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PROF. SEVERANCE DEAD,

Picturesque and Widely-Known Person-
age Passes Away.

Prof. A. 13, Severance, the pioneer
dancing master of Wisconsin, who
hnd conducted dancing classes in
Waukesha mapy yoears and who ex-

ected 1o open a clags here last Mon-

av ovening, dled suddenly at his

home in North Chicago last Friday.
tle was sick only wwelve hours of
dropay of the heart, bub sutfered in-
tepsely. ‘The remaing were brought
to Eagle this connty anid were interred
in the family lot.

Mr. Severance was widely knm_vn
througuout the state and was n pics
turesque and handsome Baure with his
weil-knit frame and his Jong white
ringlets lowing over his broad shoul-
ders, e lived In Milwaukee 33 years
and vemoved to Chieago oalya few
months &go.

Born at Windsor, Vi, Anson B,
Soverance c¢are with his pareots. a
boy of 15, 10 the West and established
u home at Eagle, this county. Here
he grew to man's estate, upon his
father's farm. e was cceentric even
in his bovbood days, and havingr
heard Lhe old expression in tho pur-
lunee of the couniry corners, ‘'as
drunk as a Addler, " applicd to eveey-
one who showeld signs of haviny
ried 100 long au the enp, youny Sov-
eranee becanmo impressed that it was
his duty 10 learn to. play the fiddle
and become n teetotler in order 10 ve-
deem the uanfortunate musicians from
the slander,  He Jearned to play the
fidddles he beenme funeus in thay prim.
itive day as 4 musieclnn, aod in later
simes ho wag piven the prefixvwre of
pofessor of music and daneing,”
and yet he has lived his life of 74
reirs and hus gone down 1o his dexth
without ever havioy allowed intoxi-
enting liguors 1o pass his lips.

ORGANIZED A BAND,

Huving Jearned 1o play the violin,
I becnme the mewus for his making
iz way In the world, As o youngr
min  he organized the Seversnee &
Willinms Quadrille bapd, and ale
though its headguirtors for years was
atthe little settloment in Wankesha
connty known ns Bagle postoffice, the
reputuiion of the band was ns wide as
tho civilizution of Lhe state.

1t was enlled to Madison to plar ay
inaugorzl balls, and to atl tho owas
und élvies und villages withia a radius
of fily or =ixty miles, 1o furnish
wusic for ihe danelug purties that
cume fs sl apendix o the quilting
bees, the barn ralsings, and w the
woddings and other ovents, warking
with distinctness the primitive age of
soeioly in Wiseonain,  There was fun

and frolie fn those days. nnd young
Severanee catght the infection and

fearned o daneo with the restof thems |

T V.

45
Jyou think 1 wm a fool,” he replied,

| end.

he graduated into a teacher of dane-
ing, and thiz is the vocution that he
followad through bis long lifo.

A the ape ol 54, with bis fiddle un-
dov his ehin, he woull step off the
measures of tho waltz or the polke as
lightly as the boy of 20. Howas
never sick In his life, and when the
numiber of his duys had lapsed he died
suddenly.

WAS A VEGETARIAN.

Prof. Severtbes had no uwso for
physielans, wor did he belleve in med-
i Ho reguluted his diet to pro-
sorve his hewlth, nte Inraely of frods,
fish and ergs, and abstalned from
ments,  WHe was in theory ot least a
vegolarinn.

Asx nveformoer he'jeined the Koighus
of Inbor when thut  organization was
in tho zenith of s powse, and pe-
maibed wsympathizor with tho lnbor-
Inr mnn o bis death,  When WiLs
proposed 1o oren i sielk bepoliv
braneh to the Koights of Labor, Mr.
Fovernnee was asked to join it

(=

BPo

Uthat 1 should  puy daes to provide
for thoso who don't know enough Lo
keop well ¥ Hoate but two meals a
day, #nd never used tobneeo or liquoy
inany form—he wag jo fact, temper-
ate in everything,
While Prof, Sevorance
contribute 16 the ovgunization of w
sielt bovefit fund for the Knighis of
Labor, ho showed his liberalite in
vther dircetions.

FOUNDED THE LIBBRAL CLUBL,
He or zed the Libernl elub and
not oply bors the grester purt of the
expenso ol ita early maintainnnee, It
hedevoted his vime o provide it with
lectarors nnd debaters,” aml when the
supply ran short stood evor reedy o
i1l in"the gap.,  Fle was o free-thinker
woan arbitrary  freesthinker who
Lelieves thny evervone mnst be made
L think he dous, but o lee-thinker
with n respeet for the opinions of nll,
Mo wus n spiriwalist, bus he did not
intrude his beliel upon others.

Io 1869 he was married, and his
b ne widely known as D Julies
Severnnee.  Mres, Severanee guined i
reputation as a leetaver on hentih and
reform.

FINDS A NEW HOME WHEN Th

Lust April Prof. Suveraneo decided
1o takoe vp his residence at Norsh Chi-
cawo. He went thero and purchased
o bouse nnd n plav of ground. Thers
he spenb the fuw months of his
life, old in years but virorous to the
The mua of 74 bad worked apon
about his e home and
the praicie land into o

would not

ihe soil
wsLustormed
pardon,

T naver was so happy in my life,”?
he wrote his brother last week, /1
have raised enongh vegetables in my
wnrdon to supply ouwr wants dwring
the winter. ™
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