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on canvas 

Town of Eagle 
woman seeks to 

capture Americana 
before it disappears 

By MATTHEW WEBBER 
Freeman Staff 

NEW BERLIN Driving 
through Wisconsin, inspiration 
strikes her. She stops to take a 
photo of a barn, shop or tree. A 
few months later, her oil painting 
of the scene hangs in the New 
Berlin Public .Library, eliciting a 
hush from patrons and librarians 
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P mting iq just somethmg 
A drey Casey has to· do. 

When asked why She continues 
to paint almost 30 years after she 
began, Casey, of the town of 
Eagle, said she didn't know. . 

"I just like to do it," said the 
award-winning artist, . former 
painting instructor· and grand
mother. "It's something you have 
to do. It goes through your mind 
if you're not doing it. At night, 
you think what you're going to do 
tomorrow." 

Casey, 74, paints whenever and 
whatever inspires her, usually 
landscapes of rural Wisconsin or
Ireland. • 
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requires silence when painting. 
"I have to have quiet," Casey 

said. "I shut the door so I don't 
hear anything." 

One reason the process takes so 
long is she waits for each layer to 
dry before adding the next. 

"If I do wet on wet, I can't get 
that much detail, like all those 

. small branches on trees," she 
said. _ 

Those· tiny details are a large 
part of what makes her paintings 

so popular, as the NeV;, B�rlin\
library features her a_s its artist of 
the month" several tllles _through
out the year, libra:rian Katie Schulz
said. • 

,, ·t "Audrey is one of our �avon e
artists," Schulz said. "Everybo�y
likes her stuff and they P1:1rcJ:iase 1�·
She's a real popular artist m this
area." 
• (Matthew Webber can be reached
at mwebber@conleyn�t-�om) _____ _ 
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Audrey Casey of the town ofEagle $lands smrounded by some of her QH paintings Jn the New Berlin, Pul;>lic Library. The library will fea-
ture hef sct½t1es of ruraNNJsconsin until the end of the year. . . • • 
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"Audrey is oh-e • of our favorite artists. Everybody . 
likes her stuff and they purchase it. She's a real 

popular artist in this area." 
• • •

- Katie Schulz

New Berlin Public Library librari�n 

At a glance 
• WHAT: rural WiSCO(lSin P?.inting
exhibit ••

■ WHQ: Audrey Casey of the town
of Eagle
■ WHERE: New Berlln Public
Library, 15105 Librpry Lane
■ WHl:N: until the end o.fthe year


