
� Downtown Eagle loses bit of charm 
:; as vari�ty, coffee shop closes for good 
�- b:; lim Flaherty 

;; Village of Eagle - Eagle 
�' Variety & Gift Shop will always be 

remembered as the kind of store 
where the rumors poured as hot as 
the coffee and the gossip was as juicy 
as the candy. 

., 

l It never really mattered what the
1 topic of the day was. On weekends the 
;; lines often started forming in front of 
,: downtown shop before it opened at 6 
• a.m. They came for a good hot cup,
� stayed for the camaraderie, and were 
� never shortchanged on either. 
l After a brief lull during mid-day,
i the store would fill up again when the 

elementary schools let out, as children 
, lined up several rows deep at the 

front counter awaiting their tum to 
select from the array of candy. 
Others were at the back counter 
ordering a shake or soda to enjoy on 

_ the way home. 
Sadly, that's all history now. Last 

Sunday marked the end of an era for 
Eagle, when the shop at 109 E. Main 
St. closed its doors for the final time. 
An auction will be held this Saturday, 
May 13, starting at 10 a.m., and. 
owners Jim and Kathy Chapman said 
everything in the .store will be sold 
(see ad in this issue for details). 

But it wasn't the antique fixtures 
that made this quaint store so valuable 
over the years. It was the friendly 
smiles and exchange of daily thoughts 
that kept the regulars coming back 
for more. 

For the past 22 years, locals have 
been able to purchase just about 
anything from the Chapmans - candy, 
cigars, clocks, k ites, cameras, 
gr:eeting cards, magazines,  
newspapers, jewelry, figurines, 
aspirin, school supplies, and possibly 
the best coffee and homemade root 
beer money could buy. 

The real news hounds of Eagle 
gathered in the early morning to 
discuss everything from the village 
board to big game hunting to O.J., 
and there was never a shortage of 
opinions to go around. 

"I guess you could say the rumors 
started here," Jim Chapman said 
while moving some boxes behind the 
counter in the rear of the 100-plus
year-old store. "Of course you don't 
believe 110 percent of what you hear 
here. If the fellows here could run the 
Brewers and the Packers we'd have a 
World Series in Milwaukee and a 

continued on page 12 

End of an era - Downtown Eagle will 
not be the same now that Jim and Kathy 
Chapman (shown here) have retired and 
sold the Eagle Variety & Gift Shop, 109 
E. Main St. The Chapmans said they will
miss the good times and many friends 
who stopped in for good coffee and
conversation over the years. An auction 
will be held at the shop this Saturday, at 
which all items in the store will be sold. 
(Photos by Kevin Harnack) 
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J=lec�lling ol� storle!' ;... Kathy Qhapman took a cup.of coffee over to a custoiner 
as she r�caUed s<>m'3 of the good tirnes -�he ard husband Jim have had over tha 
ye�rs �hile running the Eagle Variety & Gift Shop in downtown Eagle. The Ohapmans 
cl_osed their doors Sunday after 22years in business. (Photo by Kevin Harnack) 


