 vii 1t:.1 w H varsities? 

A: �ot at all. Just a couple of Division 11 s.chools 
wanted me to walk on - as a defensive back. No 
one else wanted me as a running back - just White
water where I had attended- some camps. 

Q: tyere you set on that position? 

A: I w,mti.g to be ther" (Iii e run�.Tj be0,�) I.YI I 

11\nlitti�MPif M,!iil\lri"IHtyji!iffin; af�,, 

Q: Did you envision this kind of career? 

A: I set some pretty hefty goals, but I never even 
dreamed about some of them. The Gagliardi award 
was a huge surprise because there were so many 
great athletes in the final 10. I look at that as a team 
award so I'm real happy to get it for my teammates 
as well. 

Q: Is there a point in your career the dream 
. began taking shape? 

A: Probably my freshman year when I kind of fig
ured out what it would take to have a good career. 
The group of guys around me then, from the sen
iors all the way down, weren't about themselves but 
the team and that's a big part of the success we've 
had as a team. 

Q: How much time did you put into football? 

A: A lot - definitely most of my time. Even when I'd 
go sledding hills with my friends, it was for football 

in the long run. 

yards rushing' and 24 touch· 

downs) did you have any thoughts 

of perhaps transferring to another 

school? 

A: No. I love being at Whitewater. 
It's a fun place to be·. There was no 
talk about transferring. The only talk 
was how to get back to Salem, Va. 
(the site of Saturday's Alonzo. Stagg 

Bowl game). 

Q: You must have spent some 

time on academics, however,·. 

because you have a 3. 51 grade

point average, didn't )'OU? 

A: Yes but I kind of g,,. ,in the 

good side of teachers, v:rnch is a 
major thing because tht•', , ant to 

hel, you. 

Q: What are your c. eer high

lights to. this point? 

A: , ,e of the biggest 1s beating 

U, a Crosse. I got sick about hear-
. out how good La Crosse was 

. "· .1 time. That and beating Linfield, 
the No. 1 team in the country, 

At...,'!.J.1.��o• 
l�wt!!;li�JtfJ:h�l�l'ir!ilij, t'lf \IYIS!!l!lll! 

■ CLASS/AGE: Senior/23 
■ FAMII.Y, Grandparents D,mald and Jeanne Beaver 
■ MAJOR: Education 
■ HIGH SCHOOL: Palmyra-Eagle 
■ HONORS: Received Gagliardi Trophy as the 
nation's top Division 111 player .... First team All
American Football Coaches Association selection .... 
Wisconsi'n· Intercollegiate Athletic Conference's Max 
Sparger Scholar Athlete Award for football. ... ESPN 
,:he Magazine second team Academic All-American 
mention from the College .Sports Information Direc
tors of America . ... Second ·team Little AII-America·n. 
■ STATISTICS: Is second ·all-time in Division Ill 
rushing with 6,335 yards, including 2,206 this sea
son. Holds the Division Ill season rushing record of 
2.420, set in 2005. Has scored 44 career touch• 
downs. 

Q: After your huge sophomore season (:?494 

44-41 at their place in a·game that 
had 14 or.15 lead changes in a quar
terfinal game in 2005. 

Q: /s there anything left for you 

to accomplish? 

A: Definitely winning the national 
championship. That's the one big 
thing that's missing and I wanted to 
at least get another shot. And we 
have it. (Mount Union) put up some 
big numbers, bJt they haven't played 
as tough a scheduLe as we have and 
we definitely have a chance. 

Q: Anything after that? 

A: When we get back, I have one 
fina, , xam left. It's online but other
w1s, ,hool's pretty much done for 
me 1,, semester. Next semester I'll 
take , :redits and I'll graduate in 
Dec,,. •er cl 2008. Football is my 
pas, , and I kept my credits low to 

play it. 

Q: What about the NFL? 

A: li's defin itely my dream to con
tinue playing after college. It's been 

an incredible ride and .if I don't 
make it at the next level, I'll become 

a teacher. 

(Tony Mooren can be reached at 

tmooren@conleynet.com) .. 
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I. All-time leading rusher in University of-�-
! Wisconsin-Whitewater ·aµd �isconsin In- •
� tercollegiate Athletic Conferel.).ce . (WIAC) 
t_··. history, senior running back Justin.Beaver 
t is the 2007 winner of the Gagliardi Trophy. 
! • • "I am thankful • for this honor and • it 
f means a lot to me: This i_s not only a per� ..
i • sonal award, but an. award. for those who 
I have follo.w_ed tlie team," ·Beaver, a native 
! of Palmyra, said; _-'.'This award would not
; have been possible without the support from ·
j friends, family, fans and the university. A 
[ lot of c_redit goes to my linemen for block�
f • ing and this is a tribute to UW-Whitewater's
I . great footbal� pr�grnm and tradition." . . • .
f The ((a�l��rd1 award goe_s to a student_ 
f athlet� exq1b1tmg exce�lepce lJ?- football; ac- • 
!' adem1cs and commumty service, and Bea-
t vet is considered the outstanding NCAA 

;vision III football player. •• . • 
"I am delighted for Justin and this is 

a great honor .. I have • watched him excel 
in football and other venues since high 
school;" UW-Whitewater Chancellor Rich
ard Telfer said. "As an All-American and a. • 
scholar athlete, this award is a testament to 
his caliber a� an individual and a football -
player." 
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Beaver was a finalist for the_ Gagliardi Tro
phy in 2005, when he rushed for 2,420 yards,
setting the Division III single season record. 
He is also· the UW-Whitewater _and WIAC 

, SUBMITTED PHOTO Palmyra:Eagle Enterprise 
UW-Whitewater running back and Palmyra native Justin Beaver is the recipi

ent of this year's Gagliardi Trophy. He and the rest of the Warhawk football team 
. wiWbe competins:j,in the Division·m Championship Stagg Bowl tomorrow . .

----� .. ---· ·------·-· -------- --- --
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• Beaver (Continuedfromfrontpage)

careerleader in rushing yards, 
with a total of 6,201 yards, 
second all-time in the NCAA 
Division III record book. Be�
ver is the only running back 
in UW-Whitewater and WIAC 
history to rush for 2;000 yards 
in a season, somethiµg he has 
done twice. 

• UW-Whitewater Athletic
Director Paul Plinske recogniz
es the importance of this honor 
for the football-program. 

"Justin has just won the _PlOSt 
prestigious award in Division 
III football. His legacy started 
four years ago and will forever 
impact our campus, athletic 
department and football pro-
gram," Plinske said. 

A physical education major, 
Beaver has a 3.51 cumulative 
grade point average. He. was re
cently recognized-by the WIAC 
and awarded the Max Sparger 
Scholar Athlete Awardfor foot
ball in 2007: He is also the 2007 
WIAC Player of the Year. 

"This award is a great hon- tation with a player. The award 
or, espe'.cially to Justin and his has become one of the leading 
family. I couldn't be happier for· collegiate football awards. and 
him arid he truly is a great asset is widely recognized as tlie pre
to the university, Justin epito- mier individual award in Divi
mizes what a true Division III sion III football. 
athlete is all about," Warhawk_ -- Beaver was to be presented 
Head Coach Lance Le1pold with the trophy yesterday at the 
said. "This is a great team award Salem Civic Center in Salem, 
as well and it definitely puts us Va., when the Warhawk foot
out there in the spotlight. For ball team travels to compete in 
our university, this only shows their third NCAA Division III 
what other pl;iyers can achieve championship Saturday. 
through our football program." A 33-member national selec-

"This is clearly a proud mo- tion committee, including col
ment for our football program legiate coaches, administrators, 
and all athletic programs at the former athletes, business lead
university," Telfer said. -"It-sets ers and members of the media, 
a high prec;edence for all athlet- determined the recipient of the 
ics and gives our:atl).letes some- Gagliardi award. 
thing to strive for> ·:, "As . we prepare for the 

The Gagliardi Trophy is pre- cp_ampionship game, we hope 
sented annually by Jostens Inc_; to build off the momentum we 
and the J�Club of Saint John's ·:·have gained the last three years. 
University in I Collegeville, .. -We have a big week ahead of us 
Minn., featuring a sculpture of - in practice and look forward to 
Saint John's University football a great outcome on Saturday," 
coach John Gagliardi in consul- Beaver said._ 
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Never 

sawit 
• 

COlUlllg 
OW-Whitewater pulls off 
a_ st_u..nner ,in Stagg Bowl 
By JEFF POTRYKl,IS 
jpotrykus@journalsentinel.com 

• Salem, Va. � Lance Leipold
strode to the awards platform at
midfield, f lanked by senior taitback
Justin Beaver and senior defensive
lineman Ryan pgrizovich.

As they grabbed the NCAA Divi· 
sion III championship trophy and 
held it aloftSaturday evening at Sa· 
lem Stadium, they were immediate• 
ly join�d on the pl:;ttform �nd sur• 
rounde_d by every member of the 
University of Wisconsin-White
water football team. 

WARHAWKS 

Team 
pulls 
off title 
stunner 

Meanwhile across the· field, the 
stunned plqyers and coa.chesfrQill .. 
;¥R�J:lf Unh:m:}f1,DU�1ittp l;le-,�u,J),7/:l!: :, , 
:,a.l::i!e a:µd,Jq_ot,ng f�:ir tµE:)ir tford' CPJY' •. •·· • 

!��ilJiIB,i!�lf�it�¥�iiij�f fzy�jf�t:tj
Raiders WE!fe_envelope,d,pytq.e s1yk
feeling of' defegt, ·- a feeling they
hadn't experienced at all this year
arn;l not since Week 7 of the 2005 sea-

:-- son. 
• ''Somewhere along the line this
will sink in," Leipold, in his first
,season as Whitewater's head coach,
sa�d after the Warhawks'

Please see WAR!iAWKS_, llC 
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Beaver leads 

Whitewater 

to national 
championship 

Sports 

stunning 31 -21 victory over top
ranked .Mount Union in the 
Stagg Bowl. "But as I've 
said .... It's not about me. It's 
been about a-Program and these 
(players). I'm just the one that 
was given a· great privilege to be 
in charge of it at this _particular 
time." • . 

At this time the Warhawks 
(14-1) are the best team in the na
tion. 

"! think they played a great 
game tonight and they deserved 
to beat us," sa:id Mount Union 
coach Larry Kehres, who had 
guided the Purple Raiders (14 -1) 
to nine of the last 14 national ti
tles before Saturday, including 
victories in 2005 and '06 against·• 
Whitewater. "We played very 
well in spots, but a few too many 

mistakes cost us 
the victory. 

"But Whitewater 
played a great game 
and deserved to 
win." 

Whitewater beat 
a team that hadn't 
won by fewer than 

Leipold 24 points this sea-
son and had al· 

lowed only 73 total points before 
Saturday because Beaver, run
ning behind a veteran offensive 
line, found holes all day ·against 
the best defense in the nation 
and because the Warhawks' un
derrated defense came up with 
several critical stops and forced 
four turnovers. 

Beaver, who has played with a 
fractured rib for more than a 
month, rushed 31 times for 249 
yards and a touchdown, an aver
age of 8.0 yards p_er carry, and 
was named the game's most 
valuable player. 

"Thar just shows you once 
again the kind of competitor, 
and the heart and everything he 
gave this football team," Leipold 
said. 

�ount Union entered the day 
No. 1 nationally against the run, 
allowing 24.2 yards per game. 
Beaver had a 26-yard run on his 
first carry and showed his met
tle by producing two c.ritical 
runs after losing a fumble that 
led to a Mount Union totl.chdown 
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UW-Whitewater 
• running,hack Justin ,

-

\ 

late in the thtrd quarter to bring 
the PurpJe R1;1iders within 17-14. 

His-26-yard run,to the Mount 
Union 2 on Whitewater's first 
possession set up a 1-yard sneak 
by quarterback :Oanriy Jones, his 

• first of two 1-yard scores, and
lj.elped the Warhawks take a 7-0
lead. He ripped off a 45-yard run
to set up Jeff Schebler's 32-yard

I 

.' Beave(. whO' has
playe_d·with a frac
tured rib for more
than' a nionth, rushed

• 31 tim�s for 249
yards. and a touch
down and was named
the game's m9st
·valuable player.

field' goal on the next-to-last play 
of the first half for a io-o lead. He 
carried six times· for 43 yards, 
the last a 13-yard touchdown run, 
on a seven-play, 50-yard d,rive to 
help !):J.e Warhawks take-' a 24-14 
lead with. 6 minutes, •11.seconds 
le;ft in .the ·game. He ripped off a 

• 66-yard'run to the Mount Union 4
to set up Jones' 1-yard sneak
•with 1:33 left, a touelidown that •
s.ecured the victory.

"'I've been· saying that the 0-
U:ne is the heart of our. offense;"

. Beaver said: "Today they· 
stepped up and played, an unreal 
game." •• 

Whitewater's defense, choreo� 
graphed beautifully by coordina
tor Brian Borland and led by ju, 
.nior linebacker J1;1ce Rindahl (16 

• ,tackles), frus_trated a - unit that
led the nation in points per game
(54.1) and hadn't scored fewer
than 35 points this season.

Borland's defense sent a re
. sounding message when Ogri
zovich stuffed tailback Nate
Kmic (30 carries, ·121 yards and
tbree touchdowns) for nci gain on
fourth- and goal from inside the I

. on Mount Union's third posses-
sion of the .game. •

"We knew that at the end of the
day if we played the best ball We
could we'd come out. winners,"'
said ·ogrizovich, who had nine
tackles.

As the disconsolate Mount
Union• players sought refuge in •

• their' locker room, refuge • from
the Whitewater celebration. at
midfield, there was no doubt
which team had persevered.

"I've said all along we have an
outstanding group of 23 seniors
and you saw many, of them today
play their hearts out," Leipold
said. "Our staffdid an outstand,
ing job making sure we believed.

"And while many didn't think 
we had a chance to be· here at 
this point in the day,. here we 
are. I can''t say how proud I am of 
our program." 


