
The sisters' brother, John 
Earl Baker, had an equally in­
teresting and distinguishing cai 
reer, that in addition to his uni-

. fication of the communications 
included direction of vast famine 
relief operations that surpassed 
those well-known efforts'of Her_. 
bert Hoover, made in Europe 
after World War I.' 

It was in 1920 that the Chi- • 
nese government loaned Baker to 
the American Red Cross operat­
ing in that nation as a drought hit 
the country bringing famine. The 
relief effort was aimed. at em­
ploying 161,000 farmers suffer- . 
ing from hunger towork on public 
improvement projects in return 
for food� With the dependents of 
these thousands of farmers, an 
estimated 900,000 persons re­
ceived food in the Honan province 
famine, which affected some 2-
million persons. 

The public improvement proj­
ects were the building of 850 
mile5 of roads to reach the famine 
struck farmers in the interior 
and hundreds of additional miles 
of road were planned at the same 
time. The 1920 famine had been 
caused· more ·by lack of trans­
portation facilities and routes. 
The J. E. Baker bridge is lo­
cated on the road between Sian 
and King Yang as a memorial to 
his efforts. 

Baker left as advisor to the 
mini�try of communicatlons, tne • 

number two position for an 
American in China after constant 
warfare disrupted the 4,000 miles 
of railroads under his virtual 
control. Concessions on the 
railroads were in the hands of 
the Japanese, Germans, Rus­
sians, French and British for 
their fin·ancial backing, which 
also caused political problems 
for him to some degree. 

It was only two years later 
that another famine, worse than 
the one before occurred in China, 
and at the urging of many na-
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Jo�'.-Earl 'Baker. 



tions, Baker returned to find literally millions dying of hunger and cholera. Some 12 million Chinese died in the famine, but ':>ther millions owed their lives to Baker who used rail and wa­terways along with trails he built to get food to the starving. He ._ had to contend with roving Chi-· nese bandits and had to com- . mandeer boats and trains in order to move food supplies. ..,, , .. In 1931, the . Yangtze river. flooded bringing devastation and. the need for relief efforts again. •· To control the Yangtze in tlie'¥ future, he directed the erection�i: of 2,000 miles of dikes. He 'i" directed another famine relief : operation in 1934, caused by a � drought and inadequate stores; of reserve food. It was in 1936 that Baker · decided to return to the U. S. • after 20 years of fighting pesti­lence, famine, war, escaping-·· from train wrecks, fl09(ls_ and,, cholera. He was given an·hon-·-' orary degree from the Univer­sity of Wisconsin that year. Three years later, however,_ he was drawn back to combat the • -twin problems of the Yellow riv.-er ·nood and the Sino-Japanese rift that left 20 million Chinesepersons facing famine and made homeless by the Japanese in­vasion. He became known as"·;, the "Samaritan of Shanghai" as -�, the war struggle eventually af-fected some 160 million per_� f s_ons, for whom he attempted to . • fmd food, shelter ·and medicine. • By this time Baker was direc- I tor of International Red Cross : J . . activities and chief executive of ;d the China �te�national FamineJ'j Relief commission. . . _. ·,•-;i
;, 

.� .. _. A eouplf! of years later. at-t:11�.:.1 age. of 58'"'he ·oecame ms·, ctor"i'' 
• ••· '• . ••• • V • •<• • pe,_. • *i"ll>'• general ·of_ the. Burma :road andzi, worked· to make it'ani �fficien(f supply i�u� Jcir¢hiria,·cuttmg.��-/ tape and haltiiig_the profite·ering"i: -· and-riatt :&_;Chinese 
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iif-·�JA��A5.l\e w.:as:tr:ansrerred to· 1 J.th§;j,{nj��q �tJ�S�;f�ba�iJ;_t13Hnt;; _aq_<t-:--:1:� 1�t;ef!p��i on��--,,�-• y,ro��lilg�iri-,y��· Three yeai;s:_ later he was �pointed.by,Pres1-. de�!-;J:t�lll� �-�Qiet!YiB,��t!•{· • can members.lo·;the>:Jofut com-.' missio_n·,01r ru'taJ\��c'.onstru�tioiif�a China:-' co.unlerpartlo sthe :Mar�f;shall plan for .Europe; however,�his office staff�. inc;.luding '. hiiµ.:. •·self; Jieie_ ju��Jfet -�e�(of .��\ . Communist arm1es.movmg fr9m·.Nanking toChungking, toCherigtu;t, to Canton and finally :toTaipeh on:; the island of Formosa." - ., --· ••• ,, • • It was on the� islandhavetl'tiiat;,he ,. invested \bis:-,;,kn�Je(lgei�'of t
�jllinf:and_.helped .Jntroduce a ��i�::4�stroy�g'chemical _to . • :av..�;,,,tl,l�_}-:ic.,_,crop;J>lanting ,_an-_ Page 5 
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> ther ,crop to grow· side by side:.:with ·cotton in between the latter's'rows;"and a 'land reform program lbat: if tried 50 years before in mainland China, -· might • have 'Kverted the ·communist takeover. ... ,1-Al _ long last he returned to America in 1953, the holder of 
and went to the west coast. It was from there that he came to the University of Michigan. • a doctor of laws degree from theUniversity of w isconsin, and died se:veral·years later in 1957 at the .tge _of .�6. _· 

Interestingly, Mr. Baker had never attended high school, but went directly from grade school to college in 1895 and received his degree in 1902. Two of those years he was out of college, ,-His going tc>China was really teaching school after receiving ::iot J)lanned, ,having occurred by .his two-year certificate. He ,.::!'iance'while'°'teaching at the Uni- later attended the University of r1ersity__ , of., Michigan;.·. He. met Wisconsin and received another i_al_lpth���,_professor :on· the staff, degree in 1906, which included ,\vlio•:,}i� been ·uLChina earlier, making Phi Beta Kappa honors. :out had· declined to return and '· Careers in nursing, teaching Mr. Baker was recommended in • and engineering have led to in­
bis ,pla.ce.,c He left -the u. s. in teresting life stories of mem­,lS 15;t:.and1,:promptly;�came: 'down bers of the Frank Baker family withftypiio1d shortly 'arter- arrfo- _ and to countries that are always mf inOPeking''with his wile and in the news. l'io dauglitersftA 'son· was born -.whµeithefr_wei:e uvingin chili� 
fi��:,����,i�ttcr�s�f ���.·, ,i'��i'i.t�l!!l"Yf �'.w.�tti� the , e ,._qua,r!E!�]k>He wrote , • ual -re_port to bankers " ,; '"�'ations;tllif furnished . Y}t_,, .,.,. ,. _ ... - ,,JPJ¾k!M,;�ailfoad and-yeJ,e:�t , ldri,cp�trol_of the en-:-
111:!,;J,J'J!�

tin
�;����g�

ab
' in

l
�C!h

t 
ar

in

ge l:it;:,accoun . g"'1fl� .• �was. e Q -
��4!ii�,

1
{g,lli,er;if�Ifii*�Y ;:srs.�ms · • department.'-i .. �.efidrt'!:·fitd11na ro , 1eld"was 'ctue to 

a� 'rl:>und�e'huui<acquired �ii· or king !)or· the federal �v�rri�ip�l)t� �;��,hingt�µ short­!)y '.:_after �bis __ marriage in 1908.

:�!�!:�i::11::tf;j by. the Southern Pacific railroad L -- ., -


