The sisters’ brother, John
Earl Baker, had an equally in-
teresting and distinguishing ca-
reer, that in addition to his uni-
fication of the communications
included direction of vast famine
relief operations that surpassed
those well-known efforts of Her-
bert Hoover, made in Europe
after World War I, .

It was in 1920 that the Chi-
nese government loaned Baker to
the American Red Cross operat-
ing in that nation as a droughthit
the country bringingfamine. The
relief effort was aimed. at em-

ploying 161,000 farmers suffer-

ing from hunger towork on public
improvement projects in return
for food. With the dependents of
these thousands of farmers, an
estimated 900,000 persons re-
ceived food in the Honan province
famine, which affected some 2-
million persons.

The public improvement proj-
ects were the building of 850
miles of roads to reach the famine
struck farmers in the interior
and hundreds of additional miles
of road were planned at the same
time. The 1920 famine had been
caused more by lack of trans-
portation facilities and routes,
The J. E. Baker bridge is lo-
cated on the road between Sian
and King Yang as a memorial to
his efforts.

Baker left as advisor to the

ministry of communications, the -

number two position for an
American in China after constant
warfare disrupted the 4,000 miles
of railroads under his virtual
control, Concessions on the
railroads were in the hands of
the Japanese, Germans, Rus-
sians, French and British for
their financial backing, which
also caused political problems
for him to some degree,

It was only two years later
that another famine, worse than
the one before occurred in China,
and at the urging of many na-
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tions, Baker returned to find
literally millions dying of hunger
and cholera, Some 12 million
Chinese died in the famine, but
other millions owed their lives
to Baker who used rail and wa-
terways along with trails he built
to get food to the starving., He .
had to contend with roving Chi-
nese bandits and had to com--
mandeer boats and trains in order
to move food supplies. .

In 1931, the Yangtze river
flooded brmgmg devastation and
the need for relief efforts again.

To control the Yangtze in the™

future, he directed the erection
of 2,000 miles of dikes. He'

directed another famine relief
operation in 1934, caused by a
drought and inadequate stores
of reserve food.

It was in 1936 that Baker -
decided to return to the U. S.
after 20 years of fighting pesti-
lence, famine, war, escaping

from train wrecks, floods and-.

cholera. He was given an hon-
orary degree from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin that year,
Three years later, however,
he was drawn back to combat the
twin problems of the Yellow riv-
er flood and the Sino-Japanese
rift that left 20 million Chinese
persons facing famine and made
homeless by the Japanese in-
vasion. He became known as
the ‘‘Samaritan of Shanghai’ as
the war struggle eventually af-

fected some 160 million per-

sons, for whom he attempted to
find food, shelter ‘and medicine.

By this time Baker was direc~ |

the China International Famine
Relief commission, '
. A couple of years later at the

* age of 58, he became mspector%
i general of the, Burma road and

MNP, "y st s

the regwn..n

worked “to make it “an efﬁclent

supply route fo China, cutting red?:

tape and halting the proﬁteermg
and -graft ¢ of Chmese oﬁ‘lbid.]s in.

. tor of International Red Cross |
: activities and chief executive of.

%
|
3

“:In:1945 he was transferred to )
jhaﬁﬁtedmnmsmahﬂmhq;

“working' in Chma. “Three years
later he was appointed by, Presi-
dent Truman as one of twoAmeri-

"mission on ‘rural reconstrueuon v
a China’ counterpart to the Mar-y
shall plan for Europe, however
his office staff, including h1m-
self, were ]ust afew steps of the
Communist armies moving from
Nanking to Chungking, toChengtu,:
to Canton and finally toTaipehon;

yrersity of Michigan, ..
;_another professor “on- the staff,

the island of Formosd,

It was on the islandhaven that;
he .. invested -his: knowledge: of !

farming and helped introduce a

*farasite destroying ‘chemical to

save the rice crop; planting an-

“3ther crop to grow side by side

with cotton inbetween the latter’s
rows and a land reform program
fhat if tried 50 years before in
mamla.nd China, might - have
averted the Commumst takeover.
., At long last he returned to
America in 1953, the holder of

‘adoctor of laws degree from the

University of Wisconsin, and died
3everal years later in 1957 at the
rge of 76,

" His going to China was really
aot planned, having occurred by
zhance while teaching at the Uni-
He met

“7ho*had been in China earlier,
sut had declined to return and
Mr, Baker was recommended in
s place, He left the U, S. in
4215 and . promptly. came down

with typhoxd shortly after arriv-

iag in Peking with his wife and
two daughters. A son was born
thle ‘they were living in China,
:He had been given the posi-
ion ‘of ‘consulting statistician of
:Chinese . railways with the
] ekmg headquarters..” He wrote
e first annual reporttobankers
ui the many nations thatfurnished
he. capita.l Ior the railroad and
were really in control of the en-
ire system, : 1Although in charge
accounting ‘he:was able to in-
§t1tute ‘other efficiency systems
the operating department, :
Much of hig effort in China
in the railroad field, was due to
8 background: he had acquired
whﬂe working for the federal
vernment in Washington short-
" after “his  marriage in 1908,
Eﬂs JImowledge of railroading in-

luded' testifying in a significant
ourt case and later he was hired
by the Southern Pacific railroad
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and Wwent to the west coast. It
was from there that he came to -
the University of Michigan.
Interestingly, Mr. Baker had
never attended high school, but
went directly from grade school
to college in 1895 and received
his degree in 1902, Twoof those
years he was out of college,
teaching school after receiving
his two-year certificate, He
later attended the University of
Wisconsin and received another
degree in 1906, which included
making Phi Beta Kappa honors.
"~ Careers in nursing, teaching

‘and engineering have led to in-

teresting life stories of mem-
bers of the Frank Baker family
and to countries that are always
in the news.



