
· J Pcs·bmaster Lurv_ey D ies  Sudden ly .

j , On Thursday afternooµ the whole 
· . <:ommuni-ty was shocl,ed I on learning
· ot the sudden death of Joseph J. Lur
. vc\ .  pns ;,mai;J.er. at. th e · family born:'

in this vil l age. ivl r.' Ltirvey · ,v·as·a  son
t > i' l•Jzra. \V : a n d  Caroline McDcrmot
Ln rvey and was boTn in  Livingston
,ounty ,  N. Y.,  April 22, 1837 .  un his

,. f! l 1 1 ,, ,. - s  s ide  t lte fam i ly  traces thei r
· -- t1 n cest1·y ha�k to ,. ranee ancl the

1 110 !  her was a descendent from Scotch 
: 1 n c · 1 • s 1 0rs . Th ·.::> Lu rvey fan1ily ha� re- , 
,; i dul in Arnel'ica. since Revolutionm·y I 1 ,  1 1 1 <•s. In n, e fall of 1 8 44 th e sub
j , ,d. uf thi3 article accompanied h is  
pn renr.s rwim his  native towi;i to  \V i�
, ·u ; i s i 1 1 , : 1 1 . . - i v i 1 1g; i n  � l i l w au l, ul', w l 1 i c · l 1  
1•.' ; i s  then a sn1all vil lage, and thence 
t o  New Derl in ,  where tl1 ey spent tli e 
•;: i l l l'er w,i th a b rother-in-,aw. The· rol
} I Jw iug  y t.'::t1· they n1oved to Ottawa 
:1 1Hl sP Lt.l e ,, on  sc�tion 15 .  Th:e '·fam i l y  
, ·u 1 1 :s i i; Led o t  J-i ve ch ildren, Joseplt, \Vii
: i am,  h, l iza . .James and Lucy, all ot' 
\\' hOm but the last LWO having <h'
p;ll't.ed ,his life. Joseph acquired hi8 
,,tJucatiou in the district schools in 
O t t awa an d worked on his rather's 
r: i nn unt;. Au gust 10 .  1861,  when lw 
jo ined Company A, first Wisconsin 

· c -avalry . and served in St .  Lo·uis ·  until
Ut)cember, 1862 ,  when he -received an

1 honorable discharge. On New Year's. 
; !Dve, 1863,  h.e was marri ed to Miss , 

\l ary Jane Reed, who preceded him \
i n  ,leath since Nov. 2, 1907 .  Five ch i l
• l ren were horn to them : Ada, who I
1 1 1 arried J. A. Ste1hen, a merchant of I 
Wal tham, �! inn . .  now r1 eceased ; Lyda, ! 
w i re ot Fred Jacobson of Delafield ; I
< ' harles '.11. , a music ian of Mi lwaul{ee ; 
the  :\lisses Christina an d M abel , at
h 1 > l l 1 C ' . �'l'r. Lurvey followed farmi ng I
1111 1:i l  abou t thirteen years ago ' wllen
lw came to Eagl e and purchased the

-\\' i l l iam \V. PE>rry residence. On Nov-
·�1 ue1· 6th. J. S97 ,  he w as appointed

,,ostmaster under the Mct1..inley ad
m in i stration. succeeo111g Henry M .
1,oi l > l ,  and held the office unti l  h i s
t l l'ath . In h is  home town h e  w a s  sec
retary of the Farmers' Mutual Fire
Insurance Co. ancl he ld  many offices
ot I rnst,  all  of which he filled with
ncall i c. \,Vhen the village of Eagle
was incorporated he was one, of the
lrustees for two terms.

The funeral took place from the 
l'a mily home Sunday and notw'i th 
s t :r n cling the sev ere snow storm and 
cold weather many from Eagle and 
; l lso his former home gathered to 
pay their tribute. ot' respect to a de'. 

partE'd friend and neigh:bor. Roy Ap
l i n  o l' Otta.w a  sang "N earer My God I
I ( ) The<>" and "Abide with Me." Rev.  
K B .  Boggess of Palmyra delivered 
1 l ie fun era l  serm on. i\ l  embers of the 
( : r;1 n1l Army of  the Republic were 
1 1res 1fnt to do h onor to the comrade 
i l c> tul, Neighbors from Ottawa served 
: i s  11a l l  bearern and la id  his remains 
a I rest in Oak Ridge cemetery in 
1. he  fam ily lot .

n 1 1 1 ·i ng  the t i m e  that  the Lu1·vey
t'a 1 n i l .1· hus t;Psided in Bagle they hav, •. 1
•.1·" 1 1  t i le l'rit>tHh,h ip  and rC'gard o l'
: i i  l "nu as evidence of th is  we nel•ll
. . . .  1 .1• s tate tha t  a J iet il inn unanimous ly
,. i .�. ,wcl h as be,,1 1  p1·,, 1iarecl asking t.lw 
· , 1 q i r 1 i o l .mo 11 t  or Lhe da 1. 1 !� l 1 tcr, l\'l iBs
• , 1  r i s 1' l• 1 1 ; i ,  as  11ostmis t. rP,fs· to su cceecl 
' • • • r  1 1 1 1 1 , ·h  beloved fa t lw1·. 

\\"c' n i l  Pxrend sympath,· i o  th e fam- 1,.J..: i 1 1  tl1 L' ir  hour of bew,avement .  
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Postmaster Lu�vey,,Dies at  
Ea�le Witpout Warn.ing 
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So Esteemed and.  IIB)ql(j�,ill'\- V I i iage 
that Death Cautilii,/ Q�t,. and . 

Gen eral Grit,' .: ' 
. '· ·, 

Eagle, Feb. 16 .-At his· �Ulage horn� 
on Thursday afternoon, Feb. 11, oc
curred the d011,th, of Postmaster, Jo
seph J. Lurvey. The •summons came 
so suddenly that the friends and 
neighbO'rs listened with unbelieving 
ears to the message that, was pass-ed 
alon g  that· Mr. Lurvey "Was dead. 
Many had seen him less than a, half 
hour before pass down the road on
his way h ome frQm ·the post office. 
His ioylal greeting to those he met 
gave no warning of �he st!lled: heart 
beat- so soon to come. He passed into 
the living room, lay down on the 
co1ich and life went out. Without a 
struggle, without suffering, he wen.t 
to his final sleep. 

Joseph J. Lurvey was born in, Avon 
Livingston county, N_ Y., ApMI 22 :  
1837 ,  and came with his pa:rent:s to 
Wi_sconsin in the fall pf 184'4, settling 
the next sp'l'ing on section 15 tow n 
of Ottawa, where h.e grew to mia'.nhood . 
He �nlisted in Company A, 1st Wis
consln_ cava.Jry, August, 1861; and· after 
bemg m several engagements, was dis
charged for disability in September 
1862. He was married to Mary J'. 
�eed, New Year's Etve, 1863, and con
turned to reside In the town of Ottawa 
up 'to the time of their· · Ihoving to 
this vi,l��ge in l,896, };le wus appointed
postmaster of Eagle 'In -1897 continu
ing in office until his death. ' He held 
positions of trust in Ottawa and has 
been a most excellent postmaster here. 
Four children, Mrs. Fred Jacobson of 
Delafield, Misses Christine and M abel 
at home, and Charles of Milwaukee 
sm-vive him ; also one sister, Mrs. wn'. 
ham Probert, and one l:>rother John 
C. Lurvey, bot:ti, of Ottf$;W'a., 

Funeral services werEl ·held at the
Tesidence . Sunda,y; afternoon. . "Near er 
I My God · .  to Thee!' ·;P.Jlq :••4--piqe w1th
i Me" wer� given b\7'.:: dJie·}·"\b�uUfuJ.
.- ·•_.,oung· vo1'ce · oFRoy· Aplfu, one af tile ·I boy friends of 'Ottawa. , · 

Fitting ·and impressive . remarks 
1 were made by Rev. El, B. Boggess of
j Palmy1,a. He took for his theme, "The 
/ Greatness of Gentleness,'� • likening 
1 that ch aracteristic in the deceased to 
. thn t of Abraham Lincoln to whose 
1 

greatness America h as- so recently 
: paused to pay its tribute. 

I All of the home G. A. R. comrades 
I who "ou!cl. b,rave the weatheT were 
, there ,  and fo!lowed their soldier friend 

I 
to his last resting place. The stori:n 
p revented many from coming for a 
l ast  mark of resoect to one they high- 1
J y  esteemed, but· they were there in
thought and· sympathy, The · beaTers
w ere neighbors from, the Ottawa home
and w1th the keenest sorrow they laid
t11 eir friend in Oak Ridge cemetery I ·beside his wife, who was taken from
him a little over a yea,r ago.

The writer has no words to ade
quu.te\jr. �:;,q;:;;rt:SQ · ·  t,he . �r�:--,i-§>B§,.:·: tl�53 
su ccess of Mr. Lu1'vey's llfE::· T6 lea.ve 
accumulated a large, fortune· does 
not  mean success. To hav e  one's 
name pushed before. the public does 
not al one make a success, but to have 
J ivecl the J!fe that throws its tender
ness, its fine mental que.lities, its rare 
;ndgment, Its broad, earnest truth Into 
the hl'nrts of all s,o fortunate as to 
lmow · hlm, is a success surpassing all 
olhers. 

It is, a, beautiful life that rounds 
out ooventy-two years so filled with 
the n oble and fine attributes of hu
manity that those who come with in  
the radius of its influence are  made 
the. better for it. His was the stand
ard of an honest man an d from it h e  
never wavered. A s  counselor, fr iend, 
uei ghbor and citizen ,  as well as fath
er a.nd brother, he will be long remem
be;·ed a.nd greatly mis-sed . 




