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AUTHORS NOTES 

This paper was W(itten to fulfill an assignment for a class in 

historical geography. The purpose of this paper was to write a short paper 

using an historical and geographical approach on a small city or village in 

the area. I chose Eagle since most of my family on the Baker side comes 

from the area and because my father grew up here. 

In researching and writing this paper, in the perameters and time 

alloted, I had to take several liberties. Because of this the paper is by no 

means a comprehensive history of Eagle. I must also admit that there may 

be misleading or perhaps inaccurate information contained within. 

I have donated a copy of this paper to the Alice Baker Memorial Library 

for several reasons. First, because of the a mount of time that I invested 

(I didn't want all of my hard work just sitting on a shelf collecting dust). 

Second, becuase of all the help I received from Betty Isleb, the head 

librarian, and Joanne Batzler, the assistant librarian. And third, to help 

someone in the furture who may be doing a similar research project. 

I have greatly enjoyed the time and effort put into this project and I 

hope that it will be read_ with interest by someone in the future. 

DANIEL B. BAKER 
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I. INTRODUCTION

This paper t akes a look at Eagle Wisconsin and 

how it has evolved using an histori cal geographical 

approach. This will be accomplished by looking at 

the landscape that the original settlers encoun­

encountered, at how the original settlers I ived, how 

Eagle had evolved by the 1880's, and what remains 

from these periods in the area today. As a back-

ground to this paper the map (fig. ll shows where 

Eagle is lo cated in Waukesha County. 

II. THE LAND ENCOUNTERED BY ORIGINAL SETTLERS

The inhabitants of this area prior to the 

European and Yankee sett lers were the Potawatomi In-

di ans. According to some historians the Winnebagoes 
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were here prior to the Potawatomi, but th is is a 

point unaei discussion. (1) 

The Potawatqmi would regularly burn the prairies 

to renew the plant growth and aid t heir hunting 

methods. This burning prevente d the appearance of 

larger, older trees in the area at the time the set-

tiers arrived. The lack of trees made the land 

easier to p low and therefor, more valuable to early 

settlers. (2) 

The settle rs came into the area looking for 

their own land to farm. The majority of ear I y set-

tiers came from the New England States and became 

known as Yankees. The major routes used by these 

settlers was by water through the Great Lakes and the 

port of Mil1<;aukee, while some came overland following 

the National Road through Ohio and Indiana. Those 

comirg overland of ten took many years or a generation 

to make the trip after unsuccessfully attempting life 

in other areas along the way. A few of the early 

settle rs cam e directly from Europe, in particular the 

English and Welsh. (3) They entered the New World 

through either the New England ports, or the port of 

Ouebec.(41 

The original settlers saw this area as having 

ri ch soi I for farming with easy access to wood for 
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building an<1 for fuel. The map of ear I y vegetation 

(fig. 2 l shows that the majority of the I and con-

sisted of prairie, 1-iet prairie, bur oak open forest, 

and oak openings. As a settler abserved upon moving 

through Waukesha County: 

The oak opening impress me as the most 

beautiful landscape in the West. They 

present a beautiful panorama of green 

hi 11 s and grassy va I es. You see 

straight, I eafy oaks, grouped here and 

there like lanes in an English park, and 

between each row is an open grassy space 

bedecked with thousands of flowers.(5, 

and as for the wildlife of the area: 

Game was everywhere ••• and wild pigeons 

clouded the sky in the fal I of the year. 

There was plenty of deer, wild geese, 

ducks, pigeons, and fish to be had at all 

times. Rabbits, deer, prairie hens, 

quai 1, and partridge were to be had for 

the hunting. (o l 

II I. EARLY SETTLEMENTS 

A. R. Hinkley is considered to be the first set-

tier of the area thanks to a 'quick knife'. Mr . 

Hinkley was looking for land to farm with: Henry, his 

brother; Andrew Scofield; and Charles Rayness: 

This quartet left Milwaukee for 

Prairieville by O>< team Aug. 18, 1836, 

reached the home of Davis Orendorf, 

remained there for two days, then left 

for the region designated as Eagle 

when they were on a previous prospecting 

tour. 
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As the four men c3me down a trai I which 
is now Hy. NNN, they saw a beautiful 
sµring; Farther south was d hi I I topped 

with big trees, and still farther south 
the prairie stretched out like the wings 
of a soaring eagle. 

Always a decisive man, A. R. Hinkley 
reached for his knife and carvetj his name 
on one of the trees in the grove ••• • (7) 

.• . at which Mr. Schofield, a Quacker,
exclaimed,'Ahira, thee is quick with thy
knife!' on condition that Mr. Hinkley
lend him 100 dollars he agreed to look
further; thus was made the first claim by

an actual settler •• • (8)

He came from the New England area and reached 

the Eagle area in late August of 1836. He erected 

the first log cabin in the area that fall and in 1848

he bui It the first house made of stone (which is 

still standing today).(9) 

A typical home was described as: 

••• a log cabin with a loft, and a 
fireplace much like those in England ex­
cept that it was much larger. The roof 
consisted of split shingles ••• which 
would shed rain, but were not wind tight. 
The boys slept on the floor of the loft 
and I remember my father tel I ing me that 
many a morning in winter he had found a 
considerable pile of dry snow on his bed­
covers, snow had sifted between or under 
the shingles because of the force of the 
wind. The chimney of the fire-place was 
so large that a boy, lying on his back on 
the hearth, could see stars in the sky in 
the day time . And at night it was one of 
the pleasures of a smal I boy to push him­
self close enough to the fire so that he 
could see the sparks flyinq out into the 
dark. (10) 
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Life is nol easy for a settler . They grew such 

crops as wheat, oats, corn, and barley. They also 

raised cattle, sheep, pigs, and chickens. A typical 

reporting of a settler written January 25, 1851 about 

the the preceeding two years: 

I have had so much work to do. The first 
fal I I put in 20 acres wheat that I have 

had to harvest. I had to plow sow and 

harrow in 16 acres of spring wheat, 11 

acres of oats, 11 acres barley, 10 acres 

Indian corn with the plow twice and hoe 

it twice. I have had to now save 10 
acres of hay before I had time to hoe my 

corn and turnips and my harvest come. 
Al I this I did with my two boys and one 

yoke of oxen with the exception of 3 or 4 

days my neighbors helpt me •••• I hired 

Thomas Strike one month in harvest • •• and 

we cut and cased al I except a few days I 

sowed by spring wheat the 15th of Apr i I 

and cut it later and July 1 thrashed all 

my grain in three days .•• I have fatted 11 
pigs and I rave three sows to keep over 

year I have two yoke oxen, 3 cows, 4 
year I ings, 3 geese and gander and a but I

dog winding machine, plows and harrows, 

but I have not things enough yet a good 

Yoke of oxen cost from 70 to 75 dollars, 

a good horse for 75 to 100 dollars, my 
taxes this year is between 6 and 6 dol-
lar s. We are going to build :=i new school 

house 250 dollars I shal I have to pay 
more than 3 0 do I I a rs. Wages a r e v er y h i g h 
so we can find a way for al I our money, 

thrashing and harvesting cost a great 

deal that is the greatest thing •••• the 

railroad is going mile and a half from my 

house this country is improving fast 

praps you would hear something about the 

climate last winter we had some cold 

d3ys, but not much snow. A very moderate 

winter till spring then it came in dry 

and cold barron late spring, such a 

spring there was never known since our 

people came. The winter wheat when it 

ought to be shooting �as not much higher 

than a mans hoe, my corn was five or six 
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weeks before we could see the rows, I 

thought I should have none. It was said 

we should have a famine through the land 

everything dryed up by the dry cold winds 

and frosty mornings but just when the 

people thought it was a over with their 

crop it camrne to beaut i fu I warm rains and 

thinqs grew at a wonderful rate ••• a 

very hot summer sickness and death has 

been very plenty, but thank God it hath 

not entered our house, I and my farni ly 

have not had one sickness never since we 
came here.{sicl (lll

Cooking can be i I lustrated as fol lows: 

We had a fireplace to cook and warm on. 

The cooking was done with a larqe kettle 
that hung on the fire, a I ong-handed 

spider, a bake-kettle to set in front of 

the fire with three legs about three in­

ches long; a cover to put on top of the 

bake-kettle with legs around the top to 

put the coals on. The fireplace answered 

for I ight. The bake-kettle was for 

baking bread anc meat. Afterwards we got 

a reflector to bake with, made of tin, to 

set in front of the fire. While we had a 

fireplace, the potatoes were frequently 

baked in the ashes. Besides the regulc1r 

victuals, mother rrade cookies, fried 

cakes, and oumpkin pies and, as there 

were no apples then, we used onions in­

stead. There were peaches one to two 
years before with seedlings 16 cents a 

dozen. Of course, we had rutabagas, 

melons, and tomatoes. (12l 

The area was fu 11 of al kinds of danger, real 

and imagined: 

But along the woodsy trail, dark came 

rather sooner than on Mel indy's prairie, 

with dark came a strange sound. He had 

never heard the I ike of it before. He 

had heard tales of wolves, but no one had 

ever imitated their call. Perhc1ps this 
was a pack of wolves! So he cut a stout 
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stick before proceding further. Walking 

rapidly and on tip-toes, he came round a 

bend iri the road and suddenly encountered 

I ittle specks of light -- the I ights of 

their eyes? It must be wolves! And 

without a second thought he sprang up the 

trunk of the nearest tree and climbed to 

a comfortable I imb. With a Ii ttle 

looking around, he found such an arrange­

ment of limbs that he could rest his hack 

against the trunk and relax without 

dansier of fal I ing out of the tree. He 

had walked between fifty and sixty miles, 

he was tired, he was weak with hunger; 

the rest was so-o comforting. He fel I

asleep. He was awakened by the tweet of 

a small bird and, looking up he observed 

the gray twilight which precedes dawn. 

He was cold and stiff from his unusual 

exertion, the cold and his position in 

the tree. He had to move or get cramps. 

He could see no more "I ights", the wolves 

had ceased howling. So, with some mis­

giviny he slid down the trunk of the 

tree, found his cudgel which had slipped 

from his hand relaxed in sleep, and 

carefully resumed his journey. 

Rut what abcut the wolves? That afforded 

many a laugh -- in which Grandfather 

joined. Between Waukesha and Mel indy's 

Prairie are many small lakes, margined by 

marshes in which frogs abound. These 

pipe dn infernal racket during the early 

summer months, and frogs were what he 

heard. Close to these marshes "I ight-
ni ny" bugs are equa 11 y numerous and these 

provided the "lights in their eyes" which 

precipitated him into the tree.(13) 

Garden plots were fenced by zig-zag rai I fences; 

however, no fences divided the farms or the cul-

tivated fields from the unplowed praries and forests. 

Children on the other-hand were plentiful and they 

either w;;itched the fields or stayed with the farm 

animals to keep the animals from grazing in the 
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fields. The latter became the normal practice. As 

an example of how this experience was for the chil-

dren: 

This 'running with the cows' over the 
vast unfenced, varied areas of marsh, 

hi tis, and wotids always appeared to me as 

a romantic occupation. But unless the 
herd joined that of some other friendly 
boy time could hang heavily on a boy's 
hands and the summer day b e  very long. 

Not al I boys are friendly when heards are 

joined, some bull s fought, scaring the 
srnal I boy not only by the passion of the 
struggle, but with the thought that he 

might be held responsible if a bul I were

k i I I ed. And so, much of the ti me he 
chose solitude •••• during the long after­

noon there was nothing for the boy to do 
but I earn the way s o f the s ma I I an i ma I s , 
which are not shy at all if one remains 

motionless; to imitate the calls of birds 

and find their nests; to hunt f I int 
arrow-heads where recent rains had laid 
bare the earth. At these pastimes the 
boy became proficient. In his mature 
years, he would generally come back 1o1ith 
an arrow-head after a trip over the 

fields to observe the state of the 'fall 

seeding'. One winter night, while we 

were feeding t he sheep, a tiny owl per-

ched on a tall post ••• and b egan to 
trill nis call. I watched this forrnrner 

"cow-boy" careful ty ap proach this post, 
answering the call so faithfully that the 

little owl was busy trying to locate his 
mate, or rival, when its toes were firmly 

pinned down by the gloved finger of my 
father. ( l 4 l 

IV. EAGLE IN THE 1880 1 S

Eagle became a cent er of activity when the 

southern branch of the Milwaukee and St. Paul rail-
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road was laid through the area in the early 1850's. 

:..ii 11 iam J. Kline, a land owner in the area, gave 

three acres to the rai I road company for a depot and 

general use . He a1so laid out town lots as did 

several otner l and owners did the same and by the 

1880 1 s these lands were taken for business and 

residential use. The establishments included two 

dry-goods houses, two hardware stores and two 

c lothing establishments; and a butcher shop, grocer, 

mi I 1, cheese factory, grain hall, school house, and a 

Methodist Church.Cl':>) 

Eagle had grown to an excel lant stand commer-

cially s peaking. 11 In point of commercial importance 

Eagle is c laimed to take rank as third in the 

county •• • " (16) As an example of how active these 

business were, a newspaper article in 1878 pertaining 

to the cheese factory, "It is expected that the daily 

average of mil k will be about 3,000 l bs. "(17) In 

another newspaper artic le appearing in 1880 concer­

ning the grain hall, [agle is the "••• biggest and 

most active buyer of grain in the area, even of the 

more populous towns."(18) 

The railroads were also very busy in Eagle with 

"twelve trains a day, three men a day were needed to 

take care of the traffic. "(19) In 1880 it was 

recorded that "Probably the largest shipment of salt 
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ever made to a country town was received at Eagle 

last week by Clemons £ Hall. Seventeen car loads 

stood on the side track over Sunday. This salt, in 

all about 1,800 barrels is designed for salting wheat 

land."(201 

Eagle had gained national attention from the 

discovery at the Eagle diamond. The stone was found 

when a wel I was being dug on the property rented by 

t h e Ch a r I e s �Jo o d f am i I y i n l 8 7 6 • It stayed with the 

family for several years unti I Mrs. Wood sold the 

stone to Col. Samuel Boynton, a Milwaukee jei.,eler for 

a dollar in 1883. Col. Boynton discovered the stone 

was worth $700 and with the expectation of finding 

more diamonds on the property he bought the land in 

1884. News of the discovery brought fortune hunters 

into the area looking to get rich quick, but no more 

diamonds were discovered. 

�ram the be�uty of the Kettle Moraine, from the 

attraction of natural springs (which the Eagle area 

has several ofl, and from the 3ttention due to the 

discovery of the diamond, Eagle began to grow as a 

resort area. J. A. Lins saw the potential of Eagle 

and capitalized on it. He built a general store in 

downtown Eayle and installed a fountain next to his 

store. He also built one in the park in the center 

of Eagle. Next he bui It a taylor shop and a phar­
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nl·3Cy. By the 11380's he'd built a large club house on 

one of the islands of Eagle Springs Lake and a small 

pavil lion on one of the springs in the area now known 

as Paradise Springs. Paradise Springs which is now a 

park was owned by J. A. Lins at the time. 

an article about Lins and his spring: 

To quote 

Lins was a bui Ider, a vigorous, aggres­

sive man who always wanted to improve 

things. He built the pavilion over the 

sprinq farther to the west, I ined its 
margin with seats, railed the spring to 

insure safety to visitors and placed a 

dipper to provide an easy means of quen­

ching thirst. In former years when boys 

and qirls wanted a drink, they flattened 

themselves at the edge of the pool and 

lapped up the cool crystal water. 

Hospitable to the nth degree, Lins per­

mitted people to enjoy the place, and 

many a picnic and Fourth of July celebra­

tion were held in its shaded ;:icres.(21) 

V. ECONOMIC REMENANCES FROM PRE 1890

The Eagle economy is still heavily reliant upon 

agriculture. The farmers sti 11 basically gro1,1 the 

same c rops, with the exception of wheat, and raise 

the same farm animals. With the decline of railroads 

as a major transportation mode and with the rai I 

I ines through the area no longer being used, Eagle 

has lost its commercial importance. 
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The area never really materialized as a major 

>· 

r es or t 3 r ea as hoped, but t 11 e po s s i b i I i t y never com-

pletely died. Old World Wisconsin, Paradise

Sprin9s, and public hunting qrounds are all tourist

attractions nearby; and in Eagle there are establish-

ments geared to these tourists. Gecause of these,

Eagle may yet emerge as a major tourist attraction.

VI. STRUCTURES REMAINING FROH PRE 1890

The following pages contain pictures of many of 

t h e ni a j o r b u i I d i n g s s t i I I s t a n d i n g i n a n d n e a r E a q I e

which have a direct or indirect relationship to this 

paper. 
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