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- Veteran, Succumbs At Home

Waukesha county's oldest Clvil

war vetevan is dead.

*  Colonel Francis Draper, $9, was a
vietim of "Tuesday's heat and died
at 4 8, m, Wednesday. The Eagie
veteran would have been 100 yecavs
old next February,

Draper's  death leaves James
Jones, 93, of Oconomowoc as the
county's only remaining survivow
of the war tbhat split the nation. The
veteran was also Eagle village's oMd-
est chtizen. :

Surviving is an ouly child, Mus.
Bdward J. (Lila) Button, a division
head in the state departnient of
public welfave, with whom he has
been living the past 25 years,

Drapei”s last 20 years were spent
in a wheel chair. Poor heari cir-
culation cost him the less of both
legs, One was amputated when he
was 80 years old, the second when
he was 86.

dientaily Jeen

An invalid thongh he was, Draper
remained cheerful and mentally
keen up to his very death. He was
frequently celied upon, even in re-
cent months, to make affidavits en
absiracts in the c¢ounty awvd seiile
old titles. Before that he wsas ac-
tive in city and county affairs,

Draper enlisted in the ¥irst Wis-
consin Ieavy Artillery divisien of
,the Unton army at Palmyra sn Aug,
15, 1882, TFour of his brothers also
enlisted, and two were killed In ac-
tion, He served for the duratlon
of the war.

He was a member of G.A R, posis
in Eagie, Palmyra and Whitewater,
and served one year as commandelr
of the Whitewater post. About 50
years ago he was active in county
politics, being elected to the county
board ef supervisors and serving as
town chairman and village piresi-
dent at Eayle.

Draper voted for Lincoln for the
United States’ presidency, and cast
20 consccutive votes for rcpublicaus
in presidential clections. His daugh-
ter is a prominent repubdican in the
sinte.
Blessed with a-sharp memory, the
old Eagle resident enjoyed telling
friends and relatives of life in Wau-
kesha county in  the ‘'zood eld
days.” His lifc span covered the
era from candle light to elecuicity,
Irom oxen teams to airplanes.
Draper was born Feb. 7, 1842 He
attended one of the earliest school-
,bouses in this territory, an old
frame building constructed in 1849.
Tt ig still used as a scheolhouse.
Son of Pionecrs

His parents, Franeis and Hannah
Draper, were one of the pioneer
families in the county, comung here
it an ox-drawn covered wagon In
1837. The year before lhie moved
here, the elder Draper walked all
the way from Milwaukee to lock
over the site of his fulure home,
{He settled on the R. F. Sprague
farm, which his son later vwned.
! Among the slovies Braper loved

to tell was about the firiendly Wis-
c¢onsin Indians, who often Yisited
the Draper fanilly and slept befored
the Bwig fiveplace on cold nights.!
Another childhood memory cen-i
tered aboubl cooking day at  the,
Drapet household, when Mra. Dra-
per and her young helpers would
make a barrel of mince pies, hush-
els of dried apples and a barrel of
doughnute, His malber did alt the
cooking Ior the family of 10 chil-
dven, and spun and sewed all their
clothing in ihe old loz cabin where
Draper was born,

Draper also remembered when
the first ratlroad was buiit in Wau-
kesha counly in 1850, The farm-
ers mortgaged their farms to puild
the line, and were never reim-
bursed, except for a free ride to
Milwaukee, he used to tell. His fa-
ther owned the first teamn of horses
in Waukesha county,

The “doctoring” in those days,
Draper used to recali, consisted
largely of bleedings, corn sweats,
onion poultices and prescriptions of
catnip tea and goose grease.

The Draper famlly used to walk
to Waukesha, then called Prairie-!
ville, to trade and sell taeir wares
and take in an occasional travelling
show or circus.

Funeral services will be held Fri-
day at 2 p. m. The arrangements
have not been completed.
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Eagle’s Iast Civil Wae Veterzu ot
Uldest citizeu Jeud,

Col. Frawcis Draper, son of Hannah
and Mraneis Draper, eanly pionesds Sei-
tlers i the rownship d¢ Rxgle, Walk-
esiia Co., died early Wedncosday morn-
ing at the advanced Sze off Y5 yera
His death occurred at rlle home of his
sop-in-law and Jdauzhrer, Me, amd Alrs,
Edward J. Burton, wite whom he has
lived the past Z0 years,

Col. Draper, born Fel, 2ti, 1844 wu-
Aith in a family of ren children al or

wltom preceded lim in death. He en-
listed ir the Civil War w Palmyrs.
Wis, and served uearly ronr yewrs
as a wewber of the First Wisconsiu

Heavy Artfilery. Fouwy olhr bLrothers
enlisted ot the tme—iwo being killed
in action. His wire, Almir Medwus
Draper died in 1914 Surviving is s

only child, Lila @. Bwrton, a Divisiun

Heud in the State Department of Pub-
lic Weltave.

{
FPaneral Services will be held at

Bagle Friday aftermoon ar 2 P. M.
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