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! Francis Draper, Civil War
· Veteran, Succumbs At Home

'\X/aukesha cou11 ty 's ol<lcst Civil 
wa1· vetetan is dead.  

Colonel Ii' L·ancis Draper ,  99, was a 
vict im of Tuestla,· '9 h<i ::i t  unct rli.:i<l 
at i u • . m. \Vedn.;sday. T h e  Eagle 
veteran would b avc been 100 ycal's 

· o ld nc�t Fc bruar)·, 
D1·aper 's death. lt"a\"i':'l .Jallles

.Tones, 95, of Oconomowoc as the 
county's only 1·emainin;; su1·vlvo1· 
of tile 'l\•ar t bat spHt the nation.  The 
veteran wn.s also Eagle village's old· 
est clt izcn.

Su1·vi ving is a n  oul)' child, Ml·s. 
Edward .J. ( Li la)  BUt·to n, a division
head in the state dep1u·tment of 
public welfarn,  w i t h  whom he has 
been l ivi ng the past 25 years. 

D1·apc1"'s la s t  20 years' wero spent 
i n  a wheel chair. Poor h e a l't  cii·­
cula.Uon cost him the 1033 ot both 
legs, One was amputated when be
wa.s 80 years old, the second when 
he was 86. 

-�1entnl1y li:een 
An invalid though be wa.,, D1·aper 

1·emained cheerful and mentally 
lceen up to his very deat h .  He was 
frequently ca.lied upon, even ln re­
cent months,  to make affidavits on 
abstracts in the county and seltle 
old titles. Befol'e that he was ac­
ti ve ln city and county affair.9, 

Draper enlisted In the First Wis­
consin Heavy Ai-tHlei-y division of 

. the Union army at Palmy1·a on Aug. 
15, 1862. Four ot his brothers al.so 
enlisted, an d two were ltiHed In ac­
tion. He .serl'ed tor the d u ratlori 
ot tile wa1·. 

He wa.s a member of G.A.R. posts 
in Eagle, Palmyra and \Vhi tewater, 
and served one yea1· as comma.nde 1· 
of the Whitewate1· post. About :!O 
yeat·s ago Ile wa� act i v e  in county 
politics, being elected to the cou nty 
board of supe1·visors and se1 ·ving a$ 
town chairman and v i l lage p1·esl­
den t at  Eagle. 

Dl'aper voted fo1· Linco l n  fol' the 
Uni ted States' presidency, and cast 
20 co nsec u t i v e  votes fot· 1·c p u b'llcans 
in presidentia l elections.  His <laugh­
t e r  is a p1·omine11t re.publican in the 
state. 

Blesscrl wi th a- sharp memory, the 
old Eagle 1·esident enjoyed tel l ing 
Irlends and telalive.s of li fe in \Vau­
kcsha county in the "good old 
days." His litc span covered the 
era from cirndle l ight to e lccfrici ty, 
from oxen teams to airplanes. 

Drape1· was borri Feb. 7. 1S42. He 
attended one of the earliest school­

. houses in thi.3 ten·i tOI')', an old 
frame bui l ding- coostt·ucted i n  1S49. 
It  i.9 still used ru; a schoollhouse. 

Son of Pioneers 
His paren ts, Francis and Ha n nah 

Draper, wel'e one of the pioneer 
families in the county, com m g  here 
in an ox-dl'awn covered wagon in 
1837. The yea,· before he moved 
he1·e, the elde1· Drape1· walked all 
t h e  way from Milwaukee to look 
ovel' the si'te of his f u t u re hoole .  
He settled on the R. F. Sµ,·ngue 

, !al'm,  which hi,; S'Q ll  late,· uwned. 
j _ Among the .slot·iei:; D1·ape t· loved

to tc>:11 was a.bout the fdendly ·wls• 
con.s i n  l.lldians, who often visited 
tho Di-aper fan11ly and �lept befu1·e 
the big f i&'e place on cold n !�bts. 
Another childhood memory · cen- l 
tc1·.::d abo u t  cookinr;- day at t h e , 
Dl'ape1· hqusehold, when Lfrs. Dra­
pc1· a n d  her young helpel's would 
make a ba n·el  or mince pies, bush­
els of drie<l apples and a b11.1·rel of  
doughnuts. Hl.s molber did al l the 
cooking for the family o r  10 chil­
d ren, and spun and sewed all their 
clothing In i.he old log cabin where 
Draper was born. 

Draper also remembered when 
the first ral lroad was b u i lt in \'{au­
keYha county in 1850. The farm­
e r.:� mortgaged their  tarm11 to bui ld 
the line, and were neve1· reim­
bursed, except for a tree ride to 
Milwaukee, be used to tell . His fa­
ther owned the f irst  team of hol'.se.s 
in Waukesha county. 

The "doctoring" in those days, 
Draper used to recall , consisted 
largely or bleedings, corn sweats, 
onion poullices and p.rescrlptlons of 
catnip tea and goose grease. 

The Draper family used to walk 
I to Waukesha, then called Prairie­

ville, to trade and sell lheir wares · 
and take in an occasional travelllng 
show or circus. 

Funera l  seL·vlces wlll be held Fri­
day at 2 p. m. The arrangements 
have not been completed . 

Eagle"s L-u;t (;iviJ ·n-n.l.' Y<'k.:,,ll. ; , ::,t 
OliJ.i:st e.itlzen 1fo11 ,l, 

Col. l•'n1.uc1s Dr:1pe1·, son ,.;t Hru:i.n.ah 
and Francis Drapiir, e,u:ly pioueu :H, �­
tle1·s  tu the township dt E;,,_gle, W:1.ut:­
esha Co., died e:1rly Vi'\:d,1csilily morn­
i.11 g :1t the advau,:;..,J .!..; ta ui: 9� y.:,u·,;._ 
His death occm·red at the home 01: hb 
son-iu-lnw and <l:1 11�·:;i•<-':· , Mr. aml M rs.  
Edward J.  Bul'tou, WHu_ whom htl has 
lived the past ZO y�ars. 

Col. Drape1·, 1>01·11 F·eb. 7tiI, 1!!4� w .. · 1  
iitth in a uu111ly o l  cell chilc.l1·en ,il l o f  
wllom precede<l him in dealh. H e  rn -
listed in thi:; Civil W,u- at Palmy, ·:. . 
Wis., and served uearly i:our ytl;.r.; 
as a welllber of the Ffrs t Wiscou::.i .1 
Heavy Artlilery. Fom· olh1:1· brotbt-,s 
enlisted ll.t the tlme-two being kill�;i 1 
in action. His wtre, .Almil·a i\Iedwa ,, !
D1·aper died in 1914. Snrvh·ing is Li..� i 
only child, Lila 0. Burton, a DiviSitm · 
Head in the State Dep:u-tmem of PuJJ-
lic \Veltu.i-e. 1 

Fllll�r.il Se�-vices wil l  be held at 

I Eagle Friday afternoon aI 2 P. M. 
- - - - .... 


