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{3 A PROFOUND friendship

has always existed be-
‘tween the Chinese people and
the American
people,” it was
stated a few
years ago by a
Chinese C o m-
unist emis-
sary at:a’ Unit-
ed: Nations ses-
sion. He was
speakmg with

friendship - has

been severely
d °'""E B“ke' strained by both
‘nations. Old Chma treated
‘Americans and ‘other “foreign

gra‘ubn dpasucally

»Nevertheless, of all nations
in the world, America has been
the:best friend Chirta ever had.
- A century ago China was assist-
ed by a Marshall plan of the
United States. Humphrey Mar-
shall was the hero in that case
—he was a commissioner sent
over by the United States to
‘prevent” China’s “being gobbled
up by Russia and Englard, and
his mission succeeded.

The recent death of Dr. John
.Earl ‘Baker, a notable native of
Waukesha county, is a punigent|

‘reminder of how good a friend
‘we have been to China. ‘Bakef

:to have fought the good: fxght for
”the Chinese people. It is no exq
‘aggeration to say that millions
of Chinese would not now be
alive except for his efforts.

American Ship *
to China in 1784

Americans and Chinese have
been dealing with each other,
most of the time to mutual ad-
vantage, ever since the infancy
of this republic. In 1784, when
the - Revolutionary war had
.scarcely been won and before
Gen. Washington was elected
president, the SS. Empress of
China became the first Amer-
ican ship to enter Canton har-
bor. Canton was the only Chi-
nese port open to foreigners, and
the Americans were determined
to crack the trade monopoly of
the English sponsored East In-
dia Co. They succeeded, too.
After a 15 month voyage of 26,-
000 miles, the Empress returned
i to New York with a cargo of
' tea, silk and chinaware. that
netted its owners a 25% profit
—$30,000.

‘“American and Chinese mer-
chants got along well from the
very first,” says historian Fos-
ter Rhea Dulles.

rna's Friend in I\

Humamtanan Americans Have Poured In Bllhons of Dollars Much of It Thrbugh Wlsconsm

devils” with contemptand eritel-|;
ty, and young Chma has invad-
ed ;

mai-ficept. nibbit

was one of the last Americangy

John

- Man Who Tackled ‘Biggest Job in World’

sibnafies - arrived to brmg re-
ligion, medicine, schools, food
and clothing. Such assistance
afforded an impressive contrast
with the three wars that Britain
and France waged against China
in the 19th century, e
The. Europeans demanded,
and.obtained, more ports, more
téeritory to trade in, lower cus-
toms and the right to peddle
opium. The United States main-
tained flrm neutrality in” these
conflicts, but if cannot be .de-

St niad that we. got ashare of the
booty\from the prostrate empire. |

America  always: insisted .on
Chinese independence, how-
ever. Anson Burlingame, who
was accepted ‘as our first min-

gth inese
nd Ta an |-

pire’s territory. »*Secretary of
State John Hay, at the turn of
the century, repeated that plea
and announced the “open door”
policy—that “is, equal trading
rights and respect for Chinese
territory. Japan soleranly
agreed to all such- principles
before seizing Korea and Man-
churia and starting a full scale
war to subdue the rest of-the
huge country.

Fed Millions

of Victims

Throughout its. Iast cemury
of-agony atid struggle, ‘China
never hada more helpful and
faithful friend than the late
John Earl'Baker. His was called
“the biggest job in the world”
whet he was at the peak of his
career in the 1920’s and 1930’s,
feeding millions -of vxetlms of
famine and invasion; He was
born 76 years ago on a farm at
Eagle, Wis., 40 miles sqQuthwest
of Mllwaukee He worked his
way through Whitewater nor:
mal school, taught country
schools for three years and
saved enough money to go to
Madison for his bachelor and

{ 2 by:the punch|
vdrunk “Son of’Hea n” in the

away. at tfxé em-|

i/
master degrees in 'e,‘jonom%
‘He was a reporter for The Mil-
waukee Journal until he real-
ized -that statistics’ ‘and eco-
nomics were, his basic interest.
He did statistical work for gov-
ernmental bureaus, a labor
union‘and railroads. In 1916 he
was sent to China by a syndx-
cate of: capitalists who“had 74
nanced “Chinese railroads ‘and |

were Wcﬁdermg why the prof s en

weren’t COmmg in,’
Authority on:

Chinese Raﬂroads :
In the: next few ‘years B&ker
became: the world’s: forgmost

authontv on 'Chmese raﬁfeads Si

In” 1920 ‘he mndertéek his fizst |

large chari operauon‘ l;rpu;h,
crop failuret,y faming eold

rivers amés-
“Give-Ba il"
Chinese and Am
executives. agreed.
“Pll bring them food;
they’ll have to work for it
Baker replied. He conscripted,
thousands of workers and laid
out rail lines, roads and pi
through the stricken pxovi’nces
A million lives were saved:
In 1926 he decided to qurt
China—the wars of the bandit’
chieftains had made railroading,|
a complete misery—but. he
changed his. rmndgn,l%)Z@ when’
famine, wotse ‘than ever,. pre-

vatled, He teturned to. China,

took the food ‘to-the end of ‘the
rail lines and commandeered
troops; to protect. it-from.the;
thieving gangs. Again he under-"
took the back breaking job. of |t
pushing: forward new. I:nes,
roads and paths. Twelye million

\persons died in the famine of

1928°29. The number would
have been much greater with-
out Baker.

Time and again he-sought to
quit China and to return to Wis-
consin, but the perennial dis-
asters of the people always
brought him back. In 1936 the

E Baker

i’,'&?*& wlg 2 ,y r{& Ehzggze
Umversity .of Wisconsin ga
him an honorary doctorate. -
The early part of World War
II found him as inspector gen-
eral of the Burma road, speed:
ing the vast flow of essential
supplies. Then he took an army
assignment to teach officers
about . Chma and. howv to get

v The great phﬂa,nthropxst
spent his last-years at Mill Val-
ley, in- central ‘California. He
lies today in' Walworth county,
a few miles from his birthplace.
Baker’s servicgte;China has

‘matx sbut the

riat-aid
anted by Améncans i§ enor-
ous, almost incalculable. .For

rdm 'cmians have
uted . clothing, mxssfons
hospltafs schmls and ‘military
,asmstagz:eﬁ that must he worth

llions of dollars, The Rockaésl
ller family aloe granted $45.,-
000,000 to' its: China'z
board between ,1914: apd 19455
fIn the early :1940's,. whm
Chinese fortunes -were more
than ordinarily dismal, the'
United States ma,de & “Ioan” -
with no strings attaéhed-»qf 3
half: billion dollars. 3

Our aid“to"China is. in the
grand old American tradition of
axdmgsufﬁerers wherever: they
may }) : Scores of . nations
hroqghon’mh rid have been
.assisted. in €5 of troubl’e
Amemcan pmvate citizens cof-
tribute about a half billion‘each
year ‘to foreign people.  This'
means that the average Ameri-
can family, after meeting its
own rent and grocery and fuel
and tax bills, manages to dig up
$15 to help foreign people who
need it more.
WALTER MONFRIED.




