
Chapman has kept track of pleasant history of Eagle 
EAGLE - Harold Chapman is

proud of bis rural background. 
Born in November, 1897, in the 
town of Troy, he joined his four 
brothers and four sisters to make
sure the family.homestead was 
plentiful with its variety. His 
father's idea was to keep 
somethh)g of everyt;hing; like 
cows, pigs, cbic�ens and horses, in
case one item went down. 

Chapman says keeping track of
things, as he was taught on the 
farm, helped direct his interest 
toward bookkeeping. In 1916, he 
arrived in Eagle to keep books for
Harry Smart, the Ford dealer in 
the area. 
• .. He's stayed in Eagle ever since,

e�cept for 1918, wh�n he was 
drafted to fight in World War J. He
was sent to Milwaultee for four 
months training, but the war 
ended when it did. 

: Back ih Eagle, dancing in the 
former Masonic Hall to the .two­
step and waltz brought pieasure

and an introduction to his future
wife, Ruby. 

"Dancing to music then gave 
you time to know your partner a 
lot better than the fast tunes now
allow," he said. 

It surely worked for this couple. 
They )Vere together until her death
at the Virginia Nursing Hom.e last 
year. 

Chapman married Ruby 
Rockteacher in 1920. Their home
was built across from where he 

worked. The furnishings consist of Chapman recounts the many times
mementos of events and shared ' in the 20s the cars would be filled 
pleasures. with polished barley for 

Chapman talks about many Milwaukee's breweries. 
events he, Ruby and the village He says, "There used to be a
have shared. The bank robbery in stockyard behind the present 

• 1920 brougl}.t an arch to his village hall. Farmers in the area 
eyebrow as he said, "Ruby and I could bring their hogs and cattle 
were in bed when Ed Lins, there for shipment to the 
manager of the phone company, Milwaukee yards. Also Eagle had a
called to say the robbers had cut pickle factory and creamery. But 
all the phone lines except his the advance of motor travel and 
private one. transport reduced the train's 

" I wasn't sure what I could do. importance even if it did help 
Lins was calling out a posse. I got Smart's business and my job."
dressed and went out. Our band Chapman was working as 
never did find the robbers, but it bookkeeper and sometime 
was an exciting time." salesman. He says, "Joe Stute was

Chapman talks abc;>1,1t qther the real dealer. But one day I sold 
exciting things, "There was the two Ford touring cars, each for 
circus train which would come $349. Of course, that was in the 
from Janesville. It arrived very late • l 920s when that model was easy
at night during the 1930's. Our to sell." 
house is perfect for viewing In 1923, Chapman bought out 
because of its location." Smart. A short time later, fire .

The railroad brought 
\
destroyed the building. In 1924, 

development to the village. Chapman with help from his 

father-in-law, Fred Rockteacher,
built the present Chapman's 
Station. 

Since then the business has bee:
run by a Chapman. However in 
1959, the first name changed from
Harold to Russel when his nephev
took over. 

The senior Chapman knew it 
was time to retire when he 
couldn't call all the customers by 
name. He talks about the business
as providing real service. The car 
windows would be washed and a 
check made under the hood and 
on tire pressure. 

"Now there's no timt! .for that;
people are too busy and faces 
aren't familiar," said Chapman. 

But he. can still be found at his
house across the street. He's 
keeping watch on Eagle and 
welcoming people who have time 
for a brief look at a pleasant past.

(Joan Holman is a Freeman 
correspondent who lives in Eagle.) 



Harold Chapman 

&Y Joan Holman (from a Freeman article) 

Harold Chapman is proud of his rural background. Born in November, 1897, in the Town of.Troy, he joined his four 
brothers and four sisters to make sure the family homestead was plentiful with its variety. His father's idea was to keep 
something of everything-like cows, pigs, chickens and horses-in case one item went down. 

Chapman says keeping track of things, as he was taught on the farm, helped direct his interest toward bookkeeping. In 
1916, he arrived in Eagle to keep books for Harry Smart, the Ford dealer in the area. 

He's stayed in Eagle ever since, except for 1918, when he-was drafted to fight in World War I. He was sent to 
Milwaukee for four months' training. but the war ended when it did. 

Back in Eagle, dancing in the former Masonic Hall to the two-step and waltz brought pleasure and an introduction to 
his future wife, Ruby. 

"Dancing to the music then gave you time to know your partner a lot better than the fast tunes now allow," he said. 

It surely worked for this couple. They were together until her death at the Virginia Nursing Home last year. (Ed.Note: 
Ruby was born on Nov. 2, 1900 and died April 1, 1989 in Waukesha.) 

Chapman married Ruby Rockteacher in 1920. Their home was built across from where he worked. The furnishings 
consist of mementos of events �nd shared pleasures. 

Chapman was working as bookkeeper and sometime salesman. He says, "Joe Stute was the real dealer. But one day 
I sold two Ford touring cars, each for $349. Of course, that was in the 1920s when that model was easy to sell." 

ln 1923, Chapman bought out Smart. A short time later, fire destroyed the building. In 1924, Chapman with help from 
.._.+s father-in,-la�. Fred Rockteacher, built the present Chapman's Station. 

---.._· 
. 

The senior Chapman knew it was time to retire when he couldn't call all the customers by name. He talks about the 
business as providing real service. The car windows would be washed and a check made under the hood and on tire 
pressure. 

"Now there·s·no time for that; people are too busy and faces aren't fammar," said Chapman. 

(Ed: Note: Harold Chapman died on December 29, 1996 at Westmoreland Manor House in Waukesha. The gas 
station he built was razed in November of 2000 and a Mw Qdifics is undsr construction on the same location. The 
house where he and Ruby Jived stm stands on this property.) 

rriet Crover- o· 
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:" Old fashion8d''-feelino rAmains Dar
£

,I,.,,_ , out pf a Norman \ ,t.,I l\e,,.tne0nl 

E. . I .f!oc.:k,,·ell ,;htch. he sit� or. by Nancy Lander • .\ • n··. 
With the fast moving\ I times and happenings here 

a g e the prch after suppe:·
. 
,in/!. on\\· hl' rnakes the p1ctu 

• I • It ,,·as an honor n>TTIP t.?tt.:. in the 80's, a pleasant \ escape for some city: dwellers might be a drive 
through the Village of , Eagle. To them it might ' seem that not much has changed in this little farm 
town over the years. It's 

-·on Ru��ell now run:' fr:.'
·,tati,rn. Hamid rt.?nwm:,,·r· 
�d th;,t s1·lwn he  openl·d '.:h'. 
.;talion in l�li�. the µ,·1r, Pl 
ga;; -.,·a;; \;iC a irallun a:H! 
fut.?! ,,il ,1 a., -;-c- a irall,,n. ,t1:<1 
ht• had a n�al lauirh :\l,,:._:: 
that'. 

i quaint, small shops and
i 
• 

h i g h  s t e ep l e  t o ppe d  
structures reflect a true 
"old fashioned" feeling. 
And residents of Eagle 
take pride in that. 

Uut there are still somcl 
who remember Eagle as it 
was over eight�· year:; ago. 
One man by the name of 
Harold Chapman reca!!,; 
the days when bank 
robbers galloped through 

i!a:-uld !'•:,·;died •hat i;\ 
,1w �:11110 dt·..:adt: the d:t:, 
that ,i;., ,'.;;ti11n and !�:,,,: 
hun1e:,,; i:: Ea.:.r:l) n·•. ��i\·t·,: 
t>lectriLit::. �1.a hi:' fa•.11r; •. 
!'f.1min1s�in).! ·.•:as ht·ar:'.···�· 
:he fi:·.-t :·arlio l1rna(:,·:,-: 
t'rorn :\!adl�t,n. I!t• a11d i�:­
wife Ru:,.1· •!ro1·,: tt1 '. ... 
(�ran�•�. \ri�,·on�in 1.1:h,.-!.t' .� 
frie:i:l p•il k•adpLnnf·� ,.:• 
them .,;1, ! h,•y c,nild lw:, 1· '. • 

1Ya;; a 1q,ath,•c n,p,Y:-t. �,•:· 
that didn't nrnc:h matt,•1· •.· 
th•'nL ,;(Inn after that. it\ ti:.· 

Main St. on dirt roads; 
when not a street light or 

. telephone wire hovered 
over the houses; and when 
electricity and radios we�e 
just a wonderful dream. 

. iatl' .. \\'ti'!ii->-.,. Eaglt> lia,i 
\ radir,,-. and quo�in� l!ar, 1ld 

I 
"That 11·a,; a IJ1}! as tllP�l'
\'CR thinirs .tr•! 1:ow'." 

Harold, born in 1897, The :..Iilwa:1kct• lbil?·.,: ... grew up on a farm in the 
Town of Troy with his four

1 ,1,;t•d to ha,·e a l.i(•t•:· t :·::: r\ 
sisters, four brothers, and, :hal iYent thr,1.;g-h !->�'·: ,,_t his parents, Wallace and· rnidnig-ht eYer�· niirh,_. :,::,: Anna Chapman. His the South'-1·e.,tt::rn l{::t!·., a:, family was poor and the.re· had a pas�"''i�er train·. 11 :1: 
was plenty of work in ,u,nt thr,1ugh Elki,ri:. maintaining the farm. One Thl'rt' wa:.- an ice hl•U:.-l' "" sister, Eliza who has lived the route to Elkllrt; that :itin Eagle most of her life .. one time emp\0_1,:d o\·t•rrecalled their li\'es on the' 10 0 men. and thl' train hadfarm. "Our parents tau�ht car;-; for the ice to deli1·c-1;u_s how t� Jive a good and along the \1·ay ... Hari.1\usimple life, thot�gh the l'njoye<l rt.>memberit,)! t!;at
work was anything but· •·:.'omething in the pa:'£. 
simple." Eliza is Harold';; • 
elder sister. and :-.t the age, Haro!J will be \10 >·l'a,·s 

old come this :--:o,emki_·. 
of rm. is doing prl'ttY wd!. but hi:; ag-e certain:.,· ha:-i:: 

:;lowrd him down ill'.tl'h .• \ 
devoterl hu�band. ht• 
traveb to \Vauke,;ha fnt:_r 
time" a week to :-ee hi:<'-' 1 •'-' 

At the age of�\. Harol<i 
\\'as di�charg-ed irom I he 
arm,· ,md soun after that h,' 
m:;n·i,·d. [n 1'12.J i!e built 
Cha;,rnan's ,;as Statiun 
ar:cJ

° 

\\',irked : here for :'.:, 
y�ar., u•1til he ;·<·tired ;" 
·195\l. l ! ., brother An·\,;,.
helJH'd l!im manag-P •. h , 
:c:tati1111 all tho:<L' _1·p:tr:-- :,,.,, ! 

!w ,-:111 �till ht> found h,•hi:\11 
the ca:-h re;.·ist1'!' . .-\n•:ii•.' --

Rubr. who li\'l!S tht':-t' ii::: 

nu1<ing home. Tht> ()'.i:vr· 
dav he could bt' :'fr!: 

m�winir his beau:if< 
kept !awn up �tnJ dell\ !1 
hill. He r:1en:inned :,, :. •• 
i hat most ,�1·er�·11rl' 
Eaglt> an• :-tran1rl'r, tP : .. 
now. But 11:tr,ild j,; il,I' :·:1ra. 

t Harold Chapman. mee 
t talk . ltohavear.hance o ,rn< . J-1 e t r II I 11 \,·ith him. I.- . . ·t jior 11., dnH•rn·s mc1 t . I 

1/l'lll'S of serl'lt'[
.•

1r
l/l 

-,.rie11d.-;hiptot.lie ·1 11!/I'
• .. J 1-.:111111'. 

-
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• Chapman's Gas Station was built in 1924. This photo is one taken some time ago.
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Chapman·� r;as Station was built in 1924.i- ·-· ... _________ , ........ _,, ___ ,_/ 

Chapman's 

Harold Chapman born in 1697. grew up on a farm in 

Town of Troy. At age 21 Harold was discharged from 

army and soon after married. In 1924 he built Chapman's 

Gas Station and worked in it for 35 years until he 

retired in 1959. His brother Archie helped manage the 

station all those years and continued after Harold re­

tired. Archie's son Russell now runs the recently re­

modeled station. 

Harold remembers that when he started in 1924 the 

price of gas was.15¢ a gallon and fuel oil was .07¢ 

a gallon. In that same decade electricity &a.me to the 

station and most homes in Fagle. 
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