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Capturing rural Wisconsin

01 Canvas

Town of Eagle
woman seeks to
capture Americana

before it disappears

By MATTHEW WEBBER
Freeman Staff

NEW BERLIN - Driving
through Wisconsin, inspiration
strikes her. She stops to take a
photo of a barn, shop or tree. A
few months later; her oil painting
of the scene hangs in the New
Berlin Public Library, eliciting a
hush from patrons and librarians

aljke.

i:he painting looks real, they
say. It looks like a place they’ve
seen.

But the artist remains modest.
Painting i3 just something
Audrey Casey has to do,

When asked why she continues
to paint almost 80 years after she
began, Casey, of the town of
Eagle, said she didn’t know.

“I just like to do it,” said the
award-winning artist, . former
painting instructor and grand-
mother. “It’s something you have
to do. It goes through your mind
if you’re not doing it. At night,
you think what you're going to do
tomorrow.”

Casey, 74, paints whenever and
whatever inspires her, usually
landscapes of rural Wisconsin or
Ireland. |

With her current exhibit of
Wisconsin paintings, Casey’s

goal was to capture rural Ameri-
before it disappears. ;
Call—llir work “reflects an un‘derd
standing of the past, comblr;;ale
with the presenl'c'i,f -t(g Soﬁgvsezid; a
spirit of rural lite, ?
sIt)atement that seems to resonﬁtt;
with the people who purcPase “f
“very peaceful” and “seren
k’ .
W?‘%‘I‘hey recognize a lot of_ thei
places,” she said. “Everything
paint is a definite somethﬁngi
They can drive out and look a
1t-But as cities contipue i© s_x_praxgré
outward, Casey’s paintings (r::élm
provide some people with a
of the past.
Or‘3‘71 hope they remgmber twttx_)aét
things look like, how it useq dq S,
pecause 5o many of the”buﬂ 1n.gd
. I see are disappearing, she said.

“They have metal sheds. NOW..

barns.” ;
M%?sley admits “it’§ SO mcea1 r‘ig
really love what you re %mtngaint-
to make a living at it,” bu Punity
ing also provides an Oppq{
for bonding with her family.

\ i visit
. en her grandghlldren :
h:gltllirr‘ne and Studm,‘ﬁﬁgwp%éﬁ
to her work and sa¥ 2 .t e
did that? How do you do 4
Show me » gald Ca}Sey, happy
be teaching art again. séldom
Her creative process
yaries. From a photogra g end
from the side of the ro b’efore
then sketches the scene e
adding “layers and layers e
it for “months and mon e
paéixe always wears jeans

requires silence when painting.

“I have to have quiet,” Casey
said. “I shut the door so I don’t
hear anything.”

One reason the process takes so
long is she waits for each layer to
dry before adding the next.

“If I do wet on wet, I can’t get
that much detail, like all those
small branches on trees,” she
said.

Those tiny details are a large
part of what makes her paintings

S T

so popular, as the Nevl Bgerlln«.-
library features her as its artist of
the month” several times through-
out the year, librarian Katie Schulz

said. ] ;
“Andrey is one of our favorite

artists,” Schulz said. “Everybo@y
likes her stuff and they purchase it.

She’s a real popular artist in this

area.”

" (Matthew Webber can be reached
at mwebber@conleynet.com)
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Audrey Casey of the town of Eagle stands surrounded by some of her il paintings in the New Berfin, Public Library. The library will fea-
ture her scenes of rural Wisconsin until the end of the year. :

“Audrey is one of our favorite artists. Everybody | Ata g,ance. e
likes her stuff and they purchase it. She's a real 5 AT fural Wisconsin painfing
popular artist in this area.” ® WHO: Audrey Casey of the town
- - Katie Schulz  of Eagle ) .
' New Berlin Public Library librarian 8 WHERE: New Berlin. Public
Library, 15105 Library Lane
B WHEN: until the end of the year




