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Records, Risibilities, anu Ruminations concerning the

Hamletof Jericho anu the Village of Eagle
F by

#lice Baker

Somewhere among the fairy tales is the story of a magic
ring.,. The possessor of this fabulous ring coulc put it on her
table at night ana there by be able to go where'er she wished.
I am assuming the possessicn of that ring ana testing its pow-
ers hy ass«iig it to tage me, ana you also , not only arounc
Jericho anu Ekagie, but &iso stioudlating tne ti. e at which I and
.you woulia like to be there..

Magic Ring, I shouic 1like to be in anc arouncd Jericho'in

Qarts
thg,lsoohﬁ. Vhat woula this country be like? E£ince there is
no written record concerning much of tiiis region , Imagination
anu anology must be called into use, & most danger.us prac-
tice when writing history. But oi this resource I am sure that
most of you past the 50 yeur age can supplement with many oth-
ers the incicents which I have listed.

This region was a woodsy place, woous more extensive than
now and timber much larger than that which now exists. In the
1880t's , west of Betis Roau there wes a stand of timber so
thick that the pona which flangeu it could scurcely be seen,
From wﬂat is now HyNN to Hy «0 leading to Troy Center, there
~was & region of timber broxen énly by the farm homes of HeX=EH
Francis Ba:ier, Jonathan Bettis, and John Chapman €r, grancfath-

er or Haroiu Chapman ana srchie of oresent aay Bagile,
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~nut tree, this stump we

But the drouths of 1886-89thinnec that'band of trees and to-
day &£lvin Nelson cultivates the land flanking "Sherman's
Pond" as my generation calls it as do the land owners south
to the John Chapman place, now & Girl's Camp..

Another instance of this e.panse of wood , now non-ex-
istant, was founa at the former John Buell place on Hy. 67.
ap to 19200one of the best exhibits of dense primeval woods
could be found north of his ruambling house, Basswood trees,
a yarc in diameter , o.xs of sisilar girth, unbranched for
30 to 40 feet iowered towar: the sky.

In the extension of tinie bueal forest which Heaerold Pardceco
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ownece fro. 1den t» 1247, L founu the s.ump of & common chest-
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ewsiiy & yurd in uizneter, hollow and
from the ouwtgide e4ili live rim shoots ten to 1 ft high&wro
growing, I know oI no other evicence of the common chestnut
in this region. Lo you?

Megic ring , take me to the animal treils which led to the
sources of w.ter, These treils which helnec¢ the Indisn to
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the same source , and in sone of

ways for the white man.. I shoulc have likea to watch the deer
raccoons, sKunks, w oocchucks, minks, weuasels, martins, bear,

woives, ani ever a few lynxes a- they cuenchec their thirst at
Hinkley's spring, or im. Shermen's stream or springs, streams

at Eagleville%r the pond . There was no like &t Eegleville till
Lr. Lanieli Bigelow%ut in the miil cam in Dlec. or eurlv Jan . of
18066-7, |

It. wouiu have been & pleasure to meet tne frienciy Potta-
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wotomies,to see their villages, one ot which was lerge, down

near the briuge on Hy.83., Both: Jericho anc BEagle figurea as

" their hunting grounds. Proof of this fact is founc in the fact

that most of you present today have Indian arrowheads picked
up on your fuarm property., In the 1880's , my father whose farm
was 1in section &3 of Eagle found many arrow heads, some large ,
of heavy flint for deer aunc beer., ESome smeller for birds and
other smeli snimals, I suspect the arrow heads you founc
were the wed_ons that missec their merxs, for the Indian would
have savec the ones that brought down the ueer or bear,., Many
of you here today mey have collections of these same artifacts,

Vicariously , I should, and no doubt ali of you woulc, have
likes prospecting this region. There was &« time when trapper;
vere tne one tyve of whites who haa kKnowleage of this regione.
The many marshes in HBagie ana Mukwonsgo maae iceal homes for
mi.iK, m.rtin, a few beaver, ana many musk-rats, hence a rich
regi..n for men who knew how tu trup. Many oi the first set-
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tlers dia prospecting. &£.R.Hinkley, his brother Henry, Andrew
Schofielc prospected this region a fuli month befors settliing
on their properties, T..Wwm. Wezt, , Thos Sugden, anc Josevh
Smart looxeuw around before choosing their claims..

I shoulc like to have been with the Chas,Cox famiiy when
they seiecteu & site on tie property now ownec by Mr. Acker,
the north west corner of intersection of Hys E and 99. Cox,
his wife , ana twe auo.ted children%y nume of Smith decicec thet
the si»ot was right .The factors ol that decision vere:

Water, nearby in the creekjtrees in abunaance with which to

buliu & cuabiny; game in thie wouus; and grass for horcse or okMens
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their coverea wagon a home till & cabin coula be built., Cox
and his family had come from Indiana anc¢ founa the spot in June
of 1836, Cox is creciteu as being the rirst gettler of Mukwon-
ago, &a region successively Milwauxee, Genessee, anua Mukwonago,
but his tenure here was short, since he died in Julq 1838 &nd
is burieu in the little cemetery arounc the corner at Jericho.
Time and weather have obliterateu anv marking on his tombstone
anc since there are tfive such marble slabs , his burial plot
is not easy to find.

In early darys there was much controversy as to who was
the f'irst settler., It woulc have been interesting to be oresent
that Sept. 20?M1é56 vhen s.R. Hinkley cut his initizls on a
tree with such celerity that snirew Schorieic 1is creaited,,
with saying

"Thee 1s uick with thy «nif'e, Anira'.

Why aic Hinkley decice with such hastey on the acres in
segtivnsil, 1z, anc 143 /ater in & nearby spring. Their

trail that morning nad l1ec to the big spring still flowing on

HvlININjust south of the raiiroac track. There was timber for a
cabin, plenty oI it, anc ciearings soutii anu west providea fielcs
for many crou.s without labor for clearing the lancs,.

There is still some controversy as to the first setilerof
Jericho ena bugle, Mrs Caroliine burber rora ol wase Goneva,
doubts that Hinkley was aheac of her grondfether who took up
lana managec by John Lueck. To Sherman much credit must be
given for he has put into written recora & history oi his liq'
anc his comiig to Jericino, His recoru does not, however havz

the cay of the month when he Icuna Chas. Cox in his ¢




Wagolle oince he left Ripley, N.Y. in aug., 1836, crossed the
state of' Mich. with horse anu wagon, sgirtea the Lugte to Chicago
ana t.ok saii boat to Milwaugee, I think the assumption is clear
:  riret sineeHuddy teis=Scempat
that Hinkley was first since ehleft Milwauxee with three com-
panions on‘ﬁugg. 14, ©Suffice it to say , that Sherman could
have precedea Hinkiey. In that fall season , He ,Sherman, felled
trees for a lé%by lqé log house, cut enough hay to feed his horse
during tnhe winter, anc sturteu baek toe N.Y. by Nov, first.

There wes « friencly rivilry between Hinkley &and Sherman
anu in their later cays, Hingley alw.ys wantec to outlive Cherman.
Hinkley liveu 97years from 1810 to 1907; Sherman lived 1GC0 years
lacking on: month from 1809 to 1209.

I suspect that agein water plaved an imvortant part in
Shermun's cecision to choose see, =4 or he might have haed an eye
to beauty, for ,even touay, there is no more beautiful set-
ting for & home than that John Luecx «nu his feamily enjoy &899 .

The Parsons femily playveu an importent part in the history
ot Jericiho, Jonuthen came with Wm. shermen in th- fell of 1836.
In 1887 young Jeremish came enu built the hotel still in good
concition on the southwest corner of Jericho. I am sure all of
us woulc have liseu to mect & person lige young Jerry. Twenty
two yeurs of age, impetuous, & person witn almost plunger ten-
aecrnicies, he saw OR teams ploacing «iong with their heavy loadso
of leacd in their journey from Minera. Point to bkiiwauxkee., In this
traffi%Jerry Savi akn@ation, & service to these wewry drivers.

He woula buila 2 hotel, Unmarriecd, who w..ulc hel. him keep ho-

tel? His parents may have been wit:i him some or the time,but



they later went to ancther faerm. He, therefore,, hau « motley
cre. of people about him which people always cdisignated as "Jer-
ry anua Co", From this circumstance Jericho got its name, a per-—
ticularly apt name 1n that cay when the Bible was the univer-
sal source of culture, The name became more applicable when
Jonathan Persons,I,ancd alexander Winnie built stone wails around
Jeremiah's south sice anc ¥m. therman's north boundary. Built

in 1850 , they stova alwmost intact for a century.

The year 1843 brought romance to Jerry in the coming of
the Mutthias Bovee family and especially in the coming of the
daughter HZ¥¥za#betk FEmily. Lige their romance , their marriage
was « short one, Emiiy dying in July ,1845. Ehe haa given birth
to one son , Hector, who hac aleu at the age of sixmonths and
to a ceughter at the time of her death..

Fortune was not xine to tnis young men, not only hac hé lost
his wire and one chila, but his hotei had not paid off as he had
thought, Other men haa put up taverns taxing nis trade. Aaam
E. Ray had put up Ray's Tavern at Ray's Corners( Little Prairie)
in 18483; ©Severance hac erected another in the intersection of
what is now Hy.NNana 67 in 1B4Z2and Howe still another a stone's
throw east or Severance. Ray's hostei haan't cut in so much
for it was a day's travel away for a slow ox team with a heavy
loadj;but Severance ana Howe took much trade away.

Leua mining at best was a spasmoaic occupation. The Cor-
nish miners in south-west Wisconsin had had almost £0 years to
develop the mines poorly worked by the Inaians and southern
"hites who had come in from Tenn. and Ky.. Then , too, routes
of transportation were easily changea by 1845 and at*date werre

again. resuming their old routes down the Miss River.So when the



Ppate

Gola Rush came on Jerry left Wis., never to returne.

Another. son of the Parson's family figured in the history
of Jericho anc¢ Lagle, Samos was the first of the Parsonses to
come to Vis . anu for a short while lived at the corner of what
is now Wisconsin Ave. and Thireé St. in %i;wexukee . The tales of
Wm,. Sherman anc Jonathan Parsons soon lurea Samos to Jericho.
Like muny of the eariy settiers, he becuame a land speculator.
abhstracts o1 title show his many purchases.. His is the first
name 1in the abstract of my home. John Tyler graénts to Samos
Barsons in the year of 18869. H.s name aiso appears in the
Frunk Brieuenbach Title, o©amos transfers land to’fhos Pttman
He &«lso purchaseu a one acre plotfrom the land his brother Jer-
ry haa purchasea . But Jericho coulan't hola Scamos. A fanning

(!’ mill company ( Newell anc Clement Dustin was sterting up ( L
thnink in Whitewater ) anc bumos became interested in this. 4
fanning mill was & Big invention in those early aays, The
actual date of Samos's leaving Jericho , I. do not have, but the
Crimean wuar of 185<Z gave such an impetus to wheat raising that

Wisconsin clearings became as profituble as €8lifornia gold =
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mines ana gave & profit & lct mor certain,#ﬂ"—.’a‘""[ %&JW
Jonathan Parosns was another member of the Parsons family
whose personality is worth noting. What was he like! In the
first place , he was a stucent, Vhen Wm. Sherman closea in the
vassage-way between his two log cabins, he used it for the first
schocl room ana assigned Jonaa?;? to be the teacher .Aga}n
<

When Sherman gave Jerry Parsonshto builc the schoolroom on the
/
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secon¢ rise west of the creex, Jonathuir was the school teacher..
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an. 0il portrait in the Methodist church athpictures Jonathan
as & smart , energetic , up-to-date young man, just the gallant
swain to catch the fancy of fastidious Jane Cross of South-port
(Kenosha), Theirs was The first weduing in the Jericho settle-
ment,.. Jonathanfg scholarly reputation msce him candidate for the
Territorial Legislature in 1842. In 1359 he built the house
now ownea oy Mr. lonaiu Plerson , the pluan of which featured a
gooa sized library wIn luter years he gave attention to the
Metnocist church at gagle and contributed generously to its
organization. TDying in June 1876 he lert & feeling of deep re-
gret in the heurts of his many frienas anaé neighbors.

Some seven or eight vears ago , the pastor of the Eagle
'church,Rev. Alvin Briggs hac a very pleasant experience in the
visit of & stranger , a relative , however,oof Jonuathan Parsons
who presented him with the oil portrait mentioned previously..

The 1840t's saw much activity about Hericho Corners., Always
in new countries, speculation is made as to the knot of houses
that will become the metropolis. If one examines abstracts of
titles , he will see that manyv people bodught home sites in the
hamlet..

On the northeast corner of Eand 99 was one such plot.

Here an eastern wholesule house haa established & general store.
Thangs to John Skidmoredr, we have accurate account of the com-
ing of Isaish Skidmore, grandfather of John Jr Isaish Skidmore
was « merchant in Staffordshire , Englund. He had heard of the
Owenites at Spring Laxe anc hea corresvonaed with them intend-
ing to cast his lot with them when he came to Milwaukee in 1844,

Journe;’ing from that city , he beguan inquiring about the success
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of their communistic venture.. The report was such that Skidmore
passed them by. When he learn=d that the store at Jericho was
in default, he made investigation of it , the country around,
and the gooas left by the absconuing Spooner with the result
that the eustern wholesule compemy jumped at the buyerand Skid-
more Jjumpeu at the bergain, Skidmore kept tne store and the p
postoffice , being the only post-master Jerichoever haa., To-
day, postmarks oi that Jericnho office woula certainly be worth
& king's ransome if any coulc be found.

The 1880 history of Waukeshua County states that Jerich had two
stores , one Kept by Spooner and one kept by Skidmore., I think
John Skidmore's accuunt proves that therawas only one .

Vhether Skiamore had any information auvout the coming of
the rciiroaa 1?;___,t or. any inkling of its location , in 1848
he purchasea the precent Henry Oetgen farm ane built the house
nov stanaing in 1850.

The coming of the raiirowc to sagle put an end to any hope
forlarger towns at'ga&leville , Pulestine , «na Jericno, Pales-
tinehsa a store, a blacxksmith snop, anc tavern., Eagleville ha d
@ Store anc post-ofrice. asnarew Schofiela owneu the mill at 2
Lugleville , kxept the stor{;nc wasS the postmaster there,

The coming of the railroau to Eagle, however, cia not do
awey immeciately witn aar incustry 1in Jericho. im. lilton ,
wno then was the ovner of the north -west corn:iy of Jericho
solc Wm, Harris a plot for & blacksmith shop in 1863 a&ng in 1875
a. plot north o1 the Harris smithy to Daniel Griffin for & -agon

shop, VWm . Wilton also meintained a eheese foctory on the site
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of Kenneth Mealy's house. This factory did not close down till
the early years of the 190 0% ,probably 1914..

As. I work on the subject or the History of Kagle, more and

. more I aeplore the lack of recordsana the diintereaness of people

in the matter of keeping recorué, VVhen working up the history
of Ward school for the centenary in 1949 , the recorcs of the
old school schooi which preceded the 1349 builading were no where
to be touna .. Keference to them was made in the cirection

"The minutes o1 the olu school shpulu be bouna tegether and
laiu asice”,

Some one huaa laid them%:ide forever, probably in « gooc cook

or y
st.ove, Ewven tne dute oi the first meetingnioula not be ascer-
teineaw . A few davs ago I wisheu to consult the records of
early days of Eagle township. Only taxreceipts to be founc; min-
utes of town woings not starting till 1956,

As my closing thought to yvou ,I wish to urge you to keep
recorcs of the importent things in your life., Wm, Sherman's rec-
ord of his Kife anu that part or it in Jericno , JohnSkidmore's
account of his granofater's coming t.» Jewicho are priceless,
ana give a picture of fhat former time that otnerwise would have
been lost,Except for romance , 4gooa slogan for everybody is

PUT IT INK.




