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Records, Risibilities, a.na Ruminations concerning 

Hamletof Jericho anti the Villaee of Eagle 

by 

Alice Baker. 

Somewhen? among the fc...iry tales is the story of a magic 

r.ing •. The possessor of this fabulous ring could put it on her

t.able at nigh1, and thr�re .-by b.e able to go vihere'er she wished.

I b.ra assuming the possession of that ring and testing its pow

e.r.s by aSAing it t.__; tc,ree me, and you also , not only arounc 

Jericho anc.. Eagle, but c,ls,) sti:mla.ting tr1e ti, e at which I and 

.you woulo li�e to be there� 

Magic Ring, I shoulo lik 1: to be in hnc. d,ounc Jericho' in 
atvJH 

� 1800'\. Vi11o.t woulci this countr.y be ,like? Since there� is 

no writ.ten record coneerning much of this ret:ion , Imctgin& tion 

a.nu. &nology must be called int.a use, a most Cianger,'us prac-

tice when writing histo17. nut 01 this resource I a.rn sure that

most of you past the 50 yeur age can supplement with many oth

ers the inciQent.s which I hhve listed ..

This r.f::gi<:m \.ic;.S a. woodsy plc:...ce, wooas more ext8nsi ve than 

now a.nu timber much larger than that which now exists. rn the 

1880 1 s ,  west of Bet�s Roa.a there w�s a st�nd of timber so 

thick th&t the ;-1onu which flc:...n:0:eu it could scLircely be se1�n. 

From whc.t is now HyNN to Hy .20 lec..<.iing to Troy Center, thP.rP 

_ was a regi m of timber bron:en ibnly by the fC.J.r1·1 homes of ltls!l Solt 

Francis Bal�er, Jona than Bet ts, and John Chapmc.n Sr, gr,,ncfa th

er 01· Haro:i.c Chaiimb.n ana Hrchie of present day Eagle. 
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But the drouths of l886-89thinneo that band of trees and to
day .t1-.lvin Nelson c.ul.tivates the la.nd flanking "Sherman's
Pond'' as- my generation calls it as do the land ovmers south
to the John Chapman plac.e, now a Girl's Ca.mp •.

Another instance of this e.�p,--..ns1� of wood , now non-e-x
ista.nt, wa.s founu at the former John Buell place on Hy. 67.
(d.p to 1920one of the best 8xhibits of dense primeval woods
could he found north of his r'-"rnbling house. Basswood trees,
a. yard in diar.ieter , o�-�s of si;ni.lar gi rtJ1, unbranched for

_ nut tre8. this stu�� WLS e�sily & y�rd in ui��e�er, hollow and
from the _y.,.-_si·:>' !"'-4-i.ll lin rj_rn s}l'.)Ots ten to 15 ft hig�vF?r0
growing. I knm-; of no othfl' eviL:ence of the common chP:=:tnut
in this 1-eGi on. Do you?.

sources of wl, ter. These tr oils which hel_;;ee,;_ the Inc:ion to
the same source , and in so:,1e ir:s Lances we, .. �: th�: bE..si s of high-

n,ccoons, sKunks, w ooc.chuc.ks, min.n:s, wee,J,sels, mc:,rtL-;.s, bear,
wolves, a.rl':.1 ever ci fe,.' lynxe.s a� tney c�uencho-=:c, thej r thir ft & t
Hinkley's spring, or Wm. Sherm�n's stre�m or springs, streams
at Eagleville�r the pond • There,; -.·,as no lc;.:rce &t E1::gleville till
]Jr. Lanj r:•l Bii,:elm\-put in the mill earn in l,1ec. or e,_,_rl:,r Jan .. of
1836-7 ., ,

I� w0uiL h�ve been� Jleastire to meet the friea�ly Potta-
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wotomies,t.o see their villa.ges, one of which was l&rge, dovm 

neur the brioge on Hy.83. Both: Jericho ana Eagle figured. as 

their hunting grounc.ts. ProCJf of this fact is found in the :fact 

that most of you present today have Indian arrowheads picked 

up on your f;.;.rm pro 1 Jerty.. Ih the 1880' s , my father whose farm 

was in section 3� of Eugle found many arrow h8ads, some large, 

of heavy flint for deer o.no bear. Some sm&ller for birds and 

other smt..11 a.niruo.lf.. I SUS:t)ECt the arruvv heads you founcl 

wel'e the wea .. _,ons tho.t missec their I!lEr.i,;:s, for the Indian w.::mld 

ha.ve savec the ones that brought down the ueer ,-:ir beE.r.. Many 

of' rou hP1·e t()da:,- m&.y huve collections of these samr-: artifacts. 

Vicbriously , I should, a.nd no doubt all of you would,have
.... 

liked J:>rospecting this region." There vras c:i -cime when trapp8rs 

v:erA the one ty)e of whites who haa knor.·ledge of this re6ion. 

The many marshes in Tila.glf:'. unu Mukwonago mace iuf?ul homes for 

m::.-.re, m,,rti11, &.. fe,;· bectver, b.nu many mu.sk-rn.ts, hence a rich 

r.e6i,,n for m�n who knew how t0 tru.p. Many of the firs�t-

tlei·s dia prospecting. F .. R .. Hinkley, his br:;ther Henry, Andrew 

Schofielct prospected this region a full month bef.Jr,:=; s8tt.iing 

on their propert.ies. T.�lm. V.'e�,t, , Thos Sugden, ans Jos8ph 

Smc,rt lookeu arounu before choosing th13 ir cl1::;.ims •. 

I shoulc� like to have been wi t.h the Chas ,.Cox fami:i_y when 

they selt-:"cteu a site on t11e proi-1erty now owneu by Mr. Acker, 

thf: north west 

his 1,ife , i:inu 

corner of intersection of Hys E ctnd 99. Cox, 

twc a<io,,teL. chilcirmiby Dume of �rni th decic�ec th,,.t -
\ 

the spot was 1right . The factors of that decision y:ere: 

Water, neo.rby in tlle i..!reek; trees in u bunci&nce with which to 

bu.ilu a. Chbin; garw in trit: ·,;0'-)i.,s; o.nc1 p'aSS for ho:c::e or orien; 
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their. coverea wagon o. home till a ca.bin couln be built. Cox 
ana his family hao come from Inuia.na a.nc: f\mna thf.: spot in June 
of 1836. Cox is crec..:.i teu as being the first settler of Mukvmn
ago, a. r.egi,m successively MilwaUAef.i, Genessse, anu Mukwonago, 
but his tenure here was short, sine(� he Ciieu in Jul� 1838 and 
is burieu in the little cemetery arounu the corner &t Jericho rTime and web.ther have obli terate(1 a11y marldng on his tombstone 
ana since there are five such m&rble slabs, his burial plot 
is not easy to find. 

In e,irly ua/S there wc:.s mucl1 controversy as to who was 
the fii·st settler. It woul� hhve been interesting to be present 
that Sept. il/;1036 when A.R. Hinkley cut his ini'tic.ls on a 
tree with such celerity that .Anc;rew SchofiAlu is creed ten,, 
,.-i th Sc..ying 

"Thee is l.,uick with thy ..,.;:nife, Ahira 11
r 

\fuy aia Hinkley decice with s·LlCh haste� on the Heres in 
sectiunsll, l;:.;,, a.nu 141 \/a ter in c.. n�brby spring. Thr�ir 
tr.ail tho t morning r1hd leu t-.., the iJig sprine still flnwing on 
HylnJNjust south of the rc .. ilroac. track. There vfos timber for a cabin, pl,�nt;,: or i 't., anc1 c.iearint,s soutii anu v.est provideei fielc,s 
for many cro .js wi trwu t; labor for clea.rint� the lor,Qs. 

There is still some controversy as to the first s12ttlerof 
Jericho c.no Ec.cgle. Mrs Caroline h.rbr-:r }\,ru of .i.,c:.Ae G 1 .:neva, 
doubts tht,.t Hinlcley was uheac of her grc:11dfather who took Ui)

lo.nd munclgea by John Luec.k. T.o Sherm, .. n much crecii t must be 
given for he has ,Jut into 'writt�n recon.1 c:.. hist,.TJ 01· h:'..s lii' 
unu his eomLtg L1 Jericho. His rt:cor·u doi�s not, however hav} 
the aay of the rnunth >,!Jen he i'c,m<i Chao, Cox in lti s caf:/ 
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we1gon... Since he left Ri;Jley, N. Y. in Aug., 1836, crosseu the 

state of' Mich. with horsA tinu wa.gon, s1drteci the La;{e to Chicago 

a.nci t.ok sail boat to Milwa.U;{ee, I think the a.ssumption is clear
. tt� !tdf' a= ,qa ·,t0 

that. Hinkley was first since he/\lef't Milwau.reee with three com-

panions on #{ugg. 14. Suffice it to say , that Sherman could

have preceded Hinkley. In that fc1ll season , He ,Sherman, felled
·f ., 

tr·t:es for· a. lL.L�by l<:J.S. log house, cut enough ha:.- to feed his horse

during tne v-:inter., and sturteu bae.k to N. Y. by Nov. first.

The:ce vfos a friE:ncly rivi..,lry between Hinkley &nd Sherman 

a.nu in their later Cu/S, Hin.�ley o.lv;c.ys wunteo. to outlive E'hermnn. 

Hinkley liveu. 97years from 18].0 to 1907; Sherman lived 100 years 

lb.eking om: month from 1809 'lo 1809 .. 

r su��ec;t, tha.t &gain v1o.ter plc.ye<.i an im�JOrtant part in 

Shermun' s c.ec.ision to choose sec. ;A or he might. h,.ve hc:,d an eye 

to beu.Ut/, for ,even touc.y, thf�re is no more be<.l.utiful set-

ting for u hom8 than th�. t John Luecn: b.l1l1 his family enjoy � r 

TI1e Pa.rsons family playeQ an import�nt part in the history 

of Jericho,. Jon1::,tl1u1 Clime \fi th \fm. 8H;;rmcm in t.li-� fc.11. of 1836 .. 

In 1837 yuuni Jeremiah cwne b.nc..i built the hotel still in good 

coned tion on the southvvest corner of Jericho. I am sure all or 

us woulu have li�eu to me�t a. person li�e young Jerryr Twenty 

two yec.i.rs of /:l.ge, imi-)etuous, & per.son witn &lmost plunger ten

a1il1cies, he SbW ox teams ploaoing �long with their heavy loads� 

of lead in their journey from Miner-,,..1. Point t0 1ili.i.wuukee. In this 

traffi1Jerry sa.w ,,r:)Cation, a servic(:: to these wei.,..ry a:ri vers .-

He woulc1 builu a hotel. UilIT!crriea, who v.r.,ulc. hel ,..: him keep ho-

tel? His parf�nts may have bei::n wi r�1 him s )nJe of the time, but 

I 
II 
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they later went to anuther form. He, th8r.:-;fore 1 , ha.u b. motley 

c.re. of ;)eople about him which people always ciisigm.tted as "Jer

ry uno. Co 11 •. From t:r1-� s cir�umsta.uce Jericho got its nnme, a 1)er

ticuL-;.rly a.pt name in that day when the Bible was the univer

Shl source of culture.. The name became more applicable when 

Jonathan ?ers:ons, I, and Alexander \'Finnie built stone vn.11s around 

Jeremiah's south siC1e anC1 Fm. t:herman t ·s north boundary. Built 

in 185.0 , they stouci hlmost intact for a c.entury. 

The year 1843 brought romance to Jerry in the corning of 

the Mc-,tthias Bovee fhrnily unci es�)eciully in the coming of the 

daughter Sri�b�th Emily .. Lin:e their romance , their marriage 

Yva.s c� short one, Emily dying in July , 1845. She huo. given birth 

to one son , Hect.or, whu hhc clieu & t tlw age of sixmonths and 

t.o a Qc.;.Ughter at the time of her death •. 

Fortune was not Kind to tnis young man, not only hac he lost 

his wife and. one chila, but h -i C: �- hotel had n:it paid off c.S he hud 

thought. Other mE.:n had put up taverns taking his trc,de.. Adam 

R. Ray hb.a. _t->Ut up Ray's Tav8rn at R&y's CornfJrs( Little Pra.irie)

in l..808; Sever.ance ha.ci erected another in the intersection of' 

what is now Hy .NNa.nCi 67, in l842and Howe still another a stone's 

throw east of Severance .. Ray's hoste:i haan't cut in so much 

ror it was a. day's travel ctWay for a slow ox tea.m with a heavy 

load;but Severance and Howe took much trade away. 

Leua mining at best wa.s c.. spasmoaic occupation. The Cor

nish miners in south-west Wisconsin had had almost 20 years to 

d(�velop the mines poorly worked hy the Inoians and southern 

v:hi tes who had come in from T.enn. and Ky •... Then , too, routes 
�-

of transi1o·ct&tion Vlere easily chhngea by 1845 and at
,-

cia te v1e.,,re 

again. resuming their old r,rntes down the Miss River. So when the 
/ 
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Golci Rush C1:t.me on Jer1:y left Wis. never to return .. 

Another. son of the Parson's family figured in the history 

of Jericho anu Ec..gle. S::..mos Wc.s the first of the Pci.r�,mses to 

come to His. anu for a short while lived at the corner of what 

is now Wisconsin J-.ve. a.na Third St. in li.J.Wt..Ukee . The tales of 

Wm .. Sh 1:-:rman a.nc. Jonathhn P.arsons soon lurea Samos to Jericho. 

Li.Ke mc...ny of t_he ea.rj_y settiers, he beeame a land specul1::.tor r 

.rthstracts 01' title show his many purch,1ses •. His is the first 

nci.me in the abstrb..ct of my home. John Tyler grants to Samos 

iarsons in the ye&r of 1839� H�s name also o.Jpears in the 

Frank Brieuenbach Title.. bhmos transfers land to fhos Pttman 

He &lso pur.ch&seu a one acre plotfrom the land his brother Jer

ry haei purclfoseu • But Jericho coulan' t hola Ba.mos. A fanning 

mill company ( Nm1ell. ana Clement Dustin was stc..rting up ( I. 

thin� in \fuitewater) o.na bamos bec&me interes�ed in this. h 

fn.nning mill was o.. Big invention in those early ahys .. The 

ac:tual date of Samos's leaving Jericho , I, do not have, but the 

Crimec.n vu:r of 1852 gave such an impetus to whee1.t rhising that 

Wi.scon.sin clearings beccirne as 

mines hna gave a. profit e1. lot 

profit�ble as eru.iforni& gold
� 

mor certain .. #����-
Jonathan Pa.rosns wus c..nother member of the Parsons fhmily 

whose person&lity is worth noting. \fubt was he like! In the 

first pl .. ,ce , he was a stuGent. When r:m. Sh8rm,.n closer, in the 

t--1assage-way between his two log eabins, he useo. it for the first 

scho,Jl room ano assigned Jom.1. th,sD to be the te1:.cher . Again 
-� � 

\fuen Shermhn fo�ve Jerry Pe1.rsons�to builu th8 schoolroom on the 
,, 

seconc; rise west of the cree.1C, Jon,,thcdi was the school t8acher .. 
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ft,,11µ 
fill oil por.trcd t in the Methoctist church at

,-.
pictures Jonathan

as a smart , energetic , up-to-date young man, just the gallant 

swain to catch the fhncy of fastidious Jane Cross of South-port 

(Kenosha) .. T.l:leirs was 'fhe first weduing in the Jericho settle

ment., Jonathantc s,cholarly reputation mace him candidate for the 

T..erritorial Legislature in 1842. In 1859 he built the house 

now ovmea hy Mr .. Donaia Pierson , the _t>lun of which fer. tured a 

goou sized library �In luter ye&rs he gave attention to the 

Methoaist church at jagle and contributed vmerously to its 

organization. Dying in Ju.ne 1876,he. left a feeling of deep re

gret in the heurts of his mhny frienas a.no� neighbors. 

s�me seven or eight years ago , the �astor of the Eagle 

church1Eev. Alvin Briggs1ha.a a very plec1sant experience in the

visit of a stranger, a relative, however,oof Jon1:.tthc.i.n Parsons 

who �resented him with the oil por�rdit mentioned Jreviously� 

The 1840's saw much·activity about Hericho Corners. Always 

in new countries, speculation is made as to the Knot of houses 

thctt will become the metropolis. If one e.xamines abstracts of 

titles, he will see that mci.ny people bcb.u.ght home sites in the 

hamle-t. 

On the northeast corner of Eand 99 was one such plot .. 

Here o.n eastern wholesc.<le h0use haa esto.blisheci & geni::;rG.l store r

ThurL...;:s ta John SKiamoreJr .. we have accure1te account of the com-

ing of Isaiah SKidmore, grundfa ther of John Jr .. rsc.i&h Skidmore 

wash merchant in st�ffordshire, Englbnd. He had heard of the 

·owenites ht Spring La..Ke ano hc:,Cl corresponueu with the□ intend

ing to Chst his lot with th8m when he came to Milwaukee in l844.

Journe�ing from thht city, he beg�n in�uiring &bout the success
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of their cumrnunistic venture.. The report was such that Skidmore
passed them by., When he learw::d thh t the store at Jericho was
in defa.ul t, he made. investigation of 1 t , the country around,
anu the gooas left by the ubsconci.ing Spooner with the result
that the ehstern wholesc..le compul!ly jumµed at the buyerand Skid
more j_umpea ht the bc.-rgcdn. Skidmore kept tne stor•J and the p
,Jostoffice, , being the only post-master Jerichoever haci.. To
day, postmarKs of thht Jericno office woula cert&inly be worth
a .king's n,.nsor;1e if any coulu be found.
'Ihe 1880 history of Waukeshh County states thc:.t Jerich beta two
stores, one keJt by Spooner anu one kept by Skidmore� I think

e John Skidmore' s &CC1.mnt })roves that ther h'as only one •.
\fuether Skidmore had any information a0out the coming of

the rc.:.ilroaa � or. a.ny inkling of its locc:ition , in 1848
he purch0.sea the ,Jrfo>:oent Henry Oetgen farm and built the llouse
nO\.- st&naing in 1850 ..

The c:oming of tlH1 n,ilro,H:. to Bugle put o.n enu to any hope
for larger towns at �a.t::,leville , Pi..clestine , c.rn.� Jericho .. Pales
tinehaa a store, u blac.Ksmi th sr1op, a11Ci tavern. Eagleville ha d
a store ano. pos t,.,..of'fice. .tillcrew Schofielci owneu the mill at 11!
E0.gl8ville , Kept th� storf+,.nc v1ci.s the postmctster- there.

'Ihe coming 01' the rciilroau to Eagle, howev8r, ciio not do
o.Vlb.Y imm�aia.tely w.itr1 a.J..J_ irniLAstry in Jericho. \!m. 1.1ilton ,
who then wc1s the o,rnr;r of the; north -Hest c-0rnt::i• of Jericho
solu \:m. Harris a plot for & blacksmith shop in 1868 ana in 1875
a plot north or' the Ha.rris smithy to Dhniel Griffin Lw a •. ·agon
sho:). Wm . \:ilton also m,;intaineli a. ehee.se fuctory on the site



of Kenneth M.ealy' s house. This factory did not close dorm till 
the early years of the 1900' s , pro ba. bly 191.4 .. 

As I work on the subject of the Histqry of Eagle, mor8 and 
more I. deplor8 the lacK of recordsuna the diinteredness of people 
in the matter of k1:;e_ping recorc....s.. When worreing up the history 
of War.d school for the centenary in 1949, the records of the 
old school school which preceded the 1849 building were no where 
to be foum1 •. Heference to them was ma.de in the airection 

"The minutes of the oll, school shpulc.i be bound together and 
laio asioe". 
SDme one hc .. c.. li:...iu theml ... sia:e forever, probably iI), e1 go:Jc cook 

l trr��., st; .. ve. Even ti1e dc,te of the first meeting"could not b8 c.',scer-
tr:..ineci • A few days b.go I wi sheu to consult the records of 
early days of Eagle township. Only taxreceipts to be founc; min
utes of town doings not starting till 1956. 

As my closing thought to you ,I wish to urge you to keep 
r.ecorc.s of the imi)ortc..nt things in your life. \I'm. Shermctn' s rec
ord of his life anu thct t part 01· it in Jericho , JohnSkidr.iore' s
ac.cDunt of his grhnufc.. ter' s coming t,:, .Je_..icho o.re priceless,
ana give a picture of -yi1at former time that otr1erv-.-ise wuulci. have
been lost.Ex.c:(:1.Jt for romc,nce , 1gooa slogan for ev1=rybody is
PUT I:'.L_IHK.


