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en and John 'cnarles '(''J.c. 1
·) Agathen were snarr1�

patently it was an .. ideal summer kind ·of .. day. The

.·· on Rueden :far1�t IC::· was ·42;' Ma.ry\vas 26: he

.-.than,;<he", was� They- could both . peak Gennan (ill: fact it• •••

it�t· language).· an:d used to speak it occasionally, in tater 

. '.didn't· want their ebJldfei1 d,· uiiderstand. ··J. •• bad a '4th

•• •. M�y bad at" least ihe- same. ' ' '' 

. ��-
ad seven children,� • · Jobn was born 1n 1906: � in .•

·1ia, in: 1913� : 'Antnony ot "A.ntmi' (as Aun.t 'Til·says •
. -1 :;:,"/ �-_; . . "'(, -- , .• ' .,. " ' ' - } , -! c ' ."',: '.-:· - • '}y,_ ,; • • 

1e :tiame):ii,,1�16;. Clar� in 1919: • Poi'Qtlly in t927..

·. bet· "18. i 922., • a: few weeks after . the, b�by ,Wa$ ,bgr.o.
. '" '. - ' ' bout oi}e. month:. of age, of' dipcf.l\eria:'

. Marie vi · ' • ·' , ·. · ,., • • • 

1,, \ • !.. ) 
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, ·�he olde, ( three child� n • i� th 'ir family fprtn� 
_ 'gest th&e childrcii ,fortntd n Jep r.ue ,groo1>, ,, • , . 
,1-nemory of, Ot.riliu Wittig. tm ountof t.t�r mother. ,: 

bornf: be,:weighed only about pounds. wrapped in. a • • 
'.wedd\ng ring fh over her han�. 

i ' :".· ¼" ' ' 

,·. ., .,.ill _-;__- I ' 
._,,___ ,• Zs' 

r:f; Mary1 , wa1jealous., and their Jathet and sJH!'- so.methnes woul 
. dinner tnbfe about it; : Mary cJuimed that t,e· �pent too much tii

• :the old Agathen farm to ' h�it anotbt.lr womun heresa Stei�ho
• Tony teinhofrs wife)� .. : -

a'fe\v.incidetU,ii in-vof,ving-ber mother: Once,·,. . t
rch'ief • so· • he'd- have :f ort of co ·tume for a s 

- ' - e>'yetir on· her,birmd�y .. MJ.ry Jia(J '·
'J( gpt ,the vety first, .p, • - ., • 
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by,r., because they didn't" want ber-tci1 :Jcno,� • 

1L:�•1qs•' 4 'year. old+ . �he was helping ;ut witlr the '�as 1 
. . . . . . . .

ecban.ized wdnger the family l1ad bought· She got her ba 
d b�dly hurt Jn the machine. apd J.C. ·:came and 'held'her on>'t'( 

't1tey_:would take her to· the doctor __ .as soon as the washing W�$ .. 

· sinte 'they couldo•t :waste the hot water. • When she was taken 
or; Til iiee�d. about 23 stitches to ·close up the·· tear between h 
•• r ·'�n:a. the :ndjotnin.g.s,rtnger .. ••

: ·: A.ntbony kept a flying'squih'el in: his· bedroom for about ·a irionth at a pet . 
. • . ·: The squu:rel .was kept in a metal and wood eage which he made himself ... He,, 

f� ,Jt ··acprn's. and nut$. ' • Also.. he used to hunt and skin rabbits artd squirrels· 
:; , fQr ·the;_ fa�ly to eat.. , • He says no 'one liked eating then1 very much. 

,;;· , .. :A;,pt\ony nail¢d e<>rne,0 boards to the tree outside their house so they ,coilld , ·
,,· ctimb,,up, iL · Also, he bnce put a. dtad mouse from tbe attic under tjlergirls' . 

bedroom 'door• wttHe- they ·were in t.bi bedroom. 
. ' \ 

,, 

s; abOll,t ·j year, ofd;'· LQuise was,, holding her.' buf',s 
• tely , Louise � 1 1,tp tair1t and" got her ros • • 

• .. ' thOltg�';: . • ' '��s s{re;i,,runi. ,Oft ;,
":', �•, • - "' .. , 



father must have Jost all his 
John would come home from 
attending Carroll College, he 
J.C. • rented out the farm after
Finally the Nelsons bought it. 

4 

money because they never had any. Whenev, 
Waukesha. where he got a job at a bank while 
would often di. cuss finances with their father. 
they moved off of it, for about $40 a month. 

After he retired. J.C. had a chain saw and 
used to go around cutting other people's firewood, for a fee . 

. tinker around with tools. though. 
He didn't like 

Aunt Lena (Magadalena), Mary's sister. who lived up the road at the Von 
Rueden farm, used to spend part of the year with them after their mother 
Mary died in 1922. She was extremely strict with the kids. She was also 
very religious, and was buried in the habit of the Third Order of St. Franci� 
which Til and Brian went to buy for her in Milwaukee. She had a highly 
developed sense of duty. and having fun was never part of her agenda. SI 
was expecting her eternal reward in heaven. 

Aunt Lena was especially severe with Anthony. She was constantly pickir 
on him and scolding him. Anthony says she used to scold him for being 
alive, . but that she was good to them in the sense of cooking. keeping how 
well, and mending their clothes. She didn't get along well with Louise or 
Til, either. Lena was more kindly towards Clare. Many years later. she 
went to Clare's graduation from the College of St. Teresa in Winona. MN. 

Aunt Lena never wanted them to mingle with other kids, the ''town boys." 
She was afraid they'd get corrupted, contaminated. She allowed them t< 
.read books, including novels, from the church library, but no other books 
She always checked what they were reading. She allowed Anthony l S 
minutes to get home from school, and grilled him at length about the 
r�;flsons for any delay. 

, • Aunt Lena w�uld never pronounce the word "sex"; she always said it as 
She did .not think the marital state was proper for anyone. Once sh 

, aw Miltie '�downtown" in Eag.Ie in a sleeveless dress. and gave her heck f 

being so indecent. She taught the Agathen children how to dress and 
without exposing themselves. .. 



5 

Aunt Lena continuctl to live ,ll ,tnd to manage the Von Ruc<lcn farm in the
summers even aflcr she took ch,lr!!t' of the Agathcn rhildrcn. She had to do
lots of canning nnd yard wmk and household 1.:lwrcs on that form. I kr
brothers, Jake and Fred, did the ricld work. h)t· approximately 5 to 7 years 
after Marv died. Aunt Lena lived with thl' A 0athcns during the non-farmin!! J ;:,; � ..... < 

months. She was a woman of trt·mcndou:-. energy and ability. She wa� ;.1

very tall woman. Even by the Xth 1!radc she w.as 6 ft.-:t·t tall. 

Aunt Lena WU$ not invill.'d Lo Anthony's wcdJin� to fkatricc Kdley. 

according to Til. but Anthony thinks shr..: wa, 111\'itcd and didn't come. 

Louise was married when she was ahlHII 20. to Elmer t\mh:-1:-.011. a high 

school teacher from Eagle. They went to I lawaii. wht:1c Jerry wa:- born in 

1930, but Louise latt;r had a nervous bu.:akdowll and she came hm:k to 

Wisconsin in 1941 rather than be hospitaliz�d in I f�l\vaii. She flew to 
California, where Marie and her two young daughter!-- met her and the threi: 

of them accompanied her to Wisconsin on the 1rai11. Elmer divon.:cd her. 

All the .Agathen children went w grade s ·lwol at Eagk Public Sd1ool. Clare 
started first grade at the age of 5. Girls at the school had to take Domestic 

Science in 8th grade. which was rnostly cooking. Boys tOok Mnnual Training 

in 8th grade . 
... 

Aunt Lena wanted Tit to go to the same prcstigous high school in Milwaukee 

(Holy Angels) that Louise and Marie had attended. but .LC. wouldn't allow it. 

Til t11h1ks he felt that way because Loui�c had gone there but had run off 

and gotten married� so maybe he felt the religious education hadn't done 

any good. Anthony thinks their father just didn't want to pay the tuition. 

So Til went to the first two years of high school in Eagle and the second two 

years at a public high school in Waukesha, as John had done.. Anthony went 

two yea.-. in Eagle and two in Whitewater. Clare went first to Eagle high 

school and the second two years in Mukwonego. As for higher education, 

John got a master's degree in English at Georgetown U .. while working at a 

• bank. in about J932. Anthony's B.S. degree was in agronomy. from the U. of 

Wisconsin in Madison. in 1943. Clare's B.S. was in dietetic , from the College 
• of St Teresa.
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Clare once got a present from their father. She got a red sweater as a 

birthday present. This was remarkable. as it was apparently the only 

present their father ever gave anyone. (Repeat: ever gave anyon!,i.) He 

was not inclined to say "thank you." either. ln fact no one re1nembers him 

ever saying it. He always contended that he ne\'er asked Lena to come and 

. look after the kids. so. apparently. he didn't need to thank her for anything.

He never gave Lena a penny. either. This despite the fact that he wouldn't 

do anything in the kitchen. He couldn't even heat himself a cup of coffee. 

J.C. was never too involved with the children's upbringinl!. But he was

almost always around the farm. He never used physical punishment on the

children. He wasn't one to co off drinking or h,rnging out in the bar. He had ;:. .... '- ..... 

a nice sense of humor and was a gre.tt imitator of all the relatives and 

neighbors. He also had a few songs he loved to sing. including "Mrs. 

Fogarty's Christmas Pie." which had a line that went "and the crust it was 

nailed on with glue." He also liked to sing "Bill Grogin·s Goat." He used to 

read the Milwaukee Journal all evening.. usually in the kitchen. He never 

read novels, though. He enjoyed playing cards. especially euchre and 500. 

He and the children often played on Sunday afternoons for their 

entertainment. Aunt Lena never played. though. He would sit by the hour 

talking to Joe Link about the events of 40 years earlier. He liked to tease 

the grandchildren, by poking at their games of jacks. or trying to trip them 

with his cane. Anthony thinks J.C. did not have any really good or really 

bad qualities. that he was "kind of neutral." 

J.C. did know everyone in church. He must have been. Anthony imagines, a

pallbearer at l 00 funerals. He donated $400 to construct a new church at

the turn of the century. He even helped build it, with a team of horses and 

a slip plow. Every night before bed he got down on his knees and said 
prayers for about one minute. 

When J.C. was a boy he had had to tend cows on the Aoathen farm. and he. � -
always wished he had a knife so he could whittle to help pass the time, but

, ,his parents wouldn't buy him one. They didn't want to spend the money.
{end of family history notes) 


