
As we 
1 

the Sopho�ore Class of 1943 bid farewell to our classmates, 

we a.re faced with a problem-=How will ,/?u:ig A1:1erica fit into the Postwar 

World? :L1houg.i.11. the war is far from being won and our greatest sacrifices 

lie ahead, we m_,;_st begin now to chart ou::- postwar course or we may t.rli in 

the peace all we have fought for in the war. 

The children that are gathered here together, and millions like them 

will inherit the postwar world. They ·,·:ill live in its dust-free houses, 

,?at its improved foods, go to its moder>1ized schools, and, of course, soar 

on the winf.,rs of the airplanes. 

O:f :fil'ot importance in the world o:f :.o::nor::-ow are the schools., For 

if we are to preserve the brave new peace, r.e must arm our children with 

new wisdom. As each child is new cr2S'l.t ion, as life i� ever growing, so· 

must t�1e philosophy of educa.t ion be alive a..>1d. ever changing. 

Thinking of the sc1lc,;ls of -:. ::>:norr,n:, arouses tlYe quf:>st ion--How will 

th<:>se s·;hools l:le taub,.ht. \le know t- at �hey should not and must not be 

taught by force. For that is the way a lion ta�er�would train his lions. 

If they did .:10t perform as they should, l-:e would use the v:hip. Uo I they 

cannot 'be taught this way, neither can they be taught_ by the method of 

award. Such as boy being told if de did. hie lesson he would receive a pri7,� 

Euucation, MUST be made of sterner ntuff; it cannot be as a sugar coated 

pill easy to take. It cannot be the patt� of least resiEtance. For as you. 

all know, that has been tlle: d.o,vnfall of many a nation. We must it plant 

.among our children the desire to learn, the desire to know about the mis-

takes of the past and what to do future. A .. -riythir..g worth having 

is wortl1 working for. 

Young men leavin§, these schools will have much to sa-i)r in shaping 

the post·war world. Directed by older men, several million young men will 

win the war. What goes on after the conflict is 11:ron, will 1::e largely in 

their hands also. Uot that a lot youthful statesmen will s,.:.ddenly appear 



ar.d. i'.Tite a ne\Y charter. voiding all the mistakes of' the past. No adolee-= 

ce:r-t will lead a shattered world out of tbe wildernE>ss. But, col1ectively, 

young men will have a lot to say to the older men. 

The American form of govern::;1:mt , the pre-war economic sys:t e:n-- our 

natural resources and trer:iendously t7Xpanded :power of product ion--al these ai 

can be adapted to meet any post-Y:ar situation. Beyond questi::n ifw usf? 

these intelligently ,.,e can lift ourselves to a new leYel of living. 

If we begin to plan now--if \Y?. work as hard at making a successfulpEace as 

\'!P. nave to waging v.rar--\'re cari have a happier, ricber life than America or 

any o _hH C◊Lmtry has ever had. But t11is country must not have a higher 

or lower standard than than any otl':er country--v:e must be more on a equal 

bas is 
I 

Co-o:perat ive a::1d will ins ".:o help each otl,er. 

The problems of conversion from war to peace are numberless. Our s:i-

soldiers toci� have been as}:ing-- 11 :t.c1at a;n I and all t::ese with me going to 

do when this thing is over 11 ? Is peace to bring vrith it that deadly spiral 

men laid off and dej,1oblized 1 hence less purcha.sing p··ower, :r:10::.�e pla...11ts 

closed do·wn :i1ore man laid o·ff s.Y"..d o:r.ce asair:. ti1e breadlin�s? These are 

o:::.ly a few of the problems thoug...'l-lt about. _To one car. can answer a fr act ion 

of then: now. No one 0·1....'1 prl:'dict H C:.atE:' vihen tl:e 3.T:sv::e1-s r.1ust. be known. 

:But this :i:uch can be said: Vie nsu.t b egir.. now to draw the out 1 ine of v1tlat 

we want to accomplish, to build machinery that vrill make it 1;,ossib.e 

to put the answers to work one e v_re h '3.Ve found them.. 

The most important contribution we can make to the postwar world 

is to be strong a.nd prosperous ours:elves, nov:, and to build for the fu

ture. As a people we a:re st lll livi::1;; i�: ·,. lH' 1,C(';t iw=: p�hology, studying 

the headlines as if we were spectatators. It is time we rr;,al iz:ed that we 

cannot P.in this war with wishful thinking alone, that to win will require 

the act iYe effort of every cit iz,en. It is time y,re stop peel political 

bickering, stopped vit1ispering campaig;.1R against A.i:1erica.r1 .,inoritieo and 

v.iro_:g in thinking us incapable cf' unity :md sacrifice, a. vreaker 1..,reed of

men than our forefathArs. 1'he end of tb.e v.rar is soon at hanc1 2.nd we 



o:r t:1ey--110,t 1:ioth--will survice. And yuu b1ow if WP. are to survive :9ach 

and every one of us must do our part by giving our o,Nn c ontr il:lut ion. 

1/Iothers and daughtP.rs in t:.,e home can take up a home w-1.rsins course, the 

men can put all their savings into v:ar bonds and the children can put 

all their :pem1ies into war stamps. These are only a couple of the ma!l 7 

things we can do to ,bring victory close1', so that we once again can ahve 

the peace we so lon0 :for :?.nd one e again we can h�ve our fathers, brothers 

and frif'>nds back with us
0

.. 


