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This Wern Farms staff 
picture was taken in 
1947. Dave Williams, 
a descendent of the 
farms' founding family, 
is pictured in it.le last 
row, third frorn· the left. 
Today, he lives down 
the road from where 
the original dairy 
operation was located. 

At one time, Wern Farms was the third largest dairy 
in the United States. The farm was located on 

2,000 acres of property in the town of Genesee. 
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. r Lifestyle West • February 2003 W:ern Farms in the town of Genesee earned the proud title as the third
largest _d�iry in th� United Stat�s during its heydey in the mid 1900s.
The Wtlhams Family ran the dairy farm from the 1920s to 1970, when 

they sold the dairy business to Borden. 

During the peak of its production years, Wern Farms pasteurized and homogenized 
milk collected from 28 farms in the area producing milk, cottage cheese and cream 
which they delivered to homes via 47 delivery tmcks. 

Today, Wern Valley, a hunting and shooting club run by Steve and Patty Williams, is· 
located on a portion of the property. 

The nan1e Wern Farms comes from the Welsh word "wern" which refers to a marsh 
or fertile valley surrounded by hills. 

Photos courtesy of the Williams 

family and Waukesha Freeman 

Elmer, an employee of Wern Farms, loaded 
milk cans onto a conveyor belt that ran into 
the bottling house where the cans were emptied 
and cleaned. The picture was taken in 1948. 
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